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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
JANUARY 19, 2021, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee 
to order on Tuesday, January 19, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation 
was offered by Pastor Chad Keathley of the Okeechobee Church of God, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Keefe. 
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
To establish a quorum, roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea. Members present: 
Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, Monica Clark, Bob Jarriel, 
and Bobby Keefe.  
 

III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. No items were added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda.  

 

B. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to 
approve the agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on 
the agenda.  

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Abney to approve 
consent agenda items A [January 5, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes], B [December 2020 
Warrant Register, General Fund $657,976.99, Public Facilities Improvement Fund 
$16,718.82, and Capital Improvement Projects Fund $2,009.15], and C [appoint Mrs. 
Michele Clanton to the General Employee Pension Fund Board of Trustees, City 
Resident 2 of 2, term being January 20, 2021 through December 31, 2024, replacing 
Nathan Pippin]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Keefe to 

approve a Fine Reduction Request as recommended by Special Magistrate 
Azcona from $9,350.00 to $935.00 plus a $50.00 Administrative Fee for Code 
Enforcement Case No. 190917011, Manuela Pineda, property located at 1124 
Southwest 8th Street, and authorize a payment plan with half paid in January and 
the balance paid by February 10, 2021,. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

B. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Keefe to 
approve a Fine Reduction Request as recommended by Special Magistrate 
Azcona from $8,450.00 to $845.00 plus a $50.00 Administrative Fee for Code 
Enforcement Case No. 190718010, Fortex Holdings, LLC, property located at 
501 East North Park Street. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

C. City Clerk Gamiotea provided a brief update on the 2021 Special Election. 
Tentatively the Proclamation will be issued on February 2, 2021, Qualifying Week 
to begin at noon on February 8 through noon on February 12, 2021, and Election 
day being April 27, 2021. She and Supervisor of Elections Arnold have been 
diligently working to ensure every cost savings measure is implemented, which 
includes not conducting Early Voting. 

 

D. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to award 
the Request For Qualification No. ADM 03-32-09-20 for Professional Landscape 
Architect Services Contract to Calvin, Giordano & Associates, Inc. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 

E. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to extend 
the current COVID-19 administrative leave [with pay] policy until September 30, 
2021, limiting the number of days to 10 calendar days and including all 
employees. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
F. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to 

approve a base salary increase to $38,500.00 for the Police Services Coordinator 
position, with Mrs. Jeanna Kovac and Ms. Erika Smith retaining their current 
longevity steps upon transfer to new positions. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
G. The Council directed Staff to develop a point system matrix to be implemented 

when selecting Citizen Board Members and present for consideration at the 
February 2, 2021 meeting.  

 
H. The consensus of the Council was to deny the request for electric scooter usage 

within the City made by Bird Electric Scooters. 
 

I. Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Abney to 
authorize Mayor Watford to execute a letter to Governor DeSantis requesting the 
Heartland Region vacancy on the South Florida Water Management District 
Board be filled by an individual from the area. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
VI. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 

City Attorney Fumero provided a status update on the training and procedural changes 
being implemented in Code Enforcement, the Fire Union negotiation meeting held today, 
and the Citizens Charter Review Advisory Committee meetings.  

 
VII. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

The Council sang happy birthday to Mayor Watford and Council Member Clark. 
 

VIII. Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 8:06 P.M.  
 
 Submitted By: 
 

       
 Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 



 
 
 
 
 
Office of the Mayor 

Okeechobee, Florida 
NOTICE OF 2021 SPECIAL CITY ELECTION 

 

WHEREAS, under and by virtue of the provisions of the Charter, Elections Chapter 26 of the Code of 
Ordinances for the City of Okeechobee, and Florida State Laws, it is the duty of the Mayor to proclaim 
and call a Special City Election at the time and manner provided therein; and 

 

WHEREAS, proclaiming a Special City Election shall be issued by a Proclamation, at least 90 days prior to 
the date of holding such election, signed by the Mayor, and attested by the City Clerk; and 

