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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
AUGUST 12, 2020, BUDGET WORKSHOP 

DRAFT SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Watford called the Workshop of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to 
order on Wednesday, August 12, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and 
extended by Executive Order No. 20-193 effective August 7, 2020, the meeting was 
conducted utilizing communications media technology (CMT) as provided by Florida 
Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by means of Zoom.com Meeting ID 2459713294. The Host 
computer was operated by Executive Assistant Brock. The video, audio, and digital 
comments were recorded and retained as a permanent record. The invocation was 
offered by Mayor Watford, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member 
Keefe. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE 

Roll Call was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum, members 
present: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, Monica Clark, 
Bob Jarriel, and Bobby Keefe. City Attorney John Fumero was in attendance via Zoom. 
 

Department Heads in attendance: City Administrator Marcos MontesDeOca, Police 
Chief Bob Peterson, Fire Chief Herb Smith, and Public Works Director David Allen. 
Additional support staff in attendance: Deputy City Clerk Bobbie Jenkins, General 
Services Coordinator Patty Burnette, Finance Director India Riedel, and Executive 
Assistant Robin Brock. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. There were no agenda item forms or comment cards submitted for public 

participation for any issues not on the agenda. 
 

IV. BUDGET WORKSHOP 

A. The purpose of the Workshop is to review and discuss the proposed budget for 
Fiscal Year (FY) October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021, as presented by 
Administrator MontesDeOca. To assist with the presentation, the Administrator 
deferred to Finance Director Riedel who distributed nine pages of additional 
information. The first page provided monthly State Sales Tax Collections from 
July 2019 through June 2020. The table provided evidence of the reduced 
collections from the lack of sales beginning in March from the impact of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic which required a National quarantine 
and shutdown of businesses and schools. The State collected $1.88 billion less 
than anticipated. Due to the economy being strong from July through February, 
the State collected overall 94.3 percent of the estimated total. The second page 
provided a graph of the information provided within the table on the previous 
page. Page three provided tables and graphs for State Revenue Estimate 
Comparisons of General and Public Facilities Improvement Funds for FY 2018-
19 through 2020-21. This information provided the impact of the 
quarantine/shutdown which decreased the half-cent, one-cent, ninth-cent, and 
local option fuel taxes, municipal review sharing, and communications service 
taxes. Page four provided tables and graphs of the same Funds, with data of the 
Utility Tax and Franchise Fee comparing from FY 2016-17 through FY 2020-21, 
again providing the negative revenue impact due to the quarantine/shutdown. 
Page five provided a list of the Audited Fund Balances for FY 2018-19, Total 
being $11,495,123.00. 
 
Page six contained four millage rate options for the Council to consider in order 
to recapture the total lost revenues of $281,348.00 (General Fund $182,864.00, 
and Public Facilities Improvement Fund $98,484.00). Option One: prior year 
millage rate of 7.6018, generates $2,424,459.00 in ad valorem revenue, requiring 
$1,614,246.00 of reserve funds to balance the budget. Option Two: prior year 
millage rate with a consumer price index of 3.22 percent equaling 7.8466, 
generates $2,502,534.00 in ad valorem revenue, requiring the use of 
$1,536,171.00 from reserves.  
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Option Three: decrease previous years millage rate by 0.25 equals 7.3518, 
generates $2,344,726.00 in ad valorem revenue, requiring $1,693,979.00 from 
reserves. Option Four: use the rollback rate for a millage rate of 7.1696, 
generates $2,286,616.00 in ad valorem revenue, requiring $2,286,616.00 from 
reserves.  
 
Page seven listed the fuel per annual gallons, annual payment and price per 
gallon for FY 2017-18 through June of FY 2019-20. Pages eight and nine 
provided salary options and the budget impact for 0.5, 1.5 and 2.0 percent salary 
increases excluding the Mayor, Council, and City Administrator positions who are 
not included in the Step Plan. 
 
MAYOR WATFORD CALLED FOR A RECESS AT 5:17 P.M. DUE TO 
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH THE ZOOM VIDEO AND RECONVENED 
AT 5:24 P.M. 
 
