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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

AND FIRST BUDGET HEARING 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee 
to order on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation 
was offered by Pastor Don Hanna of the First United Methodist Church, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Chandler. 

 
II. ATTENDANCE  

Roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: 
Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Noel Chandler, Monica Clark, Bob 
Jarriel, and Bobby Keefe.  

 
III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Mayor Watford asked whether there were any agenda items to be added, 
deferred, or withdrawn. New Business Item G was amended to Item H; Item G, 
Exhibit 14 was added.  

 
B. Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Chandler to 

approve the agenda as amended. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

C. There were no agenda item forms or comment cards submitted for public 
participation.  

 
IV. PRESENTATION AND PROCLAMATIONS 

A. Mayor Watford proclaimed the month of September 2021 as Suicide Prevention 
Awareness Month and read the document into the record as follows: “Whereas, 
September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, which directs the 
community’s attention to this public health epidemic destroying lives, whole 
families, and sometimes entire communities; and Whereas, suicide rates on the 
Treasure Coast and in Okeechobee were increasing in the first half of 2021 
according to our Medical Examiner’s Office; and Whereas, there were nearly two 
and a half times as many suicides (47,511) in the United States as there were 
homicides (19,141); and Whereas, for every completed suicide in 2019, there 
were 29.05 attempts at suicide; and Whereas, the second leading cause of death 
for ages 10 to 34 and the fourth leading cause for ages 35 to 54, suicide is a 
major contributor to premature mortality; and Whereas, in 2019, the age-adjusted 
rate per 100,000 population of Suicide Deaths (All) in Okeechobee County was 
21.9 compared to Florida at 14.5; and Whereas, suicide is the only type of death 
that is 100 percent preventable; and by offering the public education, data, 
support, and services we as a community have taken a step toward preventing 
another suicide by our residents; and Whereas, we are honored to be part of the 
healing process, raising awareness for and support of those affected by suicide 
by offering supporting services addressing mental health illnesses and drug and 
alcohol addiction. Now, Therefore, I, Dowling R. Watford, Jr., by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, do hereby 
proclaim the month of September 2021 as ‘Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month’.” 

 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to 
approve Consent Agenda Items A [July 20, 2021, July 27, 2021, August 3, 2021, 
August 11, 2021, and August 17, 2021 meeting minutes]; B [July 2021 Warrant 
Register in the amounts of, General Fund: $625,007.88; Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund: $11,943.88; and Capital Improvement Projects Fund 
$72,659.79]; 
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V. CONSENT AGENDA CONTINUED 
CONTINUED: C [re-appoint Cody Daigneault to the Police Officers’ Pension 
Board of Trustees, and Herb Smith to the Firefighters’ Pension Board of Trustees, 
terms being October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2025 as provided in Exhibit 1]; D 
[one-year renewal through July 31, 2022, Memorandum of Understanding for the 
administration of traffic control preemption with Okeechobee County as provided 
in Exhibit 2]; E [MTS Software Solutions quote for Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 
budgeted item Phase 3 of the backlogged document scanning project for Records 
Retention-Commercial Building Plans and Permits not to exceed $20,000.00 as 
provided in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
VI. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 

ADOPTION AT 6:06 P.M. 
A. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to read 

proposed Ordinance No. 1230 by title only, regarding Comprehensive Plan Small 
Scale Future Land Use (FLU) Map Amendment Application No. 21-004-SSA [as 
provided in Exhibit 4]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
Mayor Watford read proposed Ordinance No. 1230 by title only as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ORDINANCE NO. 635 AS 
AMENDED, BY REVISING THE FLU MAP ON A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (SFR) TO INDUSTRIAL (IND) (APPLICATION NO. 21-004-SSA); 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FLU MAP IN 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Keefe to adopt 
proposed Ordinance No. 1230. City Planning Consultant Mr. Ben Smith of LaRue 
Planning and Management Services presented the Planning Staff findings 
together with the Planning Board’s review on July 15, 2021, and found the 
requested IND FLU designation for the subject property to be consistent with the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and 
consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area. Mayor Watford opened the 
floor for public comment. Mr. Steve Dobbs, 209 Northeast 2nd Street, 
Okeechobee, was present on behalf of the applicant and available for questions. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
B. Motion by Council Member Chandler, seconded by Council Member Clark to read 

proposed Ordinance No. 1236 by title only, amending Code Section 2-172 and 
Chapter 34 related to Fire Services Interlocal Agreement with Okeechobee 
County [as provided in Exhibit 5]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Mayor Watford read proposed Ordinance No. 1236 by title only as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; REVISING 
SECTION 2-172 AND CHAPTER 34 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO 
REFLECT CHANGES AS A RESULT OF THE CITY ENTERING INTO AN 
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH OKEECHOBEE COUNTY TO PROVIDE 
FIRE SERVICES WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to adopt 
proposed Ordinance No. 1236. A motion and second by Council Members Keefe 
and Chandler was made to amend the second ‘Whereas’ clause of proposed 
Ordinance No. 1236 as follows: Whereas, as of August 2, 2021, the City no longer 
has a fire department, no longer provides fire services within the City, and fire 
services are provided by Okeechobee County through an Interlocal Agreement. 
Motion to Amend Carried Unanimously. Vote on Motion as Amended 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 
ADOPTION AT 6:16 P.M. 
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VII. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:16 P.M. 
A. Mayor Watford announced that the purpose of this public hearing was to consider 

the first reading of ordinances for the proposed millage rate levy and proposed 
budget for FY 2021-2022.   

 
B. Mayor Watford announced that the proposed millage rate levy represents 3.68 

percent more than the roll-back rate computed pursuant to Florida Statutes 
200.065(1). 

 
C. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to read 

proposed Ordinance No. 1237 by title only, levying a millage rate of 7.6018 on all 
real and tangible personal property for proposed FY October 1, 2021, through 
September 30, 2022 [as provided in Exhibit 6]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
City Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1237 by title only as follows: 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA; LEVYING THE AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE 
FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
CITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR THE 
FY BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2021 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2022; 
PROVIDING THAT 7.6018 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL 
NOT BE LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION 
SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT SAID MILLAGE 
RATE IS 3.68 PERCENT (3.68%) MORE THAN THE ROLL-BACK RATE OF 
7.3317 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA STATUTES 
200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Keefe to 
approve the first reading of proposed Ordinance No. 1237 and set the Final Public 
Hearing for 6:00 P.M., September 27, 2021.  
 
Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comments. Mr. Frank Irby noted for 
clarification the millage rate is not increasing; the roll-back rate would provide the 
same amount of ad valorem revenue as last year. The increase in property 
assessment value at the same millage rate is why there is an increase in the roll-
back rate percentage. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
D. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Keefe to read 

proposed Ordinance No. 1238 by title only, setting the annual budget for 
proposed FY October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022 [as provided in 
Exhibit 7]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
City Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1238 by title only as follows: 
“AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR THE FY BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2021, AND 
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2022; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATING 
EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE GENERAL 
OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY AND OTHER 
FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY FOR AND DURING THE FISCAL YEAR; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Motion by Council Member Chandler, seconded by Council Member Clark to 
approve the first reading of proposed Ordinance No. 1238 and set the Final Public 
Hearing date for 6:00 P.M., September 27, 2021. 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Revenues $10,571,181.00 
Transfer-In from Public Facilities Improvement Fund $     350,000.00 
Transfer-In from Capital Improvement Projects Fund $     873,534.00 
TOTAL REVENUES AND TRANSFERS-IN $11,794,715.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $  7,452,214.00 
GENERAL FUND BALANCE $  4,342,501.00 
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VII. FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED 
D. CONTINUED: PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND 

TOTAL REVENUES  $  3,082,671.00 
Expenditures $  1,978,201.00 
Transfer-Out to General Fund $     350,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS-OUT $  2,328,201.00 
PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE $     754,470.00 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND 
TOTAL REVENUES $  3,856,061.00 
Expenditures $     318,800.00 
Transfer-Out to General Fund $     873,534.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS-OUT $  1,192,334.00 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND BALANCE $  2,663,727.00 
 
OTHER GRANTS FUND 
TOTAL REVENUES $     560,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $     430,000.00 
OTHER GRANTS FUND BALANCE $     130,000.00 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND 
TOTAL REVENUES $       16,600.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $       11,500.00 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND BALANCE $         5,100.00 

 
Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comments; there were none. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  

 
MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:23 P.M. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS        
A. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to read 

proposed Ordinance No. 1239 by title only, amending the General Employees’ 
Pension Plan [as provided in Exhibit 8].Motion Carried. Unanimously.  

 
City Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1239 by title only as follows: 
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FURTHER AMENDING 
THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE GENERAL EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT 
SYSTEM, RESTATED PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 1141; AMENDING 
SECTION 6, BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; AMENDING SECTION 10, 
OPTIONAL FORMS OF BENEFITS; AMENDING SECTION 15, MINIMUM 
DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS; AMENDING SECTION 25, REEMPLOYMENT 
AFTER RETIREMENT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to 
approve the first reading of proposed Ordinance No. 1239 and set September 2, 
2021, as the Final Public Hearing date. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

B. Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to adopt 
proposed Resolution No. 2021-07 regarding the Lake Okeechobee System 
Operating Manual [as provided in Exhibit 9]. 

 

City Attorney Fumero read proposed Resolution No. 2021-07 by title only as 
follows: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; ON THE 
RE-EVALUATION OF LAKE OKEECHOBEE OPERATIONS BY THE U.S. ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS PURSUANT TO THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY ACT ASSESSMENT FOR THE LAKE OKEECHOBEE SYSTEM 
OPERATING MANUAL; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”  
 

It was noted for the record that the word “agriculture” would be added to the first 
‘Whereas’ clause between the words businesses and public. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
C. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to 

approve Okeechobee Main Street’s request to place personalized hometown 
Veterans’ banners in the downtown area during the month of November to 
celebrate our local Veterans [as provided in Exhibit 10]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
D. Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to accept 

the four selected firms for the Request For Qualification No. ADM 01-32-07-21 
as pre-qualified to utilize when needed [as provided in Exhibit 11]. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
E. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to 

authorize the City Administrator to approve temporary part-time positions when 
appropriate; i.e. full-time personnel absent for an extended period of time; 
workload requiring additional resources [as provided in Exhibit 12]. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
F. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to appoint 

Gary Ritter as the City Administrator effective September 21, 2021, completing 
the three-month probationary period. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
G. ITEM ADDED TO AGENDA: Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by 

Council Member Keefe to approve the recommendation from the Flagler Park 
Design Review Advisory Committee for the Cattlemen’s Square Park [as 
presented in Exhibit 14]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
An offer was presented by Mr. Frank Irby, as Chair and on behalf of the Frank 
Altobello Trust, to contribute a monetary donation of up to $100,000.00 to match 
future funds expended by the City for this project. The consensus of the Council 
was to accept the monetary donation. 

 
H. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Chandler to 

promote Assistant Police Chief Donald Hagan to Chief of Police effective 
September 1, 2021 [as provided in Exhibit 13]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
City Clerk Lane Gamiotea administered the Oath of Office as follows: “I, Donald 
C. Hagan, do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend the 
Constitution and Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that 
I am duly qualified to hold office under the Constitution of the state; and that I will 
well and faithfully perform the duties of the Office of the Chief of Police for the 
City of Okeechobee, Florida on which I am about to enter, So help me God.” And 
thereafter shall devote personal attention to the duties of the office, and continue 
in office until a successor is appointed by the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Okeechobee, Florida. He was pinned with his Chief Badge by his wife and 
children. 

 
IX. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 

Attorney Fumero introduced the firm’s new Attorney, Gloria Velasquez, who has 
extensive knowledge with planning and development. 
 

X. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
Administrator Ritter provided a brief update on the progress being made with the sale of 
lots within the City Commerce Center.  

 
XI. COUNCIL COMMENTS  

Council Member Chandler expressed his appreciation for Staff and the FPDRAC for 
working diligently to finalize a plan for Cattlemen’s Square. Council Member Jarriel 
recognized the incoming leadership and spoke briefly on the possibility of lowering the 
millage rate for next FY. Council Members Keefe and Clark echoed all comments. 
Mayor Watford informed everyone of the upcoming lunch being held for all first 
responders on Saturday, September 11, 2021 from 12:00 to 4:00 P.M. at the VFW Post 
10539; all are invited. 
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XII. ADJOURN: Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 7:39 P.M.  
 