 

WHEREAS, such Proclamation shall specify the office or offices to be filled, the cause of the vacancy of 
such office or offices, and the date of the expiration of the terms of such office or offices; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk shall publish the Proclamation in the local newspaper at least twice, once being 
in the fifth week and once being in the third week, prior to the week in which the Special City Election 
will be held; and 

 

WHEREAS, as provided by said Elections Chapter 26, individuals are to qualify with the City Clerk 
commencing at 12:00 noon on February 8, the first Monday following the issuance of this 
Proclamation, and not later than 12:00 noon on February 12, the Friday following; and upon being duly 
qualified as a candidate shall be entitled to have their name placed on the ballot for the Special City 
Election. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida do hereby 
proclaim and declare that a SPECIAL CITY ELECTION is to be held on MAY 4, 2021, by the duly qualified 
electors of the City of Okeechobee for the purpose of electing ONE (1) CITY COUNCIL MEMBER to serve 
upon taking the oath of office following said Special Election through January 6, 2025, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified. The cause of said Special Election is due to the resignation on 
November 30, 2020, by the individual who was to take office on January 4, 2021. Said Special Election 
shall be held during the regular hours of voting; to be held in the County polling or voting places within 
the Municipal Precinct, which have been established by the Supervisor of Elections and Board of County 
Commissioners for Okeechobee County; or Vote-by-Mail as provided by State Law. 

 

IN TESTIMONY AND WITNESS of the foregoing Notice of 2021 Special City Election, I have hereunto set 
my hand as Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, and caused the corporate seal of said City to be 
affixed, and attested to by the City Clerk, this 2nd day of February, 2021. 

 
 

 
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

 
Attest: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 
 

 

 
Public Works is requesting the approval to award a contract for construction services needed to 
construct 
water quality and baffle box drainage improvements and perform roadway restoration on SE 8th Avenue, 
PW 02-00-12-20, FDEP Agreement No. LP 47020, to B & B Site Development, Inc. in the amount of 
$184,813.65. 
 
Four bids were received for the project. The total bid amount for each of the vendors is: 
 
B & B Site Development   $184,813.65 
Boromei Construction Inc  $222,257.00 
Sunshine Land Design, Inc  $296,084.54 
Cobb Site Development   $367,813.19 
 
 
A detailed bid tabulation for the project along with the actual bid documents from B & B Site 
Development are attached. 
 
This project is a Florida DEP Stormwater improvement funded project. The grant amount from FDEP is 
$209,036.00.  
 
 
 

To: Marcos Montes De Oca 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 1/21/2021 

Re: Request for award of SE 8th Ave Stormwater Conveyance to B&B Site Development 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
PW 02-00-12-20  January 14, 2021 3:00 PM Bid Opening
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE TAYLOR CREEK SE 8TH AVENUE STORMWATER CONVEYANCE

CONTRACTOR:
B & B Sute Development Inc Boromei Construction Inc. Sunshine Land Design, Inc Cobb Site Development Inc.

ITEM 
NO.

UNIT 
MEASURE EST. QTY. UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT

UNIT 
MEASURE EST. QTY. UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT

UNIT 
MEASURE EST. QTY. UNIT PRICE AMOUNT

UNIT 
MEASURE EST. QTY. UNIT PRICE AMOUNT

1

MOBILIZATION / DEMOBILIZATION, 
PRE-CONSTRUCTION VIDEO  LUMP SUM 1  $      9,400.65  $       9,400.65 

 LUMP 
SUM 1  $       20,000.00  $    20,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1 27,720.00$   27,720.00$      LUMP SUM 1 87,060.59$   87,060.59$     

2
TURBIDITY CONTROLS

 LUMP SUM 
PER CONST. 