Budget page one provided a recapitulation of the General Fund revenue and 
expenses, presented using a millage rate of 7.6018. The proposed Beginning 
Fund Balance Total is $4,342,501.00. Estimated Revenues are $7,766,366.00 
($2,424,459.00 Ad Valorem, $3,377,661.00 Other Fees, Intergovernmental, 
Charges for Services, Fines/Forfeitures/Penalties, Uses of Money and Property, 
and Other Revenues; $350,000.00 Transferred-In from Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund; $1,614,246.00, Transferred-In from Capital Improvement 
Projects Fund). Total Projected Expenditures are $7,766,366.00 (and equals 0.9 
percent than the current budget); leaving a Fund Balance of $4,342,501.00. 
Pages three and four provided the detail Line Item breakdown of the General 
Fund revenues including transfers-in and transfers-out from other Funds. 
 
Each Department’s projected budget within the General Fund were presented 
with the appropriate step increase (1.5 percent) within the Salary Step Plan for 
each position; increases to the Communications and Freight (Line Item 4100) in 
regard to the Fiber Optic Change Out Project for all Departments; and re-
appropriation of the Property and Casualty Insurance (Line Item 4500). 
 
511-Legislative/City Council (pages 5 and 6) 
Total Personnel Costs: $112,494.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $154,237.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $266,731.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $339,722.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($ 72,991.00) 
 
City Council items noted for discussion: Line Item 4100 remained the same 
and 4500 increased $747.00. Personnel Costs decreased overall by $38.00. Line 
Item 3100 Professional Services decreased from $10,000.00 to zero. Line Item 
3400 Other Contractual Services decreased by $25,000.00 (included are 
Legislative Services $18,000.00, Charter Review $40,000.00, and a Community 
Redevelopment Agency Study $17,500.00). Line Item 4609 Repairs and 
Maintenance increased $1,300.00. Line Item 8100 is specific to the contribution 
to the Shared Services Council with the same amount $8,940.00. Line Item 8202 
is a contribution to the Okeechobee Economic Development Corporation for the 
same amount, $50,000.00. Line Item 8300 Competitive Florida Partnership 
Grants decreased from $40,000.00 to zero. 
 
512-Executive/Administration (pages 7 and 8) 
Total Personnel Costs: $223,996.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $  35,511.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $259,507.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $250,420.00 
Difference is an increase of: $    9,087.00 
 
Administration items noted for discussion: Line Items 4100 increased by 
$350.00 and 4500 decreased by $2,029.00. Line Item 4609 Repairs and 
Maintenance increased $200.00. Total supplies and services decreased overall 
by $1,479.00.  
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General Fund/Administration continued: Personnel Costs increased overall 
by $10,566.00 which includes a $4,500.00 salary increase for the City 
Administrator, and a $2,500.00 base pay increase, as well as a 20-Year 
Longevity Service Award of $250.00, for the Executive Assistant. Salary changes 
then triggered increases to FICA, Insurances and Workers Compensation line 
items. 
 
2512-Executive/City Clerk (pages 9 and 10) 
Total Personnel Costs: $206,862.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $101,430.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $308,292.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $282,475.00 
Difference is an increase of: $  25,817.00 
 
City Clerk items noted for discussion: Supplies and Other Services increased 
overall by $18,630.00. Line Items 4100 increased by $1,115.00 and includes 
adding the Deputy City Clerk to the monthly cell phone reimbursement, a benefit 
that is offered to all other Department Head assistants; and 4500 increased by 
$7,570.00. Line Item 3400 Other Contractual Services increased by $8,500.00 to 
reflect Phase 3 of the backlog scanning project. This is not a reoccurring service, 
but a 4-year/phase project that started two years ago. Each year/phase has 
specific records to be scanned, and different amounts quoted for those 
years/phases. Phase 3 encompasses the commercial plans and building permits. 
Line Items that decreased are: 4000 Travel Per Diem by $1,500.00, and 4609 
Repair and Maintenance by $915.00. Line Items that increased are: 4900 Other 
Current Charges/Advertising by $1,500.00, 4909 Education by $25.00, 4909 
Miscellaneous by $2,310.00 to cover the cost of the 2020 election, and 5400 
Books, Publications, Subscriptions by $25.00. The costs associated with 
operating and maintaining the audio recording equipment and software was 
removed from this budget and placed into the General Services budget since it is 
used by all boards/committees. Personnel Costs increased overall by $7,187.00, 
and reflects a $2,500.00 increase to the base salary of the Deputy City Clerk 
position. Decreases were applied to Retirement by $260.00 and Workers 
Compensation by $264.00. Increases were made to FICA by $575.00 and Life 
and Health Insurance by $2,360.00. 
 