Submitted By: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, s/he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1234 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 
ORDINANCE NO. 635 AS AMENDED, BY REVISING THE FUTURE 
LAND USE MAP ON A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL (APPLICATION NO. 21-005-SSA); 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FUTURE 
LAND USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee recognizes the need to plan for 

orderly growth and development; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes provides for amendment to Adopted 

Comprehensive Plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has received and reviewed certain Application (No. 21-005-SSA), 

submitted by Jeff Sumner, Authorized Representative of the property owner, 
Suraiya Husain Trustee of the Suraiya Husain Revocable Trust Agreement, for a 
small-scale amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the City's Comprehensive 
Plan, and said Application being reviewed by the City's Planning Board, acting as 
the Local Planning Agency, at a duly advertised Public Hearing held on August 19, 
2021, which determined such request to be consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan and consistent with the pattern of future land uses within the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has agreed with the recommendation of the Planning Board 

and finds that the proposed Application complies with the requirements of Florida 
Statute 163, Part II, and that the proposed Application is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan and appropriate to the future land uses within the City. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote 
of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief 
Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE. 

 
THIS ORDINANCE shall be known as a "City of Okeechobee Small Scale 
Development Activities Comprehensive Plan Amendment," pursuant to Florida 
Statutes 163.3187, and shall be effective within the City limits of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida. 

 
SECTION 2: AUTHORITY. 

 
This City of Okeechobee Small Scale Development Activities Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 163.3187, Part II, 
Florida Statutes. 

 
SECTION 3: REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP. 

 
1. The following described land consisting of approximately 0.405 acres is hereby 

re-designated for purposes of the Future Land Use Map of the City of 
Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan: 

 
Application No. 21-005-SSA, from Single Family Residential to Commercial. 
The Legal Description of Subject Property is as follows: 
 
LOTS 19 AND 20, OF BLOCK 2, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
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SECTION 4: INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FUTURE LAND USE 
MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida that the 
provisions of this Ordinance, and the revisions to the Future Land Use Map which 
are incorporated herein by reference, shall become and be made a part of the City 
of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan (City of Okeechobee Ordinance No. 635, as 
amended). 
 

SECTION 5: CONFLICT. 
 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 6: SEVERABILITY. 

 
If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all remaining 
provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
The effective date of this plan amendment shall be thirty-one (31) days after the 
adoption of this Ordinance, if not timely challenged. If timely challenged, this 
amendment shall become effective on the date the State Land Planning Agency 
or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining this adopted 
amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, development permits, or 
land uses dependent on this amendment may be issued or commence before it 
has become effective. 

 
 
INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED at First Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 27th 

day of September 2021, pursuant to Florida Statutes 163.3187(2). 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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           CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 19, 2021 
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Hoover called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City of 
Okeechobee to order on Thursday, August 19, 2021, at 6:01 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Vice 
Chairperson Doug McCoy, Board Members Karyne Brass and Mac Jonassaint were 
present. Board Members Phil Baughman, Rick Chartier and Felix Granados as well as 
Alternate Board Members Joe Papasso and Jim Shaw were absent with consent. 

 
III. AGENDA 

 There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda. 
 Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to approve 

the agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 There were no comment cards submitted for public participation. 

 
IV. MINUTES 

 Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to dispense 
with the reading and approve the July 15, 2021, Regular Meeting minutes. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON HOOVER OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:03 P.M. 

 Comprehensive Plan Small Scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment 
Application No. 21-005-SSA, from Single Family Residential to Commercial on 
0.405± acres located on Northeast 13th Street, Lots 19 and 20 of Block 2, CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, Plat Book 5, Page 5, Public Records of Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Mr. Ben Smith of LaRue Planning and Management 

Services reviewed the Planning Staff Report recommending approval. 
2. Mr. Jeff Sumner was present on behalf of the Property Owner, Suraiya 

Husain Trustee of the Suraiya Husain Revocable Trust Agreement, and Mr. 
Derrill McAteer was present on behalf of the potential buyer of the property. 
The board had no questions. 

3. There were no public comments offered. 
4. There were no Ex-Parte disclosures offered. 
5. Motion by Board Member Jonassaint, seconded by Board Member Brass to 

recommend to the City Council approval of Comprehensive Plan Small Scale 
FLUM Amendment Application No. 21-005-SSA as presented in [Exhibit 1, 
which includes the findings as required for granting applications per Code 
Section 70-340; and the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and 
recommendation for approval]. Motion Carried Unanimously. The 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for September 27, 2021. 

 
 Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 21-002-CPA, which proposes to adopt a 

Property Rights Element into the City’s Comprehensive Plan as required by House 
Bill 59. 
1. City Planning Consultant Smith reviewed the Planning Staff Report 

recommending approval. 
2. There was no board discussion. 
3. There were no public comments offered. 
4. There were no Ex-Parte disclosures offered. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM B CONTINUED 
5. Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to 

recommend the City Council find proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
No. 21-002-CPA consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and transmit 
the Amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity for 
review and approval as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes the Planning 
Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for approval]. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be forwarded to the 
City Council for consideration at a Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for 
September 27, 2021. 

 
CHAIRPERSON HOOVER CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:16 P.M. 
 

VI. Chairperson Hoover adjourned the meeting at 6:16 P.M. 
 

                                               Submitted by: 
 
 __________________________ 
 Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning Board with 
respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Services’ 
media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records. 
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General Information 

Applicant/Owner Suraiya Husain Rev Trust Agreement 

Applicant Address 
4079 Lake Bosse View Drive 
Orlando, FL  32810 

Site Address 1300 N Parrott Avenue 

Parcel Identification 3-15-37-35-0010-00020-0190 

Contact Person Jeffrey M Sumner, PE 

Contact Phone Number 863.763.9474 

Contact Email Address jeff@sumnerengineering.com 

For the legal description of the project or other information regarding this application, please 
refer to the application submittal package which is available by request at City Hall and is 
posted on the City’s website prior to the advertised public meeting at  
https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning and Existing Use 

 Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use Single Family Residential Commercial 

Zoning  Heavy Commercial Heavy Commercial 

Use of Property Vacant 
No stated development plans at 
this time. 

Acreage 0.405 0.405 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use on Surrounding Properties 

North 

Future Land Use Commercial 

Zoning Light Commercial 

Existing Use Vacant 

East 

Future Land Use Commercial 

Zoning Light Commercial 

Existing Use Vacant 

South 

Future Land Use Single Family Residential 

Zoning Holding 

Existing Use Vacant 

West 

Future Land Use Commercial 

Zoning Heavy Commercial 

Existing Use Medical Office 

 

https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html
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Request 

The matter before the Local Planning Agency and City Council is an application for an amendment 
to the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) for a 0.405 acre parcel. The parcel is currently designated 
Single Family Residential on the Future Land Use Map and the Applicant is requesting a change 
to Commercial. 

The subject property is vacant, though the adjacent parcels to the west are also owned by the 
applicant and developed with a medical office and parking lot.  
 
 

 

General Analysis and Staff Comments 

A. Qualification for Amendment 

Based on the size of the property (0.405 acres), this application qualifies under Chapter 
163, F.S. as a Small-Scale Development Activity Plan Amendment (SSA) to the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

B. Current Development Potential as Single-Family Residential 

The property is currently designated as single family residential on the City’s Future Land 
Use Map and Heavy Commercial on the City’s zoning map. Future land use Policy 2.1(a) 
allows a maximum standard density in the Single-Family Residential Future Land Use 
Category of four units per acre or five if the units qualify as affordable housing.  With the 
affordable housing bonus, maximum development potential for 0.405 acres would be two 
single-family dwellings. However, because the parcel is only 117.5 feet wide, which is not 
wide enough to create two lots that meet the minimum lot width, only one single family 
dwelling unit could be developed. Additionally, in order to develop a single family dwelling 
unit at this property, a zoning map amendment would be required, as single family dwelling 
units are not permitted in the Heavy Commercial Zoning District.  

C. Future Development Potential as Commercial 

The Applicant has stated that there are no plans to develop this parcel at this time, and that 
the main purpose of this request is to make the future land use designation consistent with 
the zoning. However, if this map change is approved, the property may be developed 
according to standards of the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Code. 

While the Commercial Future Land Use category allows for a maximum FAR of 3.0, the 
City’s most intense commercial zoning district (CHV) only allows a maximum building 
coverage of 50% and a maximum building height of 45 feet (without a special use 
exception). These limitations allow for a potential three story structure, a maximum FAR of 
1.5 and a maximum floor area of approximately 26,460 square feet on this 0.405 acre parcel. 

However, given the parking requirements for most commercial uses and the maximum 
impervious surface ratio allowed in the Heavy Commercial of 85%, it would be difficult to 
provide sufficient parking for 26,460 square feet of commercial use on this parcel. 
Additionally, given the character of Okeechobee, it would be unusual to exceed two stories. 
A two-story structure with 50% building coverage on 0.405 acres would have a floor area of 
approximately 17,640 square feet. 
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D. Consistency and Compatibility with Comprehensive Plan and Adjacent Uses.  

Policy 2.2 of the Future Land Use Element recommends that the City protect the use and 
value of private property from adverse impacts of incompatible land uses, activities and 
hazards. 

Objective 12 states that the City of Okeechobee shall encourage compatibility with adjacent 
uses, and curtailment of uses inconsistent with the character and land uses of surrounding 
areas and shall discourage urban sprawl. 

The subject parcel is approximately 250 feet from the US-441 right-of-way and while much 
of the surrounding property is vacant, there is an adjacent medical office and other 
healthcare facilities in close proximity. There are no single family homes in the immediate 
area. 

Between the Comprehensive Plan (Future Land Use Map) the Land Development Code 
(Zoning Map), the Comprehensive Plan is the ruling document; and it is the typical zoning 
practice to make the zoning conform to the future land use map. However, there are many 
inconsistencies between the City’s future land use map and zoning map. In some cases, 
the future land use designation of a particular property is a better fit for the existing land use 
and the pattern of land use in the area. In other cases, the zoning designation is a better fit. 
On this particular parcel the zoning designation of Heavy Commercial is a better fit for the 
pattern of land use than the future land use designation of single family residential. 

 

E. Adequacy of Public Facilities 

Traffic Impacts 

Based on the change in the maximum development potential of this parcel if this request is 
approved, the applicant submitted a traffic analysis which indicates that the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers estimates a single family dwelling unit to generate 9.44 vehicle 
trips per day and 26,300 square feet of medical office to generate 922 vehicle trips per day. 
The potential increase of 913 daily trips is significant, though unlikely, as a 26,300 square 
foot facility is not a likely development at this location. Additionally, the applicant correctly 
points out that the proximity to US-441 would ease the burden on the local road network.     

 

Demand for Potable Water and Sewer Treatment 

The applicant has provided an analysis on the potential change in demand for potable water 
and sewer services if these map changes are approved. That analysis indicates an increase 
potential of 3,632 gallons of potable water demand and 3,589 gallons of sewer demand per 
day. We agree with this analysis.  

The Applicant submitted letters from the Okeechobee Utility Authority and indicating that 
there is adequate excess capacity in the facilities to accommodate the demand for potable 
water and wastewater treatment. Though, at this time, there is no potable water distribution 
main or wastewater service line near the subject property; and all facility improvements 
required for connection must be at the owner’s expense. 
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Demand for Solid Waste Disposal 

Waste Management has previously confirmed a considerable level of excess capacity 
available to serve the solid waste disposal needs of other developments in the City. It’s 
reasonable that the volume of solid waste generated by the proposed improvements can 
also be accommodated within the capacity of the County’s Solid Waste Facility.  

  

F. Environmental Impacts 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service Wetland Inventory Map does not depict any wetlands on this 
parcel.  

No critical habitat is identified on this parcel by the USFWS mapping. 

 

 

Recommendation 

Based on the foregoing analysis, we find the requested Commercial future land use designation 
for the subject property to be consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, reasonably 
compatible with adjacent uses, and consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area.   Therefore, 
we recommend approval of the Applicant’s request to amend the Future Land Use Map of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of this property from Single Family 
Residential to Commercial. 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Sr. Planner 

August 7, 2021 

 

Planning Board Public Hearing: August 19, 2021 

City Council Public Hearing:  (tentative) September 27, 2021 

Attachments: Future Land Use, Subject Site & Environs;  

Zoning, Subject Site & Environs; 

Existing Land Use Aerial, Subject Site & Environs  
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FUTURE LAND USE 
SUBJECT SITE AND ENVIRONS 
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ZONING 
SUBJECT SITE AND ENVIRONS 
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EXISTING LAND USE 
AERIAL OF SUBJECT SITE AND ENVIRONS 

 

 
 
  

















 
 

July 27, 2021 

 
City of Okeechobee Planning & Zoning Department 
Attn: Patty Burnette, General Services Coordinator 
55 SE 3rd Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
 
RE: Request for Small Scale Amendment 
 Lots 19 - 20, Block 2, City of Okeechobee 
 
Ms. Burnette: 
 
This letter report is intended to supplement the above-referenced application, specifically Part IV – 
Amendment Support Documentation.  The subject property is part of an existing developed parcel (Lots 
15 – 20, Block 2) owned by the applicant. Lots 15 - 18 currently have a FLU designation of Commercial and 
is currently developed with a medical office building and parking lot, while the lots subject to this 
application (Lots 19 - 20) have a FLU Designation of Single-Family Residential, and are currently vacant. 
Further, current zoning for all six lots is Heavy Commercial. Support documentation for the application is 
described below and/or attached hereto. I have attempted to use lettering/numbering consistent with 
that in the application form. 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION AND MAPS 
1. Wording of Proposed text changes. N/A – No text changes are proposed. 
2. A map showing the boundaries of the subject property, surrounding street network, and 

Future Land Use designations of surrounding properties. Map A-2 – Future Land Use 
Designations is attached. 