PLANS & SPECS  $      1,055.00  $       1,055.00 
 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $         2,000.00  $       2,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 11,760.00$   11,760.00$      LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 7,560.06$     7,560.06$        

3

PIPING MATERIALS AND INLETS 
(EXCLUDING SEPORATOR)  LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $    64,263.00  $    64,263.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $       65,000.00  $    65,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 33,624.98$   33,624.98$      LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 65,359.81$   65,359.81$     

4
DRAINAGE SEPORATOR

 LUMP SUM 1  $    32,550.00  $    32,550.00 
 LUMP 
SUM 1  $       35,000.00  $    35,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1 44,800.00$   44,800.00$      LUMP SUM 1 31,611.66$   31,611.66$     

5
MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC

 LUMP SUM 1  $      6,000.00  $       6,000.00 
 LUMP 
SUM 1  $         7,500.00  $       7,500.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1 16,800.00$   16,800.00$      LUMP SUM 1 37,995.11$   37,995.11$     

6

CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, CURBING AND 
DRIVEWAYS  LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $    30,845.00  $    30,845.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $       32,000.00  $    32,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 55,552.00$   55,552.00$      LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 39,867.01$   39,867.01$     

7

SUBBASE/BASE MATERIAL 
PLACEMENT INCLUDING 
COMPACTION  LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $      9,000.00  $       9,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $       20,000.00  $    20,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 42,784.00$   42,784.00$      LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 65,855.57$   65,855.57$     

8
ROADWAY PAVING

 LUMP SUM 
PER CONST. 

PLANS & SPECS  $    21,700.00  $    21,700.00 
 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $       25,000.00  $    25,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 28,323.56$   28,323.56$      LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 12,308.56$   12,308.56$     

9

ROADWAY MARKINGS, STRIPING AND 
SIGNAGE  LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $      3,000.00  $       3,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS  $         5,000.00  $       5,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 6,720.00$      6,720.00$         LUMP SUM 

PER CONST. 
PLANS & SPECS 6,960.04$     6,960.04$        

10
PROJECT STABILIZTION AND CLEANUP

 LUMP SUM 1  $      3,000.00  $       3,000.00 
 LUMP 
SUM 1  $         4,257.00  $       4,257.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1 17,920.00$   17,920.00$      LUMP SUM 1 6,804.47$     6,804.47$        

11

CONSTRUCTION LAYOUT/RECORD 
DRAWINGS  LUMP SUM 1  $      4,000.00  $       4,000.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1  $         6,500.00  $       6,500.00 

 LUMP 
SUM 1 10,080.00$   10,080.00$      LUMP SUM 1 6,430.31$     6,430.31$        

TOTAL BID AMOUNT  $  184,813.65  $  222,257.00 296,084.54$   367,813.19$   

Posted on January 15, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.

  To be removed on January 25, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
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Citizen Board Selection Matrix

Tally Sheet

Committee Appointment:

Point System is reflected as follows:

1st Selection  = 5 Points

2nd Selection = 4 Points

3rd Selection = 3 Points

4th Selection = 2 Points

5th Selection = 1 Point

Applicant Name
Mayor 

Watford

Council 

Member

Abney

Council 

Member

Clark

Council 

Member

Jarriel

Council 

Member

Keefe

Total

0

0

0

0

0

The Point System is based on 

the number of applicants. 

Example: 5 applications 

received results in a maximum 

point scoring of 5 with a 

minimum of 1.

Created: Jan. 27, 2021-BJ
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Citizen Board Selection Matrix

Individual Ranking Sheet

Committee Appointment: 

Ranker Name:

Point System is reflected as follows:

1st Selection  = 5 Points

2nd Selection = 4 Points

3rd Selection = 3 Points

4th Selection = 2 Points

5th Selection = 1 Point

Applicant Name

The Point System is based on 

the number of applicants. 

Example: 5 applications 

received results in a maximum 

point scoring of 5 with a 

minimum of 1.

Points

NOTE: The same procedure 

will be utilized to select a 

winner in the event of a tie. 

Created: Jan. 27, 2021-BJ
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