514-Legal Services (page 11) 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $166,400.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $170,125.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($   3,725.00) 
 
Legal Services items noted for discussion: Decreases were noted on Line 
Items 2300 Health Insurance by $2,675.00 and 5400 Books, Publications, 
Subscriptions by $500.00, as the new contract does not provide for these specific 
benefits. Line Items 4100 decreased by $300.00 and 4909 Education by $250.00. 
 
513-Finance (pages 12 and 13) 
Total Personnel Costs: $213,805.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $135,700.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $349,505.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $350,975.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($   1,470.00) 
 
Finance items noted for discussion: Supplies and Other Services decreased 
overall by $5,265.00. Increases were made to Line Items 4100 by $660.00 and 
4500 by $1,425.00. Line Items 3400 Other Contractual Services increased by 
$4,200.00 for the new accounting software (to be awarded in the current year 
budget), 4901 Education by $300.00, and 5400 Books, Publications, 
Subscriptions by $250.00. Decreases were made to Line Items 3200 Accounting 
and Audit by $6,500.00 as there will be no need for a single audit, and 4609 
Repairs and Maintenance by $5,100.00 due to the cancellation of the existing 
accounting and software maintenance contract with Information Management 
Systems. Personnel Costs increased overall by $3,795.00. 
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519-General Services (pages 14 and 15) 
Total Personnel Costs: $168,255.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $434,553.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $602,808.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $551,967.00 
Difference is an increase of: $  50,841.00 
 
General Services items noted for discussion: Supplies and Other Services 
increased overall by $52,936.00. Increases were made to Line Items 4100 by 
$50.00 and 4500 by $2,800.00. Other increases were also made to Line Item 
3100 Professional Services by $25,000.00 to include additional services by the 
Planner, 3400 Other Contractual Services by $1,276.00 based on prior year 
averages, 4901 Education by $200.00, 5204 Postage and Supplies by $2,000.00 
based on trend. New Line Items added to this budget are 3401 Public Meeting 
Contract Costs $21,500.00 to address the audio and video maintenance contract, 
Zoom annual costs, and to conduct the closed captioning of live broadcasted 
public meetings for all boards/committees. 4600 Repair and Maintenance 
Vehicles $3,000.00; and 5201 Fuel and Oil $500.00. Decreases were noted for 
Line Items 4400 Rentals and Leases by $150.00, 4609 Repair and Maintenance 
by $3,140.00 (reflects $10,000.00 to repair the records room, $5,000.00 to 
replace air conditioning units in the records room, and add a separate air 
conditioning system for the building official’s office), and 5100 Office Supplies by 
$200.00. Personnel Costs decreased overall by $2,095.00, and Line Item 1400 
Overtime was added, $850.00. 
 
521-Police Department (pages 16 and 17) 
Total Personnel Costs: $2,664,261.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   459,726.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $3,123,987.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $2,809,734.00 
Difference is an increase of: $   314,253.00 
 
Police items noted for discussion: Personnel Costs increased overall by 
$294,291.00, primarily due to shifting the Dispatchers salaries from the Fire to 
Police Department’s budget, as well as benefit payouts for two employees 
retiring, a $500.00 25-year Longevity Service Award, a $2,500.00 increase in the 
base pay for the Police Services Coordinator position, and increasing hours for 
the Code Enforcement Secretary due to case load. Line Item 2200 Retirement 
increased by $20,600.00 based on the required contribution rate of 17.4 percent, 
2300 Life and Health Insurance by $19,240.00, and 2400 Workers Compensation 
by $31,640.00. Line Items 4100 increased by $10,000.00 and 4500 by $3,500.00. 
Increases were also provided for Line Items 3100 Professional Services by 
$3,187.00 for crime lab costs, 4300 Utilities by $725.00, 4600 Repairs and 
Maintenance Vehicles by $3,500.00 due to the number of vehicles no longer 
under warranty, 5102 Investigation Fees by $1,200.00. The Supplies and Other 
Services overall costs increased $19,962.00. 
 