3. A map showing existing land uses (not designations) of the subject property and 
surrounding properties. Map A-3 – Existing Land Use (Actual) is attached. 

4. Written descriptions of the existing land uses and how the proposed Future Land Use 
designation is consistent with current uses and current Future Land Use designations. The 
subject property is within the urban developed area of the City Okeechobee. The 
existing use (commercial) and zoning (Heavy Commercial) are consistent with the 
requested land use change. Further, the requested change is consistent with the 
development pattern in the area, surrounded by either developed commercial uses or 
vacant tracts likely to be developed as commercial uses.  

5. Map showing existing zoning of the subject property and surrounding properties. Map A-5 
– Existing Zoning Designations is attached. 

6. Certified property boundary survey; date of survey; surveyor’s name, address and phone 
number; and legal description(s) for the property subject to the requested change. A 
certified boundary survey of the subject parcel (Lots 19 - 20, Block 2) has been 
submitted to the City under separate cover. A small-scale copy of the survey is included 
for distribution as Exhibit A-6. 
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7. A copy of the deed(s) for the property subject to the requested change. Exhibit A-7 – 
Deed is attached. 

8. An aerial map showing the subject property and surrounding properties. Map A-8 – Aerial 
is attached. 

9. If applicant is not the owner, a notarized letter from the owner of the property authorizing 
the applicant to represent the owner. N/A – The owner is the applicant. 
 

B. PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPACTS 
1. Traffic Analysis – Utilizing the ITE Trip Generation Manual (10th Edition) to estimate traffic 

volumes associated with the proposed Land Use Designation (relative to the existing Land 
Use Designation), and utilizing the maximum development units for each as shown in Part 
III.B of the application, the estimated increase in expected traffic volumes is as follows: 
 

Description / ITE 
Code 

Units Expected 
Units 

Calculated Daily 
Trips 

PM Peak 
Trips 

AM Peak 
Trips 

Single Family Homes 
(210) 

DU 1 9.44 0.99 0.74 

Medical Office (720) 1000 sf 26.3 922 91 97 
Increase   913  90 96 

 
An estimated increase of 90 PM peak trips and 96 AM peak trips should be considered 
insignificant given the proximity to a State Highway (US 441), and is not expected to 
burden existing LOS of the surrounding road network.  
 

2. Potable Water and Sanitary Sewer / Open Space 
a. Utilizing the LOS values in the City’s Comprehensive Plan of 114 gallons per person 

per day (gppd) for water and 130 gppd for wastewater and 2.7 persons per DU, the 
potential water and sewer flows for the existing FLU category are: 

 
1 DU x 2.7 people/DU x 114 gppd = 308 gallons per day (water) 
1 DU x 2.7 people/DU x 130 gppd = 351 gallons per day (wastewater) 
 
The Comprehensive Plan does not provide water or wastewater generation rates for 
commercial uses (understandably, as rates could vary greatly between various 
commercial uses). To estimate water and wastewater flows associated with the 
proposed FLU category, the City’s Small-Scale Comprehensive Plan application 
utilizes a rate of 0.15 gallons per day for non-residential uses: 
 
26,267 sq. ft. x 0.15 gpd / 100 sq. ft. = 3,940 (water and wastewater) 
 
Increased water demand = 3,632 gallons per day 
Increased sewer demand = 3,589 gallons per day 

 
b.  Recreation / Open Space – Not applicable to non-residential uses. 

 
3. Correspondence with the appropriate agencies substantiating the adequacy of existing 

facilities to support the proposed change are included as Appendix B-3. At this point, we 
have requested capacity confirmation letters from Okeechobee Utility Authority (water 
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and wastewater) and Okeechobee Landfill, Inc. (solid waste). As this is a non-residential 
use, capacity confirmation from the School Board is not applicable. We have 
conservatively requested capacity confirmation based on the maximum potential 
additional square footage as described in the preceding sections.  

 
C. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

1. Wetlands and aquifer recharge areas. N/A – the subject parent tract is already developed 
for the proposed use, and is within a developed urban area of the City. As confirmed by 
review of the National Wetland Inventory mapping system 
(https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html), there are no on-site wetlands or 
recharge areas.  

2. Soils posing severe limitation to development. N/A – the subject parent tract is already 
developed for the proposed use. Additional development on the subject tract can be 
accomplished with normal site preparation and soil treatment. A soils map is attached 
as Exhibit C-2. 

3. Unique habitat. N/A – there is no unique habitat on this cleared lot. 
4. Endangered species of wildlife and plants. N/A – there are no known endangered species 

present. 
5. Floodprone areas. N/A – the subject property is within the developed City of 

Okeechobee, and has a flood zone designation of X (Area of Minimal Flood Risk / 0.2 
Percent Chance Annual Flood Hazard. 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=1300%20NE%2013th%20Street%2C%
20Okeechobee%2C%20Florida#searchresultsanchor  
 

D. INTERNAL CONSISTENCY WITH THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
1. Effect on the established City of Okeechobee population projections. The proposed FLUM 

amendment changing the existing FLUM designation from Single-Family Residential to 
Commercial will have no affect on the established City of Okeechobee population 
projections.  There will be no increase in residential population. 

2. Goals and Objectives of the City’s Comprehensive Plan that are affected by the proposed 
amendment. See attached Policy Analysis. 

3. Effects on the County’s Comprehensive Plan as it relates to adjacent unincorporated 
areas. The proposed FLUM amendment is 0.402 acres in size and will have no effect on 
the County’s Comprehensive Plan as it relates to adjacent unincorporated areas. 

4. State Policy Plan and Regional Policy Plan goals and policies relevant to this plan 
amendment. The proposed FLUM amendment is 0.402 acres in size and is not relevant to 
the State Policy Plan and Regional Policy Plan goals and policies. 
 
 

E. JUSTIFICATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
There is an existing commercial/office development abutting the property to the west; vacant 
commercial zoned property to the east; vacant commercial property to the north; and vacant 
residential property to the south.  There is no existing residential use on NE 13th  Street east of N 
Parrott Avenue. 
 
As stated above, the existing FLUM designation for the subject property is Single-Family 
Residential.  Abutting property FLUM designation on the west, north and east sides of the 

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=1300%20NE%2013th%20Street%2C%20Okeechobee%2C%20Florida#searchresultsanchor
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=1300%20NE%2013th%20Street%2C%20Okeechobee%2C%20Florida#searchresultsanchor
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property is Commercial. The south side of the property is NE 13th Street.   The FLUM designation 
on the south side of NE13th Street across from the subject property is Single-Family Residential. 
The proposed request for a Future Land Use Map Amendment is from Single-Family Residential 
to Commercial.  The existing FLUM designation for the subject property, Single-Family 
Residential, is inconsistent with the abutting FLUM designation, Commercial, on three sides of 
the subject property. In addition, amending the FLUM designation to Commercial will render the 
subject property consistent with the underlying zoning designation, Heavy Commercial.   
 
At present, the property cannot be developed for commercial uses without this FLUM 
amendment. 
 

 
We have attempted to prepare a complete application for the proposed Small Scale Amendment. 
However, if you have any questions or require any additional information at this time, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at your convenience. Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sumner Engineering & Consulting, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey M. Sumner, PE 
President 
 

cc: Jason Donald (via email) 
 Allen Murphy (via email) 
 Derrill McAteer (via email) 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1239 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FURTHER 
AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE GENERAL EMPLOYEES’ 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM, RESTATED PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 
1141; AMENDING SECTION 6, BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; 
AMENDING SECTION 10, OPTIONAL FORMS OF BENEFITS; 
AMENDING SECTION 15, MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS; 
AMENDING SECTION 25, REEMPLOYMENT AFTER RETIREMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY 
OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee General employees are presently provided 

pension and certain other benefits under Ordinances of the City of Okeechobee; 
and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority 
vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as 
Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
SECTION 1: That the City of Okeechobee General Employees’ Retirement System, 
restated pursuant to Ordinance No. 1141, as amended, is hereby further amended by 
amending Section 6, Benefit Amounts and Eligibility, subsection 5, Required Distribution 
Date, to read as follows: 
 

5. Required Distribution Date. The Member's benefit under this Section must 
begin to be distributed to the Member no later than April 1 of the calendar 
year following the later of the calendar year in which the Member attains 
age seventy and one-half (70½) or the calendar year in which the Member 
terminates employment with the City the Member’s required beginning 
date, as provided under Section 15. 

 
SECTION 2: That the City of Okeechobee General Employees’ Retirement System, 
restated pursuant to Ordinance No. 1141, as amended, is hereby further amended by 
amending Section 10, Optional Forms of Benefits, subsection 5.E., to read as follows: 
 

5.E. The Member's benefit under this Section must begin to be distributed to 
the Member no later than April 1 of the calendar year following the later of 
the calendar year in which the Member attains age seventy and one-half 
(70½) or the calendar year in which the Member terminates employment 
with the City the Member’s required beginning date, as provided under 
Section. 15. 

 
SECTION 3: That the City of Okeechobee General Employees’ Retirement System, 
restated pursuant to Ordinance No. 1141, as amended, is hereby further amended by 
amending Section 15, Minimum Distribution of Benefits, subsection 2.A., and subsection 
2.B.(1), to read as follows: 
 

2.A. Required Beginning Date. The Member's entire interest will be distributed, 
or begin to be distributed, to the Member no later than the Member's 
required beginning date. which shall not be later than April 1 of the 
calendar year following the later of the calendar year in which the Member 
attains age seventy and one-half (70 ½) or the calendar year in which the 
Member terminated employment with the City. For a Member who attains 
age seventy and one-half (70 ½) prior to January 1, 2020, the Member’s 
required beginning date is April 1 of the calendar year following the later of 
(i) the calendar year in which the Member attains age seventy and 
one-half (70 ½) or (ii) the calendar year in which the Member terminates 
employment with the City. For a Member who attains age seventy and 
one-half (70 ½) on or after January 1, 2020, the Member’s required 
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beginning date is April 1 of the calendar year following the later of (i) the 
calendar year in which the Member attains age seventy-two (72) or (ii) the 
calendar year in which the Member terminates employment with the City. 

 
2.B.(1) If the Member's surviving spouse is the Member's sole designated 

beneficiary, then distributions to the surviving spouse will begin by 
December 31 of the calendar year immediately following the calendar year 
in which the Member died, or by a date on or before December 31 of the 
calendar year in which the Member would have attained age 70 ½ (or age 
72 for a Member who would have attained age 70 ½ after December 31, 
2019), if later, as the surviving spouse elects. 

 
SECTION 4: That the City of Okeechobee General Employees’ Retirement System, 
restated pursuant to Ordinance No. 1141, as amended, is hereby further amended by 
amending Section 25, Reemployment After Retirement, subsections 2., 3., and 4., to 
read as follows: 
 

2. After Normal Retirement. Any Retiree who is retired under normal 
retirement pursuant to this System and who is reemployed as a General 
Employee after that Retirement and, by virtue of that reemployment, is 
eligible to participate in this System, shall upon being reemployed 
continue receipt of benefits if he is at least age sixty-two (62) fifty-nine and 
one-half (59½), otherwise the System shall discontinue receipt of benefits 
until he reaches age sixty-two (62) fifty-nine and one-half (59½). Upon 
reemployment, the Retiree shall be deemed to be fully vested and the 
additional Credited Service accrued during the subsequent employment 
period shall be used in computing a second benefit amount attributable to 
the subsequent employment period, which benefit amount shall be added 
to the benefit determined upon the initial retirement to determine the total 
benefit payable upon final Retirement. Calculations of benefits upon 
Retirement shall be based upon the benefit accrual rate, Average Final 
Compensation, and Credited Service as of that date (not including any 
period of DROP participation) and the retirement benefit amount for any 
subsequent employment period shall be based upon the benefit accrual 
rate, Average Final Compensation, and Credited Service as of the date of 
subsequent retirement (based only on the subsequent employment 
period). The amount of any death or disability benefit received as a result 
of a subsequent period of employment shall be reduced by the amount of 
accrued benefit eligible to be paid for a prior period of employment. The 
optional form of benefit and any joint pensioner selected upon initial 
retirement shall not be subject to change upon subsequent retirement 
except as otherwise provided herein, but the Member may select a 
different optional form and joint pensioner applicable to the subsequent 
retirement benefit. 