522-Fire Department (pages 18 and 19) 
Total Personnel Costs: $1,237,650.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   226,000.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $1,463,650.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $1,710,651.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($  247,001.00) 
 
Fire items noted for discussion: Personnel overall costs decreased by 
$190,774.00 due to moving the Dispatchers salaries to the Police budget. 
Supplies and Other Services decreased overall by $56,227.00. These were 
addressed in decreases to Line Items 4500 by $6,602.00, and 4901 Education 
by $60,000.00 which was a one-time expenditure in the current budget for 
firefighters to attend Paramedic Certification class. Increases were noted in Line 
Items 4100 by $3,900.00, 4902 Public Education and Fire Prevention by 
$1,125.00, 4909 Miscellaneous by $100.00, 5200 Operating Supply by $3,250.00 
for additional inventory needed due to COVID-19, and 5203 Uniforms/Patches by 
$2,000.00 due to the number of personnel changes.  
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541-Public Works (pages 20 and 21) 
Total Personnel Costs: $   649,700.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   575,786.00 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $1,225,486.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $1,232,435.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($      6,949.00) 
 
Public Works items noted for discussion: Increased Line Items 4100 by 
$600.00 and 4500 by $1155.00. Supplies and Other Services increased overall 
by $3,501.00. Decreases were noted in Line Items 3100 Professional Services 
by $1,000.00, 3400 Other Contractual Services by $2,000.00, 4000 Travel Per-
Diem by $500.00, 4901 Education by $1,000.00, 5100 Offices Supplies by 
$200.00, 5201 Fuel and Oil by $2,000.00, 5202 Operating Supplies by $500.00, 
5203 Uniforms by $750.00 and 5400 Books, Publications, Subscriptions by 
$50.00. Increases were provided in Line Items 3401 Garbage Collection Fees by 
$1,246.00, 4300 Utilities by $6,500.00, 4400 Rentals and Leases by $500.00, 
4605 Repair and Maintenance Parks by $1,500.00. Personnel Costs decreased 
overall by $10,450.00 due to reductions in Retirement by $1,800.00 and Workers 
Compensation by $15,500.00. Overtime increased by $3,500.00 to continue 
providing cleaning/disinfecting of public areas seven days a week in direct 
relation to COVID-19. 
 
The next proposed budget to review is the Public Facility Improvement 
(Transportation 301) Fund (pages 23-24) which was prepared in coordination 
by Administrator MontesDeOca and Public Works Director Allen. Florida Statutes 
provide specific expenditures to be authorized with the revenues received. It was 
presented with a Beginning Fund Balance of $844,807.00; Total Revenue 
Estimates of $1,164,028.00; Total Expenditures Projected of $1,010,488.00, plus 
$350,000.00 to be Transferred-Out to General Fund; leaving a Fund Balance of 
$648,347.00. The total expenditures decreased by $37,500.00. A list comparing 
the decrease of the current to proposed budget specific projects, maintenance 
and repairs was provided. 
 
The third proposed budget to review is the Capital Improvements Projects 
(304) Fund (pages 26-27) and was prepared by Administrator MontesDeOca, in 
coordination with each Department Head and the Five-Year Capital Improvement 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan. Total Beginning Fund Balance of 
$3,190,195.00; Total Revenues Estimates of $6,550.00; Total Projected 
Expenditures are $240,250.00, plus $1,614,246.00 Transferred-Out to General 
Fund; leaving a Fund Balance $1,342,249.00. The revenues decreased by 
$218,450.00 as the annual police car sales program is unknown at this time. 
Expenditures decreased by $463,040.00. Specific projects costs for each 
project/expense was provided. 
 
The fourth proposed budget to review is the Other Grant (302) Funds (page 29) 
which was prepared in coordination with Administrator MontesDeOca and Public 
Works Director Allen. Total Beginning Fund Balance of $260,000.00; Total 
Revenues Estimates of $300,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures are 
$420,000.00; leaving a Fund Balance $140,000.00. The activity in this Fund is 
directly related to the Taylor Creek Southeast 4th Street project (Contract No 
LPQ0007). 
 
The fifth proposed budget to review is the Appropriations Grant (307) Funds 
(page 30) which was prepared in coordination with Administrator MontesDeOca 
and Public Works Director Allen. The Fund activity is a continuation of the 
Southeast 8th Avenue Project Grant (Contract No. LP47020). Beginning Fund 
Balance of $593.00; Appropriation Funds Revenue $209,000.00; Total Projected 
Expenditures of $209,000.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $593.00. 
 
The sixth and final proposed budget for review is the Law Enforcement Special 
(601) Fund (page 31), presented in coordination with Chief Peterson. Beginning 
Fund Balance of $9,920.00; Total Estimated Revenues of $1,000.00; Total 
Projected Expenditures as $6,500.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $4,420.00. 
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The discussion was mainly focused on reducing the overall expenditures. The 
consensus of the Council was to use Option One, using the current millage 
rate, 7.6018; to use $2.50 per gallon for gasoline and $3.00 per gallon for 
diesel and to recalculate those costs; for each Department Head to go back 
over their budgets with the Administrator, get creative, review what 
expenditures can be put off, and present a revised budget decreasing 
expenditures, getting as close to 10 percent as possible. A second budget 
Workshop will need to be held on August 18, 2020. 

 
V. There being no further items on the agenda, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 

7:13 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for August 18, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
AUGUST 18, 2020, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AND FINAL BUDGET WORKSHOP 
DRAFT SUMMARY OF COUNCIL ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee 
to order on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and 
extended by Executive Order No. 20-193 effective August 7, 2020, the meeting was 
conducted utilizing communications media technology (CMT) as provided by Florida 
Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by means of Zoom.com Meeting ID 2459713294. The Host 
computer was operated by Executive Assistant Brock. The video, audio, and digital 
comments were recorded and retained as a permanent record. The invocation was 
offered by Mayor Watford, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member 
Clark. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE 

Roll Call was taken by Deputy City Clerk Bobbie Jenkins to establish a quorum. 
Members present: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, 
Monica Clark, Bob Jarriel, and Bobby Keefe. City Attorney John Fumero was in 
attendance. 
 

Department Heads in attendance: City Clerk Lane Gamiotea, City Administrator Marcos 
MontesDeOca, Police Chief Bob Peterson, Fire Chief Herb Smith, and Public Works 
Director David Allen. Additional support staff in attendance: Major Donald Hagan, 
General Services Coordinator Patty Burnette, Finance Director India Riedel, and 
Executive Assistant Robin Brock. 
 

III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. Mayor Watford asked whether there were any agenda items to be added, 

deferred, or withdrawn; there was none. 
 

B. Council Member Abney moved to approve the agenda as presented; seconded 
by Council Member Jarriel. 

 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
C. There were no agenda item forms or comment cards submitted for public 

participation for any issues not on the agenda. 
 

IV. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Ms. Bonnie Mims, Public Risk Management Executive Director, presented 
awards for “Most Improved Safety Performance” and “Best Overall Safety 
Performance” for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-20 based on the City’s Workers 
Compensation and Liability insurance claims. Mayor Watford graciously 
accepted the awards on behalf of the City. 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion was made by Council Member Jarriel to approve the consent agenda 
items A through B [August 4, 2020, Regular Meeting Minutes; July 2020 Warrant 
Register in the amounts: General Fund $737,022.79, Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund $25,376.55, Capital Improvement Projects Fund $22,420.60, 
and Law Enforcement Special Fund $75.00, the complete list is incorporated 
within the official minute file]; seconded by Council Member Keefe.  