 
3. Any Retiree who is retired under normal retirement pursuant to this 

System and who is reemployed by the City after that Retirement and, by 
virtue of that reemployment is ineligible to participate in this System, shall, 
during the period of such reemployment, continue to receive retirement 
benefits previously earned if he is at least age sixty-two (62) fifty-nine and 
one-half (59½), otherwise the System shall discontinue receipt of benefits 
until he reaches age sixty-two (62) fifty-nine and one-half (59½). Former 
DROP participants shall begin receipt of benefits under these 
circumstances. 

 
4. After Early or Disability Retirement. Any Retiree who is retired under early 

or disability retirement pursuant to this System and who subsequently 
becomes an employee of the City in any capacity, shall discontinue receipt 
of benefits from the System until the earlier of termination of employment 
or such time as the reemployed Retiree reaches age sixty-two (62) 
fifty-nine and one-half (59½). A Retiree who returns to work under the 
provisions of this Section shall not be eligible for membership in the 
System, and, therefore, shall not accumulate additional Credited Service 
for subsequent periods of employment described in this Section, shall not 
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be required to make contributions to the System, nor shall he be eligible 
for any other benefit other than the Retiree's early retirement benefit when 
he again becomes eligible as provided herein. Retirement pursuant to an 
early retirement incentive program shall be deemed early retirement for 
purposes of this Section if the Member was permitted to retire prior to the 
customary retirement date provided for in the System at the time of 
retirement. 

 
SECTION 5: Specific authority is hereby granted to codify and incorporate this 
Ordinance in the existing Code of Ordinances of the City of Okeechobee. 
 
SECTION 6: All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same 
are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 7: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase of this ordinance, or 
the particular application thereof shall be held invalid by any court, administrative 
agency, or other body with appropriate jurisdiction, the remaining section, subsection, 
sentences, clauses, or phrases under application shall not be affected thereby. 
 
SECTION 8: That this Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption. 
 
 
INTRODUCED on first reading and set for public hearing this 7th day of September 

2021. 
 

________________________________ 
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Lane Gamiotea, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED on second reading after public hearing this 27th day of September 2021. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
_____________________________________ 
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1235 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE CITY'S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; ADDING A PROPERTY RIGHTS ELEMENT INCLUDING A 
GOAL, OBJECTIVE AND POLICIES, INCLUDING STATEMENTS OF PROPERTY 
RIGHTS AS PROVIDED IN FLORIDA STATUTES 163.3177(6), AS REQUIRED BY 
RECENTLY ADOPTED FLORIDA HOUSE BILL 59; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF 
FACT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City Of Okeechobee recognizes the need to plan for orderly growth and development; and 
the State Legislature passed the Community Planning Act requiring all local governments to prepare 
and adopt a Comprehensive Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes authorizes amendments to Adopted Comprehensive Plans under 

the Expedited Review Process; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City recognizes the adoption of House Bill 59 requiring adoption of a Property Rights Element 

into the City’s Comprehensive Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board, acting as the Local Planning Agency of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, 

recently reviewed and discussed proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 21-002-CPA at a 
duly advertised public hearing on August 19, 2021, and determined such request to be consistent 
with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and recommends the City Council transmit the proposed 
amendment to the State Land Planning Agency for review and approval, and subsequent adoption 
by ordinance by the City Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has agreed with the recommendation of the Planning Board and finds that 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 21-002-CPA complies with the requirements of Florida 
Statutes 163, Part II, and that the proposed Application is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, Florida; presented at 

a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly 
executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE. 

 
THIS ORDINANCE shall be known as a "City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan Amendment," 
pursuant to Florida Statutes 163.3184, regarding Application No. 21-002-CPA and shall be effective 
within the corporate boundaries of the City of Okeechobee, Florida. 

 
SECTION 2: AUTHORITY. 

 
This City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan Amendment is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 163.3184, Florida Statutes. 

 
SECTION 3: REVISIONS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 
The City Council for the City of Okeechobee, Florida amends herein the Comprehensive Plan by 
adding a Property Rights Element to read as follows: 

 
Property Rights Element 

 
Goals, Objectives and Policies 

 
Goal: The City shall recognize and respect all judicially acknowledged or constitutionally 

protected private property rights. 
Objective 1: Private property rights shall be considered in the City’s decision making. 
Policy 1.1: Property owners shall have the right to physically possess and control their interests 

in the property, including easements, leases, or mineral rights. 
Policy 1.2: Property owners shall have the right to use, maintain, develop, and improve their 

property for personal use or for the use of any other person, subject to state law and 
local ordinances. 
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Policy 1.3: Property owners shall have the right to privacy and to exclude others from the 

property to protect their possessions and property. 
Policy 1.4: Property owners shall have the right to dispose of their property through sale or gift. 

 
SECTION 3: INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida that the provisions of this 
Ordinance, and the revisions to the Comprehensive Plan which are incorporated herein by reference, 
shall become and be made a part of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan (City of 
Okeechobee Ordinance No. 635, as amended). 
 

SECTION 4: CONFLICT. 
 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 5: SEVERABILITY. 

 
If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be 
void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 6: EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
The effective date of this plan amendment, if the amendment is not timely challenged, shall be 31 
days after the State Land Planning Agency notifies the local government that the plan amendment 
package is complete. If timely challenged, this amendment shall become effective on the date the 
State Land Planning Agency or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining this 
adopted amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, development permits, or land 
uses dependent on this amendment may be issued or commence before it has become effective. If 
a final order of noncompliance is issued by the Administration Commission, this amendment may 
nevertheless be made effective by adoption of a resolution affirming its effective status, a copy of 
which resolution shall be sent to the State Land Planning Agency. 

 
 
INTRODUCED for first reading of the Ordinance for transmittal to the Stale Land Planning Agency at a public 

hearing this 27th day of September 2021, pursuant to Florida Statutes 163.3184. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second and Final Public Hearing this ____ day of __________________ 

2021, pursuant to Florida Statutes 163.3184. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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           CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 19, 2021 
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Hoover called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City of 
Okeechobee to order on Thursday, August 19, 2021, at 6:01 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Vice 
Chairperson Doug McCoy, Board Members Karyne Brass and Mac Jonassaint were 
present. Board Members Phil Baughman, Rick Chartier and Felix Granados as well as 
Alternate Board Members Joe Papasso and Jim Shaw were absent with consent. 

 
III. AGENDA 

 There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda. 
 Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to approve 

the agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 There were no comment cards submitted for public participation. 

 
IV. MINUTES 

 Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to dispense 
with the reading and approve the July 15, 2021, Regular Meeting minutes. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON HOOVER OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:03 P.M. 

 Comprehensive Plan Small Scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment 
Application No. 21-005-SSA, from Single Family Residential to Commercial on 
0.405± acres located on Northeast 13th Street, Lots 19 and 20 of Block 2, CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, Plat Book 5, Page 5, Public Records of Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Mr. Ben Smith of LaRue Planning and Management 

Services reviewed the Planning Staff Report recommending approval. 
2. Mr. Jeff Sumner was present on behalf of the Property Owner, Suraiya 

Husain Trustee of the Suraiya Husain Revocable Trust Agreement, and Mr. 
Derrill McAteer was present on behalf of the potential buyer of the property. 
The board had no questions. 

3. There were no public comments offered. 
4. There were no Ex-Parte disclosures offered. 
5. Motion by Board Member Jonassaint, seconded by Board Member Brass to 

recommend to the City Council approval of Comprehensive Plan Small Scale 
FLUM Amendment Application No. 21-005-SSA as presented in [Exhibit 1, 
which includes the findings as required for granting applications per Code 
Section 70-340; and the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and 
recommendation for approval]. Motion Carried Unanimously. The 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for September 27, 2021. 

 
 Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 21-002-CPA, which proposes to adopt a 

Property Rights Element into the City’s Comprehensive Plan as required by House 
Bill 59. 
1. City Planning Consultant Smith reviewed the Planning Staff Report 

recommending approval. 
2. There was no board discussion. 
3. There were no public comments offered. 
4. There were no Ex-Parte disclosures offered. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM B CONTINUED 
5. Motion by Board Member Brass, seconded by Vice Chairperson McCoy to 

recommend the City Council find proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
No. 21-002-CPA consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and transmit 
the Amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity for 
review and approval as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes the Planning 
Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for approval]. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be forwarded to the 
City Council for consideration at a Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for 
September 27, 2021. 

 
CHAIRPERSON HOOVER CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:16 P.M. 
 

VI. Chairperson Hoover adjourned the meeting at 6:16 P.M. 
 

                                               Submitted by: 
 
 __________________________ 
 Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning Board with 
respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Services’ 
media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records. 
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providing planning and management solutions for local governments 
1375 Jackson Street, Suite 206   Fort Myers, FL 33901    239-334-3366    www.larueplanning.com 

 

Staff Report 
 

To:   Okeechobee Planning Board 
From:   Ben Smith, AICP 
Meeting Date:  August 19, 2021 
Subject:   Property Rights Element Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

 
On June 29th, 2021, the Governor signed House Bill 59 into law. One of the requirements of HB 59 
is that every local government in the state of Florida must adopt a Property Rights Element into 
their Comprehensive Plan. The legislation provides a recommended “statement of rights” for 
inclusion in the Element. Though local governments are not required to adopt the exact language 
of the recommended statement of rights, the language that is adopted may not be in conflict with 
the provided statements. 
Another requirement of HB 59 is that local governments must adopt the Property Rights Element 
prior to adoption of any other comprehensive plan amendments that have been initiated after July 
1, 2021. As discussed at the July 15, 2021 Planning Board meeting, it is staff’s contention that the 
City’s proposed commercial corridor plan amendment was initiated prior to July 1, 2021 and should 
be allowed to be submitted to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) (state land 
planning agency) prior to the adoption of the Property Rights Element.  
City staff corresponded with DEO staff and provided documentation to verify that advertised public 
workshops for the proposed commercial corridor plan amendment were held in April and May and 
that the City paid for public hearing advertisement of that amendment in June prior to the adoption 
of the legislation. Nevertheless, DEO staff has stated that they are not considering the amendment 
to be initiated prior to July 1st because a public hearing was not held in June.  
At the July public hearing for the proposed commercial corridor amendment, the Planning Board 
voted to continue the hearing of that amendment to the September meeting and directed staff to 
bring the Property Rights Element for a public hearing as soon as possible so that it could be 
adopted prior to, or concurrently with the adoption of the Commercial Corridor Amendment. 
Attached is a proposed Ordinance for adoption of the Property Rights Element. The language that 
is included in the proposed policies is the recommended statement of rights included in the 
legislation. The proposed Goal includes an excerpt of existing language from Florida Statute 
Section 163.3161(10), which is also referenced in HB 59, along with Florida Statute Section 
187.101(3). The full text of those statute sections is provided below. The full, adopted text of HB 
59 is also attached. 
If the Planning Board, acting as City’s Local Planning Agency, agrees that the text changes in this 
proposed amendment are desirable and consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, we request 
that they recommend that the City Council transmit this amendment to DEO. The Board may also 
consider adopting alternative language for the Property Rights Element, as long as it does not 
conflict with the statement of rights provided in the statute. 
If the City Council also agrees that this proposed amendment is desirable and consistent with the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, then they may vote to transmit to DEO. Once the state and various 
agencies (FDOT, FDEP, SFWMD, etc.) have had 30 days to review the amendment, if there are 



 
 

     
  2 
 

no objections, then the City Council may adopt the amendment at a final public hearing.  
Florida Statute Section 163.3161(10) 
It is the intent of the Legislature that all governmental entities in this state recognize and respect 
judicially acknowledged or constitutionally protected private property rights. It is the intent of the 
Legislature that all rules, ordinances, regulations, comprehensive plans and amendments thereto, 
and programs adopted under the authority of this act must be developed, promulgated, 
implemented, and applied with sensitivity for private property rights and not be unduly restrictive, 
and property owners must be free from actions by others which would harm their property or which 
would constitute an inordinate burden on property rights as those terms are defined in s. 
70.001(3)(e) and (f). Full and just compensation or other appropriate relief must be provided to any 
property owner for a governmental action that is determined to be an invalid exercise of the police 
power which constitutes a taking, as provided by law. Any such relief must ultimately be determined 
in a judicial action. 
 
Florida Statute Section 187.101(3) 
The goals and policies contained in the State Comprehensive Plan shall be reasonably applied 
where they are economically and environmentally feasible, not contrary to the public interest, and 
consistent with the protection of private property rights. The plan shall be construed and applied as 
a whole, and no specific goal or policy in the plan shall be construed or applied in isolation from the 
other goals and policies in the plan. 
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      1 

An act relating to growth management; amending s. 2 

163.3167, F.S.; specifying requirements for certain 3 

comprehensive plans effective, rather than adopted, 4 

after a specified date and for associated land 5 

development regulations; amending s. 163.3177, F.S.; 6 

requiring local governments to include a property 7 

rights element in their comprehensive plans; providing 8 

a statement of rights which a local government may 9 

use; requiring a local government to adopt a property 10 

rights element by the earlier of its adoption of its 11 

next proposed plan amendment initiated after a certain 12 

date or the next scheduled evaluation and appraisal of 13 

its comprehensive plan; prohibiting a local 14 

government's property rights element from conflicting 15 

with the statement of rights contained in the act; 16 

amending s. 163.3237, F.S.; providing that the consent 17 

of certain property owners is not required for 18 

development agreement changes under certain 19 

circumstances; providing an exception; amending s. 20 

337.25, F.S.; requiring the Department of 21 

Transportation to afford a right of first refusal to 22 

certain individuals under specified circumstances; 23 

providing requirements and procedures for the right of 24 

first refusal; amending s. 380.06, F.S.; authorizing 25 
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certain developments of regional impact agreements to 26 

be amended under certain circumstances; providing 27 

retroactive applicability; providing a declaration of 28 

important state interest; providing an effective date. 29 

 30 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 31 

 32 

 Section 1.  Subsection (3) of section 163.3167, Florida 33 

Statutes, is amended to read: 34 

 163.3167  Scope of act.— 35 

 (3)  A municipality established after the effective date of 36 

this act shall, within 1 year after incorporation, establish a 37 

local planning agency, pursuant to s. 163.3174, and prepare and 38 

adopt a comprehensive plan of the type and in the manner set out 39 

in this act within 3 years after the date of such incorporation. 40 

A county comprehensive plan is controlling until the 41 

municipality adopts a comprehensive plan in accordance with this 42 

act. A comprehensive plan for a newly incorporated municipality 43 

which becomes effective adopted after January 1, 2016 2019, and 44 

all land development regulations adopted to implement the 45 

comprehensive plan must incorporate each development order 46 

existing before the comprehensive plan's effective date, may not 47 

impair the completion of a development in accordance with such 48 

existing development order, and must vest the density and 49 

intensity approved by such development order existing on the 50 
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effective date of the comprehensive plan without limitation or 51 

modification. 52 

 Section 2.  Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (6) of 53 

section 163.3177, Florida Statutes, to read: 54 

 163.3177  Required and optional elements of comprehensive 55 

plan; studies and surveys.— 56 

 (6)  In addition to the requirements of subsections (1)-57 

(5), the comprehensive plan shall include the following 58 

elements: 59 

 (i)1.  In accordance with the legislative intent expressed 60 

in ss. 163.3161(10) and 187.101(3) that governmental entities 61 

respect judicially acknowledged and constitutionally protected 62 

private property rights, each local government shall include in 63 

its comprehensive plan a property rights element to ensure that 64 

private property rights are considered in local decisionmaking. 65 

A local government may adopt its own property rights element or 66 

use the following statement of rights: 67 

 68 

The following rights shall be considered in local 69 

decisionmaking: 70 

 71 

1.  The right of a property owner to physically 72 

possess and control his or her interests in the 73 

property, including easements, leases, or mineral 74 

rights. 75 
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 76 

2.  The right of a property owner to use, maintain, 77 

develop, and improve his or her property for personal 78 

use or for the use of any other person, subject to 79 

state law and local ordinances. 80 

 81 

3.  The right of the property owner to privacy and to 82 

exclude others from the property to protect the 83 

owner's possessions and property. 84 

 85 

4.  The right of a property owner to dispose of his or 86 

her property through sale or gift. 87 

 88 

 2.  Each local government must adopt a property rights 89 

element in its comprehensive plan by the earlier of the date of 90 

its adoption of its next proposed plan amendment that is 91 

initiated after July 1, 2021, or the date of the next scheduled 92 

evaluation and appraisal of its comprehensive plan pursuant to 93 

s. 163.3191. If a local government adopts its own property 94 

rights element, the element may not conflict with the statement 95 

of rights provided in subparagraph 1. 96 

 Section 3.  Section 163.3237, Florida Statutes, is amended 97 

to read: 98 

 163.3237  Amendment or cancellation of a development 99 

agreement.—A development agreement may be amended or canceled by 100 



        

ENROLLED 

CS/CS/CS/HB 59, Engrossed 1  2021 Legislature 

 

 

 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

hb0059-05-er 

Page 5 of 8 

F L O R I D A  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 

 

 
 

mutual consent of the parties to the agreement or by their 101 

successors in interest. A party or its designated successor in 102 

interest to a development agreement and a local government may 103 

amend or cancel a development agreement without securing the 104 

consent of other parcel owners whose property was originally 105 

subject to the development agreement, unless the amendment or 106 

cancellation directly modifies the allowable uses or 107 

entitlements of such owners' property. 108 

 Section 4.  Subsection (4) of section 337.25, Florida 109 

Statutes, is amended to read: 110 

 337.25  Acquisition, lease, and disposal of real and 111 

personal property.— 112 

 (4)  The department may convey, in the name of the state, 113 

any land, building, or other property, real or personal, which 114 

was acquired under subsection (1) and which the department has 115 

determined is not needed for the construction, operation, and 116 

maintenance of a transportation facility. When such a 117 

determination has been made, property may be disposed of through 118 

negotiations, sealed competitive bids, auctions, or any other 119 

means the department deems to be in its best interest, with due 120 

advertisement for property valued by the department at greater 121 

than $10,000. A sale may not occur at a price less than the 122 

department's current estimate of value, except as provided in 123 

paragraphs (a)-(d). The department may afford a right of first 124 

refusal to the local government or other political subdivision 125 
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in the jurisdiction in which the parcel is situated, except in a 126 

conveyance transacted under paragraph (a), paragraph (c), or 127 

paragraph (e). Notwithstanding any provision of this section to 128 

the contrary, before any conveyance under this subsection may be 129 

made, except a conveyance under paragraph (a) or paragraph (c), 130 

the department shall first afford a right of first refusal to 131 

the previous property owner for the department's current 132 

estimate of value of the property. The right of first refusal 133 

must be made in writing and sent to the previous owner via 134 

certified mail or hand delivery, effective upon receipt. The 135 

right of first refusal must provide the previous owner with a 136 

minimum of 30 days to exercise the right in writing and must be 137 

sent to the originator of the offer by certified mail or hand 138 

delivery, effective upon dispatch. If the previous owner 139 

exercises his or her right of first refusal, the previous owner 140 

has a minimum of 90 days to close on the property. The right of 141 

first refusal set forth in this subsection may not be required 142 

for the disposal of property acquired more than 10 years before 143 

the date of disposition by the department. 144 

 (a)  If the property has been donated to the state for 145 

transportation purposes and a transportation facility has not 146 

been constructed for at least 5 years, plans have not been 147 

prepared for the construction of such facility, and the property 148 

is not located in a transportation corridor, the governmental 149 

entity may authorize reconveyance of the donated property for no 150 
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consideration to the original donor or the donor's heirs, 151 

successors, assigns, or representatives. 152 

 (b)  If the property is to be used for a public purpose, 153 

the property may be conveyed without consideration to a 154 

governmental entity. 155 

 (c)  If the property was originally acquired specifically 156 

to provide replacement housing for persons displaced by 157 

transportation projects, the department may negotiate for the 158 

sale of such property as replacement housing. As compensation, 159 

the state shall receive at least its investment in such property 160 

or the department's current estimate of value, whichever is 161 

lower. It is expressly intended that this benefit be extended 162 

only to persons actually displaced by the project. Dispositions 163 

to any other person must be for at least the department's 164 

current estimate of value. 165 

 (d)  If the department determines that the property 166 

requires significant costs to be incurred or that continued 167 

ownership of the property exposes the department to significant 168 

liability risks, the department may use the projected 169 

maintenance costs over the next 10 years to offset the 170 

property's value in establishing a value for disposal of the 171 

property, even if that value is zero. 172 

 (e)  If, at the discretion of the department, a sale to a 173 

person other than an abutting property owner would be 174 

inequitable, the property may be sold to the abutting owner for 175 
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the department's current estimate of value. 176 

 Section 5.  Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section 177 

380.06, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 178 

 380.06  Developments of regional impact.— 179 

 (4)  LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT ORDER.— 180 

 (d)  Any agreement entered into by the state land planning 181 

agency, the developer, and the local government with respect to 182 

an approved development of regional impact previously classified 183 

as essentially built out, or any other official determination 184 

that an approved development of regional impact is essentially 185 

built out, remains valid unless it expired on or before April 6, 186 

2018, and may be amended pursuant to the processes adopted by 187 

the local government for amending development orders. Any such 188 

agreement or amendment may authorize the developer to exchange 189 

approved land uses, subject to demonstrating that the exchange 190 

will not increase impacts to public facilities. This paragraph 191 

applies to all such agreements and amendments effective on or 192 

after April 6, 2018. 193 

 Section 6.  The Legislature finds and declares that this 194 

act fulfills an important state interest. 195 

 Section 7.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 196 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1237 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; LEVYING THE AD VALOREM 
PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES 
ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2021 AND 
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2022; PROVIDING THAT 7.6018 PER 
THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE LEVIED ON 
HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION SHALL 
BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT SAID 
MILLAGE RATE IS 3.68 PERCENT (3.68%) MORE THAN THE 
ROLL- BACK RATE OF 7.3317 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(8)(f), Florida Statutes provides that “voted millage” 
or “voted levies” means ad valorem taxes in excess of maximum millage 
amounts authorized by law approved for periods not longer than two (2) 
years by vote of the electors pursuant to Section 9(b), Article VII of the 
State Constitution or ad valorem taxes levied for purposes provided in 
Section 12, Article VII of the State Constitution; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(2)(a), Florida Statutes provides that “general 
municipal millage” shall be that non-voted millage rate set by the 
governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes governs the adoption and levying 
of millage rates and provides that the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee shall comply with the controlling provisions of Florida law in 
adoption of any millage rates, including municipal debt service millage, 
voted millage and voted levies; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes provides that the City Council as 
the governing body of the City of Okeechobee and as its taxing authority 
must adopt a resolution or ordinance in order to levy any millage in the 
manner specifically provided by general law or special act; and 
 

WHEREAS, October 1, 2021 is the commencement of the Fiscal Year for the 
City of Okeechobee, which shall end on September 30, 2022; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida, held public hearings as required by 
Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, on September 7, 2021, and 
September 27, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida has complied with all other 
requirements of law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
Section 1 The ad valorem property tax operating millage rate for municipal 

purposes is hereby levied on the taxable property within the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Okeechobee for Fiscal Year 
beginning October 1, 2021 and ending September 30, 2022. 

 
The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, hereby levies a 
tax of 7.6018 per thousand dollar valuation on all real and tangible 
personal property within the corporate boundaries of the City of 
Okeechobee, provided however, that 7.6018 shall not be levied 
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upon property in the City of Okeechobee claimed and allowed as 
homestead on the general laws of the State of Florida. 

 
Section 2: The millage rate adopted is 3.68 percent more than the roll-back 

rate of 7.3317 as computed in accordance with Florida Statutes 
Section 200.065(1). 

 
Section 3: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered, and adopted under 

the provisions of Florida Statutes Chapter 166 and Section 200.065, 
in conformance with applicable law and the State Constitution. 

 
Section 4: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance 

upon second reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County 
Property Appraiser, the Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the 
Florida Department of Revenue as required by law. 

 
Section 5: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 
 
Section 6: The provisions within this Ordinance shall take effect October 1, 

2021. 
 