 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. A motion was made by Council Member Clark, and seconded by Council 

Member Abney, to declare three 2019 Dodge Chargers as surplus items and 
approve disposal by way of sale to the City of Sebring for $21,000.00 per 
vehicle [Vehicle Identification Numbers: 2C3CDXAG7KH564334, 2C3CDXAG3KH564329, 

2C3CDXAG8KH564326 as provided in Exhibit 1].  
 

VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
B. Council Member Jarriel moved to approve a Code Enforcement Lien 

Reduction Stipulation Agreement with Spirit CV Okeechobee FL, LLC (CVS 
Pharmacy) for Code Enforcement Case No. 17-039 [property address: 106 
North Parrott Avenue, Legal: Lots 1, 2, 3, and 6 of Block 154; CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, Plat Book 5, Page 5, Okeechobee County, Florida public 
records; from $24,550.00 to $12,275.00, as provided in Exhibit 2]; seconded by 
Council Member Keefe.  

 
Chief Peterson explained the Agreement was negotiated between the City 
Attorney and the Attorney for the respondent. On August 11, 2020 Code 
Enforcement Magistrate Azcona recommended approval. The $12,275.00 
reduced fine must be paid within 60-days of the approval.  
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
C. Council Member Keefe moved to approve a quote for equipment and 

services to BIS Digital as an emergency purchase and waive the formal 
bidding procedures to ensure compatibility with the existing digital 
recording and sound system [in the amount of $17,731.50 as provided in 
Exhibit 3]; seconded by Council Member Clark. 

 
This will upgrade the audio and expand the video system to accommodate Zoom 
integration to eliminate sound issues. Due to the quick implementation of CMT 
caused by COVID-19, this purchase will be submitted for reimbursement through 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. It was further 
explained installation may take up to 12 weeks. 
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
D. A motion was made by Council Member Clark, and seconded by Council 

Member Abney, to approve a Contract for Services with Tyler Technologies, 
Inc. for software and its implementation [in the amount of $116,570.00, as 
provided in Exhibit 4]. 

 
A memorandum explained the purchase of accounting software is included in the 
FY 2019-20 budget in the amount of $120,000.00. The proposed contract pricing 
with Tyler Technologies is $96,148.00, with a 15 percent contingency of 
$14,422.00, and an additional $6,000.00 in auxiliary equipment cost, for a total 
of $116,570.00. The City did not go out for formal bid, as the Finance Department 
has completed two years of research to identify the best accounting programs 
which would fit well with the City’s needs and requirements. The new software 
includes modules for accounting, purchasing, personnel, building permitting, 
business tax receipts, and MyCivic for pushouts to citizens. Mr. Michael Lesher, 
Senior Account Executive for the Local Government Division of Tyler 
Technologies, was in attendance and provided a brief overview of the program, 
support, and the anticipated timeframe of the conversion to be complete, which 
is approximately one year.  
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
VII. There were no Council Comments offered.  
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VIII. MAYOR WATFORD RECESSED THE REGULAR SESSION AND OPENED THE 
WORKSHOP AT 5:42 P.M. 
A. The purpose of the Workshop was to review the requested changes provided in 

Exhibit 5 to the proposed FY 2020-21 Budget from the August 12, 2020, 
Workshop.  

 
Budget page one provided a recapitulation of the General Fund revenue and 
expenses, presented using a millage rate of 7.6018. The proposed Beginning 
Fund Balance Total is $4,342,501.00. Adjusted Estimated Revenues increased 
$20,000.00 to $7,534,431.00 ($2,424,459.00 Ad Valorem, $3,377,661.00 Other 
Fees, Intergovernmental, Charges for Services, Fines/Forfeitures/Penalties, 
Uses of Money and Property, and Other Revenues; $350,000.00 Transferred-In 
from Public Facilities Improvement Fund; and $1,362,311.00 Transferred-In from 
Capital Improvement Projects Fund, adjusted amount decreased by 
$251,935.00). Total Adjusted Projected Expenditures decreased by $231,935.00 
to $7,534,431.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $4,342,501.00. Pages three and 
four provided the detail line item breakdown of the General Fund revenues 
including transfers-in and transfers-out from other Funds. 
 