 
INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 7th  day of 

September 2021. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 
27th day of September 2021. 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 

       

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1238 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2021, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 
2022; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATING EXPENSES 
OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE GENERAL 
OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY 
AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY FOR AND 
DURING THE FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee adopts a final budget and appropriates funds 

on an annual basis for the general operation of several departments of the 
City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee held budget workshops on July 27, 2021, 

August 11, 2021, and August 17, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 166.241, Florida Statutes provides specific requirements to 

which municipalities must comply with regard to budgets and budget 
amendments; and  

 
WHEREAS, State law requires that municipal budgets are balanced and adopted 

annually, and the adoption must be by resolution or ordinance including 
provisions relating to the methods and timing of budget amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2021 tax assessment role for the City of Okeechobee has been 

paired, equalized and certified, showing: Total taxable value of real and 
personal property: $347,778,134.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the process of the adoption of the annual budget is governed by 

Chapter 200, Florida Statutes, requiring calculation of the rolled-back tax 
rate and percentage increase over the rolled-rate, certain public notices, 
public hearings, format of required ordinances, and the like. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by 
majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or 
designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City:  

 
Section 1: The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, after having held 

a public hearing on the annual budget, including General Fund, Public 
Facilities Improvement Fund, Capital Improvement Projects Fund, 
Other Grants Fund, and Law Enforcement Special Fund, hereby 
adopts as its annual budget the expenditures, as fully set forth below, 
for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2021, and ending September 
30, 2022. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 4,342,501.00 
  Ad Valorem Taxes - 7.6018 $ 2,537,990.00 
  Other Fees $ 748,800.00 
  Intergovernmental Revenue $ 1,773,400.00 
  Charges for Current Services $ 1,099,300.00 
  Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties $ 21,450.00 
  Uses of Money and Property $ 8,500.00 
  Other Revenues $ 39,240.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 10,571,181.00 
 

  Transfer-In from Public Facilities Improvement Fund $ 350,000.00 
  Transfer-In from Capital Improvement Projects Fund $ 873,534.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES AND TRANSFERS $ 11,794,715.00 
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 Expenditures: 
  Legislative $ 182,835.00 
  Executive $ 268,005.00 
  City Clerk $ 300,087.00 
  Financial Services $ 337,930.00 
  Legal Counsel $ 190,400.00 
  General Services $ 558,794.00 
  Law Enforcement $ 3,149,173.00 
  Fire Protection $ 1,070,865.00 
  Road and Street Facilities $ 1,394,125.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 7,452,214.00 
GENERAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,342,501.00 

 
PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 923,970.00 
  Revenues $ 2,158,701.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 3,082,671.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 1,978,201.00 
  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 350,000.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 2,328,201.00 
PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE $ 754,470.00 

 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND 
 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 3,685,061.00 
  Revenues $ 171,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 3,856,061.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 318,800.00 
  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 873,534.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,192,334.00 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND BALANCE $ 2,663,727.00 

 
OTHER GRANTS FUND 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 260,000.00 
  Revenues $ 300,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 560,000.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 430,000.00 
OTHER GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 130,000.00 

 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND 
 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 15,600.00 
  Revenues $ 1,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 16,600.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 11,500.00 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND BALANCE $ 5,100.00 
 
 

Section 2: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered and adopted under the 
provisions of Chapter 166 and 200.065 Florida Statutes. 
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Section 3: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance 
upon second reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County 
Property Appraiser, the Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the 
Florida Department of Revenue as required by law. 

 
 

Section 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
 

Section 5: The City Administrator, through the Finance Director, is hereby 
authorized and directed to disburse monies for the purpose of meeting 
the expenses and expenditures of the City as appropriated. 

 
 

Section 6: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective October 1, 2021. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 7th day of September 
2021. 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 

27th day of September 2021. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 



CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 

Public Works is requesting the approval for the purchase of a new Energreen ILF Aspen telescopic tool 
carrier with 29’9” arm and 47” flail head mower from Energreen America for $205,000.04. The new 
mower will replace our existing arm tractor which was purchased in 2011.  The existing arm tractor is 
out of service due to problems with the mower head.  

Over the past few weeks, I have done extensive research including talking with manufacturers and end 
users at several municipalities and counties throughout Florida. Two options were evaluated to 
determine the best option for the replacement of our arm-tractor. The first option was to purchase a 
unit similar to our arm tractor consisting of an agricultural type tractor with an arm mower attachment. 

Traditional Ag tractor with Arm Mower Attachment 

The Ag tractor/mower combination has the advantage of generally being lower priced however there 
are distinct disadvantages to this option: 

• The Ag tractor/mower combination are typically a single use piece of equipment that can only
be used for mowing.

• Because of the weight and length of the mower arm attachment, Ag tractor/mower arm
combinations are susceptible to failure in both the frame connection of the mower to the
tractor as well as the rear axle of the tractor. Our existing arm tractor experienced both of these
failures. The cost of the repairs was more than $20,000 and resulted in months of down time.

• Because of the configuration of the arm, visibility of the cutting head is limited which can lead to
damage of the cutting head as well as other objects in the path of the mower.

To: Gary Ritter, City Administrator 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 9/8/2021 

Re: Arm-tractor replacement purchase order request 
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Several tractor/mower combinations are available through the Florida Sheriff’s Association annual bid. 
The price rage for a replacement with a comparable specification to our existing unit was from $150,000 
to $219,000. The low-price option based on a Case IH Maxxum tractor was my first option, however I 
was informed by the dealer representative that due to current manufacturing conditions, the lead time 
for the purchase of a unit from Case would be more than one year. The next lowest priced unit was a 
John Deere/Alamo combination. Given the significant issues we have had with our existing Alamo 
mowers as well as the negative feedback I receive from other Alamo users, purchasing another Alamo 
mower is not acceptable. The price of the other two mowers was comparable with the tool carrier 
option which has several advantages over the Ag tractor/mower arm combination. 
 
The second option that was evaluated is known as a tool carrier.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tool Carrier with Arm Mower Attachment 
 

Three different tool carriers were evaluated with the Energreen option being recommended having the 
mid-price point. I spoke with several of the municipalities that had experience with the low cost option 
from Mowermax. Several of the people I talked to said they had significant mechanical issues including 
one that reported the unit catching fire during the demo by the manufacturer. Pinellas County is using 
the Energreen equipment and highly recommends it and Martin County is strongly considering 
purchasing Energreen equipment to replace their arm tractor fleet. Additionally, Everglades Farm 
Equipment has just become the Florida distributor for Energreen equipment for future parts and service. 
 
Tool Carriers offer several advantages over the Ag tractor/mower combination: 
 

• Unlike an Ag tractor, the tool carrier is designed for operations using a boom with attachment 
configuration. 

• Because the mower is on a rotating head, mowing can be accomplished in both directions 
increasing productivity. 

• Greater visibility of the mower head decreasing potential damage to the mower head and 
surrounding objects. 

• Tool carriers are designed as a multi-function machine and can be used for multiple operations 
depending on the implement attached to the arm. In the future, the addition of some of these 
implements would significantly increase the amount of use we would be able get from our 
investment. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Grapple attachment for debris clean-up. $5,847.79 

 

 

 

 
River Bucket for Vegetation Removal $8,917.89 

 

 
Trunk Pincers for large tree debris removal $7,671.61 

 
Additional available implements: 

 

• Ditching bucket 

• Ditch Cleaner 

• Power Blower 

• Power Shears for mowing large 
vegetation such as shrubs 

• Iron brush for cleaning roadway edges 

• Guardrail mower 

• Stump Grinder 

• Forestry head for mulching trees and 
shrubs up to 8” 

• Saw bar for tree trimming 

 
The disposal plan for the existing John Deere tractor/mower is to remove the arm mower attachment 
and use the tractor as a replacement for a 20-year-old New Holland tractor that is used to pull a 15’ 
wide “batwing” mower.  The 20-year-old tractor will be sold as surplus on govdeals. 







































Thank you very much for this opportunity to be of service to the

RMPK Funding 

By: 

Date: 

To: 

Attention: 

Project: 

File No.: 

Description of Services: 

Compensation:  

Upon your acceptance, a signed copy of this form will serve as your written authorization to proceed with 

the description of services as noted above. 

Date: 
Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

APPROVED BY 

By:  Date: 

C o s t  P r o p o s a l  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s

September 13, 2021

City of Okeechobee  
55 SE 3rd Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Gary Ritter 
City Administrator

2022 Florida Recreation Development Assistance Grant (FRDAP) 

2021-320

Grant preparation and submission services for one (1) 2022 Florida Recreation 
Development Assistance Grant (FRDAP) for Parks off Park Street. 

Compensation shall be in the lump sum of Three Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($3,000) 

City of Okeechobee

City of Okeechobee 

September 13, 2021

Gary Ritter 
City Administrator
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RMPK 
FUNDING

Public Funding   Governmental Advocacy   Economic Development  
 

 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

  
Grant Preparation 
 

• Research and obtain necessary documents for the grant application 
 

• Complete any/all pre-application requirements and registrations.  
 

 

• Prepare and submit grant application and required forms for evaluation 
 

• Handle all follow up requests from Grantor relating to the application 
 

• Attend or coordinate any meetings necessary for the grant application 
 

• Prepare materials and make presentation as needed 
 

• Act as a liaison between the City and the Grant Agency 
 

• Provide City with updated timelines and information concerning the 
funding process 

 



FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
2022 Florida Recreational Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) 
Regular Application Cycle  
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection provides funds through the Florida 

Recreational Development Assistance Program’s competitive grants for the acquisition or 

development of outdoor recreational facilities.  Any municipality may apply for up to two FRDAP 

grants during each funding cycle, but may only have three FRDAP grants active at one time. 

Eligible Activities include but are not limited to: 
Basketball Courts, Field Lighting, Boating Facilities, Beach Access, Playgrounds, Soccer Fields, Tennis Courts, 

Baseball/Softball Facilities, Sports lighting, Trails, Picnic Facilities, Fishing/Nature Piers, Outdoor 

Amphitheaters, Dog Parks, Cultural Facilities, Support Facilities and any other outdoor recreation or open space 

elements. 

Application Deadline:  October 15, 2021 

Maximum Grant Amount:  $50,000- $200,000 (2 applications are permitted for each cycle)

Eligible Costs: Project costs from July 1, 2021 and on are reimbursable. 
Grant preparation fees are eligible to be reimbursed as a part of the grant. 

Match:  Grants up to $50,000 have no matching fund requirement. 
Grants more than $50,000 and up to $150,000 have a 25% matching funds requirement. 

Grants over $150,000 have a 100% matching funds requirement.   
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        March 9, 2017

City of Oakland Park 
Financial Services/Purchasing Division
3650 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

Re:  RFP# 030917, Grant Management Consultant 

Dear City of Oakland Park:

Enclosed please find our proposal for grant consulting services for the City of Oakland Park.  We 
are pleased to have the opportunity to submit this proposal for your review.

In the past 14 years, we have successfully obtained 145 million dollars in grant funding, most of 
which has allowed our clients to develop a wide range of capital projects.  RMPK Funding is 
highly qualified to handle the grant needs of the City of Oakland Park for several reasons:

(1) Firm Experience - RMPK Funding understands the intricacies of researching, planning and 
obtaining funding from all types of public funding sources.  We know the key people in 
local, state, and federal funding programs and, throughout the years, have established 
excellent working relationships with them.  We have had proven success in bringing 
millions of dollars to local communities, as well as performing grant administration to bring 
projects to a successful completion.

(2) Key Personnel Qualifications - All members of our grant staff will comprise the core team 
available to the City of Oakland Park.  RMPK Funding is in the unique position of having a 
full-time grants staff that possesses unparalleled diversity and experience.  Our core team 
members have worked directly with local, state, and federal officials on every level during 
the last fourteen years to obtain over 145 million dollars in grant funding for local 
communities throughout the State of Florida.  The project manager for the City of 
Oakland Park will be Ryan A. Ruskay.  In addition to Mr. Ruskay, Joseph Dawson will 
also be responsible for grant proposal and management services.

(3) Prime Location - RMPK Funding is firmly well-established throughout the State of 
Florida. One of the main goals of our firm is to establish good working relationships within 
the communities that we serve. We believe that our close proximity and involvement within 
the community will create a beneficial working relationship.  Our office, located in Jupiter, 
will be responsible for serving the City of Oakland Park. 

Public Funding   Governmental Advocacy   Economic Development

601 Heritage Blvd. Suite 402   Jupiter, Florida  33458
Ph:  (561) 745-2401    Fax:  (561) 746-3380   rruskay@rmpkfunding.com

RMPK	
FUNDING
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Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

Mr. Ruskay has more than 1 years of extensive experience in the evaluation and management of 
various state and federal funding programs, obtaining $1 5 million dollars in the past nine years. 
He has worked with a wide range of local governments to find and obtain the funding necessary to 
make their capital projects a success. His projects consistently place in the top percentages of 
funding programs on the local, state and federal level.  Mr. Ruskay’s experience includes obtaining 
funding for land acquisition, transportation projects, cultural facilities and public safety projects. 
In addition to assisting local communities throughout the state in obtaining funding for capital 
projects, Mr. Ruskay and the staff at RMPK Funding have developed Capital Improvement and 
Strategic Funding Plans for many of their clients.

Beginning his career with the State of Florida, Mr. Ruskay managed such programs as the Florida 
Recreational Development Assistance Program and the Florida Boating Improvement Program. 
Besides acting as Project Manager for hundreds of projects across the entire state, he has been actively 
involved in the evaluation and selection of State and Federal grant applications. This experience, 
combined with his relationships with many key funding coordinators on the local, state, and federal 
level, will ensure that the clients of the RMPK Funding have the best opportunity to receive funding.  

MUNICIPAL PROJECTS 
FUNDED 

Emergency Facilities Park 
Land Acquisition Park 

Facilities Recreation Grants 
Social Services Stormwater 

Improvements Sanitary Sewer 
Systems Street & Drainage 

Projects State Revolving Fund 
Loans Cultural Facilities 

Historic Preservation 
Hurricane Mitigation Urban 
Reforestation Community 

Development Block Grants 

Activities related to the management of local, state and 
federal funding programs: 

Florida Recreational Development Assistance Program,
Project Manager
Land and Water Conservation Fund, Program Manager
Recreational Trails Program, Project Manager
Florida Boating Improvement Program, Program Manager
Department of Environmental Protection’s Legislative Line
Item Program, Project Manger
Corzo, Castalla, Carballo, Thompson, Salman, P.A., Coral 
Gables, Florida, Funding Director
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Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

Activities related to the evaluation of local, state and federal 
funding programs: 

1998 - 1999 National Recreation Trails Program Council Member - Evaluated
NRTPC applications and prioritized projects for funding. Funding originated
from the federal government and was administered by the State.
1999 - 2001 FRDAP Evaluation Team Member - Participated in the evaluation of 
FRDAP applications.  The Team determined scores for each project which
resulted in a priority list that was presented to the Florida Legislature.
Development of Capital Improvement Plans for the City of Oviedo, Town of
Hypoluxo and the City of Key Colony Beach
Development of Strategic Funding Plans for the Town of Bay Harbor Islands,
Town of Jupiter, New Smyrna Beach CRA, City of Cocoa Beach CRA and City
of Doral, City of Lenexa, Buckhead Greenspace Action Plan

Featured Speaker - Lectures on planning and obtaining funds for 
capital projects: 

Florida Finance Officers Association

Florida Recreation and Parks

Association Florida League of Cities

Florida Engineering Society 

EDUCATION 

Bachelor of Science, Political Science 
Florida State University 
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9. monthly s

10. Meet with City staff at least once quarterly to 
provide updates and as needed for specific issues 

14



15



16



17



R
M

P
K

 
F
U

N
D

IN
G

Sa
n
fo

rd
 R

iv
er

w
al

k

M
em

o
ri

al
 

Pa
rk

Sa
n
fo

rd
 

M
ar

in
a

C
o

m
m

u
n
it
y

Tr
ee

 P
ro

gr
am

$
0

0
,0

0
0

 f
ro

m
 

o
n
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

e

$
4
9
5
,6

8
9
 f

ro
m

 
 t

h
re

e 
fu

n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

es

$
3
8
9
,1

6
0

 f
ro

m
 

 f
o

u
r 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

es

Fo
rt

 M
el

lo
n

Pa
rk

0
0

0
 

fr
o

m
  
th

re
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

es

En
er

gy
 E

ff
ic

ie
n
cy

 
R

et
ro

fi
t

$
5
0

2
,5

0
0

 f
ro

m
o

n
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

e

Fa
rm

er
’s

M
ar

ke
t

$
3
7
,6

9
0

 f
ro

m
 

 o
n
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

e

Fi
re

 P
re

v
en

ti
o

n
&

 S
af

et
y 

G
ra

n
t

$
16

8
,0

0
0

 f
ro

m
 

 o
n
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

e

Sa
n
fo

rd
 M

ar
in

a
D

ay
 B

o
at

 S
lip

s
$
2
0

0
,0

0
0

 f
ro

m
 

o
n
e 

fu
n
d
in

g
so

u
rc

e

18



19



20



Road Improvements Project Example
Northlake Boulevard
Northlake Task Force:

Transportation Enhancement Program $500,000
Transportation Enhancement Program $500,000
Transportation Enhancement Program $222,000

TOTAL: $1,222,000

RMPK 
FUNDING

Palm Beach County

City of Palm Beach Gardens

Village of North Palm Beach

Town of Lake Clark
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RESOLUTION NO. R-2021- 008

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF

OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF

THE AGREEMENT FOR GRANT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

BETWEEN THE CITY AND RMPK FUNDING FOR AN

ADDITIONAL TWO ( 2) YEAR TERM IN ACCORDANCE WITH

ARTICLE III OF THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT DATED APRIL

5TH, 2017; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it to be in the best interests of the City
to approve the renewal of the Agreement for Grant Management Services between the

City and RMPK Funding for an additional two (2) year term. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION

OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA THAT: 

SECTION I. The foregoing " WHEREAS" clause is true and correct and hereby
ratified and confirmed by the City Commission. All exhibits attached hereto are hereby
incorporated herein. 

SECTION 2. In accepting the recommendation of City staff, the City
Commission of the City of Oakland Park, Florida, hereby approves the renewal of the
Agreement for Grant Management Services between the City and RMPK Funding for an
additional two (2) year term commencing on April 5, 2021 and ending on April 4, 2023 in
accordance with Article III of the original Agreement dated April 5' h, 2017. 

SECTION 3. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and

the same are repealed to the extent of such conflicts. 

SECTION 4. If any clause, section or other part of this Resolution shall be held
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such

unconstitutional or invalid part shall be considered eliminated and will in no way affect
the validity of the other provisions of this Resolution. 

SECTION 5. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its
passage and adoption. 
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ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Oakland Park, Florida this 201h
day of January 2021. 

CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA

AT

AJ4,-"Z— 

REkEE M. SHROUT, CMC

CITY CLERK

M. CARN YES

A. GORDON YES

M. ROSENWALD YES

M. SPARKS YES

J. BOLIN YES
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Exit c ,. t

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland Park, a Florida municipal corporation ( the " City") 
and RMPK Funding entered into an Agreement on April 5, 2017, R- 2017- 032. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, the City and RMPK
Funding do agree to enter into this final two ( 2) year term extension to original agreement to
provide grant writing and management services, including: 

Funding Needs Analysis/ Strategic Outreach
Grant Funding Research
Grant Proposal Development and Review

Grant Management Services

Monthly and Annual Reporting

The Contractor agrees to payment for services as identified in CONTRACTOR' s response to
RFP # 030917

The term of this Renewal Agreement shall be for a period of two ( 2) consecutive years, from
April 5, 2021 to April 4, 2023. 

All terms, conditions, and provisions of the Request for Proposal # 030917 are incorporated

herein by reference and made specific part hereof. 

CITY

CITY

By: 

Title: 

Date. 

CONTRACTOR: 

By: Ryan A. Ruskay

Title: President

Date 2/ 3/ 2021

R- 2021- 0D? 



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE § 287. 135

1, Ryan A. Ruskay , on behalf of RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

Print Name and Title Company Name

certify that RMPK FUNDING, Inc. does not: 

Company Name

1. Participate in a boycott of Israel; and

2. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List; and

3. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan List; and

4. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List; 
and

5. Has not engaged in business operations in Syria. 

Submitting a false certification shall be deemed a material breach of contract. The City shall provide
notice, in writing, to the Contractor of the City' s determination concerning the false certification. The
Contractor shall have ninety ( 90) days following receipt of the notice to respond in writing and
demonstrate that the determination of false certification was made in error. If the Contractor does not
demonstrate that the City' s determination of false certification was made in error then the City shall
have the right to terminate the contract and seek civil remedies pursuant to Florida Statute § 287. 135. 

Section 287. 135, Florida Statutes, prohibits the City from: 1) Contracting with companies for goods
or services in any amount if at the time of bidding on, submitting a proposal for, or entering into or
renewing a contract if the company is on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, created
pursuant to Section 215. 4725, F. S. or is engaged in a boycott of Israel; and

2) Contracting with companies, for goods or services over $ 1, 000,000.00 that are on either the
Scrutinized Companies with activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, created pursuant to s. 
215.473, or are engaged in business operations in Syria. 

As the person authorized to sign on behalf of the Contractor, I hereby certify that the company
identified above in the section entitled " Contractor Name" does not participate in any boycott of
Israel, is not listed on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, is not listed on either the
Scrutinized Companies with activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, and is not engaged in
business operations in Syria. I understand that pursuant to section 287. 135, Florida Statutes, the
submission of a false certification may subject the company to civil penalties, attorney' s fees, and/ or
costs. I further understand that any contract with the City for goods or services may be terminated at
the option of the City if the company is found to have submitted a false certification or has been
placed on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan list or the Scrutinized Companies with
Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List— 

RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

COMPANY NAME

Ryan A. Ruskay

PRINT NAME



E -VERIFY FORM

Definitions: 

Contractor" means a person or entity that has entered or is attempting to enter into a contract with a
public employer to provide labor, supplies, or services to such employer in exchange for salary, wages, 
or other remuneration. 

Subcontractor" means a person or entity that provides labor, supplies, or services to or for a contractor
or another subcontractor in exchange for salary, wages, or other remuneration. 

Effective January 1, 2021, public and private employers, contractors and subcontractors will begin
required registration with, and use of the E -verify system in order to verify the work authorization
status of all newly hired employees. Vendor/Consultant/ Contractor acknowledges and agrees to utilize
the U. S. Department of Homeland Security' s E -Verify System to verify the employment eligibility of: 

a) All persons employed by Vendor/Consultant/Contractor to perform employment duties within
Florida during the term of the contract; and

b) All persons ( including sub- vendors/ subconsultants/ subcontractors) assigned by
Vendor/Consultant/Contractor to perform work pursuant to the contract with the Department. 
The Vendor/Consultant/ Contractor acknowledges and agrees that use of the U. S. Department
of Homeland Security' s E -Verify System during the term of the contract is a condition of the
contract with the City of Oakland Park; and

Should vendor become successful Contractor awarded for the above- named project, by entering into
this Contract, the Contractor becomes obligated to comply with the provisions of Section 448.095, 
Fla. Stat., " Employment Eligibility," as amended from time to time. This includes but is not limited
to utilization of the E -Verify System to verify the work authorization status of all newly hired
employees, and requiring all subcontractors to provide an affidavit attesting that the subcontractor
does not employ, contract with, or subcontract with, an unauthorized alien. The contractor shall
maintain a copy of such affidavit for the duration of the contract. Failure to comply will lead to
tennination of this Contract, or if a subcontractor knowingly violates the statute, the subcontract must
be terminated immediately. If this contract is terminated for a violation of the statute by the
Contractor, the Contractor may not be awarded a public contract for a period of I year after the date
of termination. 

Company Name: RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

Authorized Signature: 17
Print Name: Ryan A. Ruskay

Title: President

Date: 2/ 3/ 2021



Thank you very much for this opportunity to be of service to the

RMPK Funding 

By: 

Date: 

To: 

Attention: 

Project: 

File No.: 

Description of Services: 

Compensation:  

Upon your acceptance, a signed copy of this form will serve as your written authorization to proceed with 

the description of services as noted above. 

Date: 
Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

APPROVED BY 

By:  Date: 

C o s t  P r o p o s a l  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s

September 13, 2021

City of Okeechobee  
55 SE 3rd Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Gary Ritter 
City Administrator

2022 Florida Recreation Development Assistance Grant (FRDAP) 

2021-321

Grant preparation and submission services for one (1) 2022 Florida Recreation 
Development Assistance Grant (FRDAP) for Centennial Park. 

Compensation shall be in the lump sum of Three Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($3,000) 

City of Okeechobee

City of Okeechobee 

September 13, 2021

Gary Ritter 
City Administrator
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RMPK 
FUNDING

Public Funding   Governmental Advocacy   Economic Development  
 

 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

  
Grant Preparation 
 

• Research and obtain necessary documents for the grant application 
 

• Complete any/all pre-application requirements and registrations.  
 

 

• Prepare and submit grant application and required forms for evaluation 
 

• Handle all follow up requests from Grantor relating to the application 
 

• Attend or coordinate any meetings necessary for the grant application 
 

• Prepare materials and make presentation as needed 
 

• Act as a liaison between the City and the Grant Agency 
 

• Provide City with updated timelines and information concerning the 
funding process 

 



FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
2022 Florida Recreational Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) 
Regular Application Cycle  
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection provides funds through the Florida 

Recreational Development Assistance Program’s competitive grants for the acquisition or 

development of outdoor recreational facilities.  Any municipality may apply for up to two FRDAP 

grants during each funding cycle, but may only have three FRDAP grants active at one time. 

Eligible Activities include but are not limited to: 
Basketball Courts, Field Lighting, Boating Facilities, Beach Access, Playgrounds, Soccer Fields, Tennis Courts, 

Baseball/Softball Facilities, Sports lighting, Trails, Picnic Facilities, Fishing/Nature Piers, Outdoor 

Amphitheaters, Dog Parks, Cultural Facilities, Support Facilities and any other outdoor recreation or open space 

elements. 

Application Deadline:  October 15, 2021 

Maximum Grant Amount:  $50,000- $200,000 (2 applications are permitted for each cycle)

Eligible Costs: Project costs from July 1, 2021 and on are reimbursable. 
Grant preparation fees are eligible to be reimbursed as a part of the grant. 

Match:  Grants up to $50,000 have no matching fund requirement. 
Grants more than $50,000 and up to $150,000 have a 25% matching funds requirement. 

Grants over $150,000 have a 100% matching funds requirement.   
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        March 9, 2017

City of Oakland Park 
Financial Services/Purchasing Division
3650 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

Re:  RFP# 030917, Grant Management Consultant 

Dear City of Oakland Park:

Enclosed please find our proposal for grant consulting services for the City of Oakland Park.  We 
are pleased to have the opportunity to submit this proposal for your review.