511-Legislative/City Council (pages 5 and 6) 
Total Personnel Costs: $91,974.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $121,797.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $213,771.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $339,722.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($125,951.00) 
 
City Council adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 2300 Life and 
Health Insurance by $20,520.00 to only provide for the current Council 
participation, 3400 Other Contractual Services by $17,500.00 removing the 
Community Redevelopment Agency Study, 8100 Shared Services, Education 
Foundation by $4,940.00, and 8202 Local Community Request Okeechobee 
Economic Development Corporation by $10,000.00. Total reductions: 
$52,960.00. 
 
Excluding the Executive Salaries for Administration and Legal Services, each of 
the following department budgets contains the appropriate salary step increases. 
The $2,500.00 base salary increases for the Executive Assistant, Deputy City 
Clerk, and Police Services Coordinator were removed. 
 
512-Executive/Administration (pages 7 and 8) 
Total Personnel Costs: $220,196.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $  32,126.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $252,322.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $250,420.00 
Difference is an increase of: $    1,902.00 
 
Administration adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 1100 
Executive Salaries by $100.00, the $4,500.00 salary increase for the 
Administrator remained, 1200 Regular Salaries by $3,200.00, 2100 FICA by 
$200.00, 2200 Retirement by $300.00, 4100 Communications and Freight by 
$550.00, 4901 Education by $660.00, and 5200 Operating Supply by $450.00. 
Total reductions: $7,185.00. 
 
2512-Executive/City Clerk (pages 9 and 10) 
Total Personnel Costs: $203,662.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $84,395.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $288,057.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $282,475.00 
Difference is an increase of: $    5,582.00 
 
City Clerk adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 1200 Regular 
Salaries by $2,700.00, 2100 FICA by $200.00, 2200 Retirement by $300.00, 
3103 Municipal Code by $3,775.00 postponing supplement 17 codification to FY 
2021-22, 3400 Other Contractual Services by $10,000.00 dividing Phase 3 of the 
backlog scanning project into Phase 3a and 3b.  
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Phase 3a Commercial Plans will be completed in FY 2020-21 and Phase 3b 
Commercial Permits postponed to FY 2021-22. Phase 4 will now be addressed 
in FY 2022-23. Line Items 4900 Other Current Charges, Advertising by 
$1,500.00, 4909 Miscellaneous by $760.00, and 5100 Office Supplies by 
$1,000.00. Total reductions: $20,235.00. 
 
514-Legal Services (page 11) 
FY 2020-21 Proposed Total: $166,400.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $170,125.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($   3,725.00) 
 
There were no adjustments made in Legal Services. 
 
513-Finance (pages 12 and 13) 
Total Personnel Costs: $213,805.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $119,250.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $333,055.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $350,975.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($ 17,920.00) 
 
Finance adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 3400 Other 
Contractual Services by $16,000.00 due to the purchase of accounting software 
in FY 2019-20, 4000 Travel and Per Diem by $200.00, and 4909 Miscellaneous 
by $250.00. Total reductions: $16,450.00. 
 
519-General Services (pages 14 and 15) 
Total Personnel Costs: $168,255.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $347,318.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $515,573.00 
FY 2019-20 Amended Budgeted Total: $551,967.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($  36,394.00) 
 
General Services adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 3100 by 
$85,000.00 removing the increase to Planner and Building Official services, 4609 
Repairs and Maintenance Building by $2,000.00, 5201 Fuel and Oil by $135.00, 
and 5400 Books, Publications, Subscriptions by $100.00. Total reductions: 
$87,235.00. 
 
521-Police Department (pages 16 and 17) 
Total Personnel Costs: $2,658,491.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   425,726.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $3,084,217.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $2,809,734.00 
Difference is an increase of: $   274,483.00 
 
Police adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 1200 Regular 
Salaries by $2,700.00, 1300 Other Salary by $2,500.00 removing the additional 
hours for the Code Enforcement Secretary, 2100 FICA by $320.00, 2200 
Retirement $250.00, and 5201 Fuel and Oil by $34,000.00. Total reductions: 
$39,770.00. 
 