In the past 14 years, we have successfully obtained 145 million dollars in grant funding, most of 
which has allowed our clients to develop a wide range of capital projects.  RMPK Funding is 
highly qualified to handle the grant needs of the City of Oakland Park for several reasons:

(1) Firm Experience - RMPK Funding understands the intricacies of researching, planning and 
obtaining funding from all types of public funding sources.  We know the key people in 
local, state, and federal funding programs and, throughout the years, have established 
excellent working relationships with them.  We have had proven success in bringing 
millions of dollars to local communities, as well as performing grant administration to bring 
projects to a successful completion.

(2) Key Personnel Qualifications - All members of our grant staff will comprise the core team 
available to the City of Oakland Park.  RMPK Funding is in the unique position of having a 
full-time grants staff that possesses unparalleled diversity and experience.  Our core team 
members have worked directly with local, state, and federal officials on every level during 
the last fourteen years to obtain over 145 million dollars in grant funding for local 
communities throughout the State of Florida.  The project manager for the City of 
Oakland Park will be Ryan A. Ruskay.  In addition to Mr. Ruskay, Joseph Dawson will 
also be responsible for grant proposal and management services.

(3) Prime Location - RMPK Funding is firmly well-established throughout the State of 
Florida. One of the main goals of our firm is to establish good working relationships within 
the communities that we serve. We believe that our close proximity and involvement within 
the community will create a beneficial working relationship.  Our office, located in Jupiter, 
will be responsible for serving the City of Oakland Park. 

Public Funding   Governmental Advocacy   Economic Development

601 Heritage Blvd. Suite 402   Jupiter, Florida  33458
Ph:  (561) 745-2401    Fax:  (561) 746-3380   rruskay@rmpkfunding.com

RMPK	
FUNDING
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Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

Mr. Ruskay has more than 1 years of extensive experience in the evaluation and management of 
various state and federal funding programs, obtaining $1 5 million dollars in the past nine years. 
He has worked with a wide range of local governments to find and obtain the funding necessary to 
make their capital projects a success. His projects consistently place in the top percentages of 
funding programs on the local, state and federal level.  Mr. Ruskay’s experience includes obtaining 
funding for land acquisition, transportation projects, cultural facilities and public safety projects. 
In addition to assisting local communities throughout the state in obtaining funding for capital 
projects, Mr. Ruskay and the staff at RMPK Funding have developed Capital Improvement and 
Strategic Funding Plans for many of their clients.

Beginning his career with the State of Florida, Mr. Ruskay managed such programs as the Florida 
Recreational Development Assistance Program and the Florida Boating Improvement Program. 
Besides acting as Project Manager for hundreds of projects across the entire state, he has been actively 
involved in the evaluation and selection of State and Federal grant applications. This experience, 
combined with his relationships with many key funding coordinators on the local, state, and federal 
level, will ensure that the clients of the RMPK Funding have the best opportunity to receive funding.  

MUNICIPAL PROJECTS 
FUNDED 

Emergency Facilities Park 
Land Acquisition Park 

Facilities Recreation Grants 
Social Services Stormwater 

Improvements Sanitary Sewer 
Systems Street & Drainage 

Projects State Revolving Fund 
Loans Cultural Facilities 

Historic Preservation 
Hurricane Mitigation Urban 
Reforestation Community 

Development Block Grants 

Activities related to the management of local, state and 
federal funding programs: 

Florida Recreational Development Assistance Program,
Project Manager
Land and Water Conservation Fund, Program Manager
Recreational Trails Program, Project Manager
Florida Boating Improvement Program, Program Manager
Department of Environmental Protection’s Legislative Line
Item Program, Project Manger
Corzo, Castalla, Carballo, Thompson, Salman, P.A., Coral 
Gables, Florida, Funding Director

7



Ryan A. Ruskay 
President 

Activities related to the evaluation of local, state and federal 
funding programs: 

1998 - 1999 National Recreation Trails Program Council Member - Evaluated
NRTPC applications and prioritized projects for funding. Funding originated
from the federal government and was administered by the State.
1999 - 2001 FRDAP Evaluation Team Member - Participated in the evaluation of 
FRDAP applications.  The Team determined scores for each project which
resulted in a priority list that was presented to the Florida Legislature.
Development of Capital Improvement Plans for the City of Oviedo, Town of
Hypoluxo and the City of Key Colony Beach
Development of Strategic Funding Plans for the Town of Bay Harbor Islands,
Town of Jupiter, New Smyrna Beach CRA, City of Cocoa Beach CRA and City
of Doral, City of Lenexa, Buckhead Greenspace Action Plan

Featured Speaker - Lectures on planning and obtaining funds for 
capital projects: 

Florida Finance Officers Association

Florida Recreation and Parks

Association Florida League of Cities

Florida Engineering Society 

EDUCATION 

Bachelor of Science, Political Science 
Florida State University 
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9. monthly s

10. Meet with City staff at least once quarterly to 
provide updates and as needed for specific issues 
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Road Improvements Project Example
Northlake Boulevard
Northlake Task Force:

Transportation Enhancement Program $500,000
Transportation Enhancement Program $500,000
Transportation Enhancement Program $222,000

TOTAL: $1,222,000

RMPK 
FUNDING

Palm Beach County

City of Palm Beach Gardens

Village of North Palm Beach

Town of Lake Clark
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RESOLUTION NO. R-2021- 008

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF

OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF

THE AGREEMENT FOR GRANT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

BETWEEN THE CITY AND RMPK FUNDING FOR AN

ADDITIONAL TWO ( 2) YEAR TERM IN ACCORDANCE WITH

ARTICLE III OF THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT DATED APRIL

5TH, 2017; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it to be in the best interests of the City
to approve the renewal of the Agreement for Grant Management Services between the

City and RMPK Funding for an additional two (2) year term. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION

OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA THAT: 

SECTION I. The foregoing " WHEREAS" clause is true and correct and hereby
ratified and confirmed by the City Commission. All exhibits attached hereto are hereby
incorporated herein. 

SECTION 2. In accepting the recommendation of City staff, the City
Commission of the City of Oakland Park, Florida, hereby approves the renewal of the
Agreement for Grant Management Services between the City and RMPK Funding for an
additional two (2) year term commencing on April 5, 2021 and ending on April 4, 2023 in
accordance with Article III of the original Agreement dated April 5' h, 2017. 

SECTION 3. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and

the same are repealed to the extent of such conflicts. 

SECTION 4. If any clause, section or other part of this Resolution shall be held
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such

unconstitutional or invalid part shall be considered eliminated and will in no way affect
the validity of the other provisions of this Resolution. 

SECTION 5. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its
passage and adoption. 
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ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Oakland Park, Florida this 201h
day of January 2021. 

CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA

AT

AJ4,-"Z— 

REkEE M. SHROUT, CMC

CITY CLERK

M. CARN YES

A. GORDON YES

M. ROSENWALD YES

M. SPARKS YES

J. BOLIN YES
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Exit c ,. t

WHEREAS, the City of Oakland Park, a Florida municipal corporation ( the " City") 
and RMPK Funding entered into an Agreement on April 5, 2017, R- 2017- 032. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, the City and RMPK
Funding do agree to enter into this final two ( 2) year term extension to original agreement to
provide grant writing and management services, including: 

Funding Needs Analysis/ Strategic Outreach
Grant Funding Research
Grant Proposal Development and Review

Grant Management Services

Monthly and Annual Reporting

The Contractor agrees to payment for services as identified in CONTRACTOR' s response to
RFP # 030917

The term of this Renewal Agreement shall be for a period of two ( 2) consecutive years, from
April 5, 2021 to April 4, 2023. 

All terms, conditions, and provisions of the Request for Proposal # 030917 are incorporated

herein by reference and made specific part hereof. 

CITY

CITY

By: 

Title: 

Date. 

CONTRACTOR: 

By: Ryan A. Ruskay

Title: President

Date 2/ 3/ 2021

R- 2021- 0D? 



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE § 287. 135

1, Ryan A. Ruskay , on behalf of RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

Print Name and Title Company Name

certify that RMPK FUNDING, Inc. does not: 

Company Name

1. Participate in a boycott of Israel; and

2. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List; and

3. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan List; and

4. Is not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List; 
and

5. Has not engaged in business operations in Syria. 

Submitting a false certification shall be deemed a material breach of contract. The City shall provide
notice, in writing, to the Contractor of the City' s determination concerning the false certification. The
Contractor shall have ninety ( 90) days following receipt of the notice to respond in writing and
demonstrate that the determination of false certification was made in error. If the Contractor does not
demonstrate that the City' s determination of false certification was made in error then the City shall
have the right to terminate the contract and seek civil remedies pursuant to Florida Statute § 287. 135. 

Section 287. 135, Florida Statutes, prohibits the City from: 1) Contracting with companies for goods
or services in any amount if at the time of bidding on, submitting a proposal for, or entering into or
renewing a contract if the company is on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, created
pursuant to Section 215. 4725, F. S. or is engaged in a boycott of Israel; and

2) Contracting with companies, for goods or services over $ 1, 000,000.00 that are on either the
Scrutinized Companies with activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, created pursuant to s. 
215.473, or are engaged in business operations in Syria. 

As the person authorized to sign on behalf of the Contractor, I hereby certify that the company
identified above in the section entitled " Contractor Name" does not participate in any boycott of
Israel, is not listed on the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, is not listed on either the
Scrutinized Companies with activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, and is not engaged in
business operations in Syria. I understand that pursuant to section 287. 135, Florida Statutes, the
submission of a false certification may subject the company to civil penalties, attorney' s fees, and/ or
costs. I further understand that any contract with the City for goods or services may be terminated at
the option of the City if the company is found to have submitted a false certification or has been
placed on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan list or the Scrutinized Companies with
Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List— 

RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

COMPANY NAME

Ryan A. Ruskay

PRINT NAME



E -VERIFY FORM

Definitions: 

Contractor" means a person or entity that has entered or is attempting to enter into a contract with a
public employer to provide labor, supplies, or services to such employer in exchange for salary, wages, 
or other remuneration. 

Subcontractor" means a person or entity that provides labor, supplies, or services to or for a contractor
or another subcontractor in exchange for salary, wages, or other remuneration. 

Effective January 1, 2021, public and private employers, contractors and subcontractors will begin
required registration with, and use of the E -verify system in order to verify the work authorization
status of all newly hired employees. Vendor/Consultant/ Contractor acknowledges and agrees to utilize
the U. S. Department of Homeland Security' s E -Verify System to verify the employment eligibility of: 

a) All persons employed by Vendor/Consultant/Contractor to perform employment duties within
Florida during the term of the contract; and

b) All persons ( including sub- vendors/ subconsultants/ subcontractors) assigned by
Vendor/Consultant/Contractor to perform work pursuant to the contract with the Department. 
The Vendor/Consultant/ Contractor acknowledges and agrees that use of the U. S. Department
of Homeland Security' s E -Verify System during the term of the contract is a condition of the
contract with the City of Oakland Park; and

Should vendor become successful Contractor awarded for the above- named project, by entering into
this Contract, the Contractor becomes obligated to comply with the provisions of Section 448.095, 
Fla. Stat., " Employment Eligibility," as amended from time to time. This includes but is not limited
to utilization of the E -Verify System to verify the work authorization status of all newly hired
employees, and requiring all subcontractors to provide an affidavit attesting that the subcontractor
does not employ, contract with, or subcontract with, an unauthorized alien. The contractor shall
maintain a copy of such affidavit for the duration of the contract. Failure to comply will lead to
tennination of this Contract, or if a subcontractor knowingly violates the statute, the subcontract must
be terminated immediately. If this contract is terminated for a violation of the statute by the
Contractor, the Contractor may not be awarded a public contract for a period of I year after the date
of termination. 

Company Name: RMPK FUNDING, Inc. 

Authorized Signature: 17
Print Name: Ryan A. Ruskay

Title: President

Date: 2/ 3/ 2021



 

55 SE Third Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974 

(863) 763-3372 / (863) 763-1686 Fax 

City of Okeechobee 
 

 

Date: September 17, 2021 

To:  Mayor and City Council  

FR:  Gary Ritter, City Administrator 

India Riedel, Finance Department 

RE:    City Council Agenda Item September 27, 2021 

 

 

Suggested Motion:  Motion to amend Chapter Two Employment - Qualifications, Item 3 

of the City of Okeechobee Personnel Policies and Procedures. 

 

3.  Except for Department Heads, and Police Department Employees, appointees must be 

residents of Okeechobee County, or any areas bordering Okeechobee County, by the end of the 

six (6) month probation period, and appointees must be citizens or resident aliens of the State of 

Florida and the United States of America. 

 

Upon employment by the City, a Department Head will enter a three (3) month probationary 

period. After the probationary period ends satisfactorily, a Department Head will be allowed up 

to six (6) months to become a resident of Okeechobee County, Buckhead Ridge area of Glades 

County, or any areas lying outside the Okeechobee County line, but have Okeechobee 

addresses, and appointees must be citizens or resident aliens of the State of Florida and the 

United States of America. 

 

 

 

Background:  This amendment would broaden the applicant base for all departments for vacant 

positions being advertised currently and in the future. 
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