522-Fire Department (pages 18 and 19) 
Total Personnel Costs: $1,237,650.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   220,400.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $1,458,050.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $1,710,651.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($  252,601.00) 
 
Fire adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 4000 Travel and Per 
Diem by $450.00, 4905 Training and Materials by $500.00, 5200 Operating 
Supply by $1,250.00, and 5201 Fuel and Oil by $3,400.00. Total reductions: 
$5,600.00.  
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541-Public Works (pages 20 and 21) 
Total Personnel Costs: $   649,700.00 
Total Supplies and Other Services: $   573,286.00 
FY 2020-21 Adjusted Proposed Total: $1,222,986.00 
FY 2019-20 Budgeted Total: $1,232,435.00 
Difference is a decrease of: ($      9,449.00) 
 
Public Works adjustments: Reductions were made to Line Items 3100 
Professional Services by $500.00, 4000 Travel and Per Diem by $1,000.00, 4100 
Communications and Freight by $600.00, 4901 Education $1,000.00, 5100 Office 
Supplies by $100.00, 5202 Operating Supplies (Tires) by $1,000.00, 5204 
Dumping Fees by $250.00, 5400 Books, Publications, Subscriptions by $50.00. 
Line Item 5201 Fuel and Oil increased by $2,000.00. Total reductions: $2,500.00. 
 
Public Facility Improvement (Transportation 301) Fund (pages 23 and 24): 
Adjusted Beginning Fund Balance decreased by $186,460.00 to $658,347.00; 
Total Revenue Estimates of $1,164,028.00; Total Adjusted Expenditures 
decreased $100,000.00 to $900,488.00, plus $350,000.00 to be Transferred-Out 
to General Fund; leaving an Adjusted Fund Balance of $571,887.00. A list 
comparing the proposed to adjusted budget specific projects, maintenance and 
repairs was provided. Total reductions: $86,460.00. 
 
Capital Improvements Projects (304) Fund (pages 26 and 27): Beginning Fund 
Balance of $3,190,195.00; Total Revenues Estimates of $6,550.00; Total 
Adjusted Expenditures reduced by $84,350.00 to $155,900.00, plus a decrease 
of $251,935.00 to $1,362,311.00 Transferred-Out to General Fund; leaving an 
Adjusted Fund Balance increase by $336,285.00 to $1,678,534.00. Specific 
projects removed or reduced for each project/expense was provided. 
 
The Other Grant (302) Funds (page 29), Appropriations Grant (307) Funds 
(page 30), and Law Enforcement Special (601) Fund (page 31) proposed 
budgets reflected no adjustments.  
 
Mayor Watford noted for the record that a letter was received from the Economic 
Council of Okeechobee that included budget priority requests for consideration. 
There were no directions from the Council. This budget will be presented at the 
First Public Hearing to be held September 3, 2020. 
 

IX. MAYOR WATFORD ADJOURNED THE WORKSHOP AND RECONVENED IN 

REGULAR SESSION AT 6:19 P.M. 

A. There were no issues discussed during the budget workshop to be addressed. 
Council Member Keefe questioned the length of time the Landscape Architect 
Request for Qualifications would be advertised once complete. Administrator 
MontesDeOca replied 21 days. 
 
Council Member Jarriel requested the number of Charter Review Committee 
applications received to date. Deputy Clerk Jenkins replied seven; a minimum 
number of eight is needed to fill the Committee. She also confirmed that 
extending the deadline to receive applications was at the pleasure of the Council. 
After a brief discussion, there was no action taken. 

 
X. There being no further items on the agenda, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 

6:23 P.M. The next regular meeting is scheduled for September 3, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 



Ordinance No. 1216  Page 1 of 2  

ORDINANCE NO. 1216 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA LEVYING THE AD VALOREM PROPERTY 
TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; PROVIDING 
THAT 7.6018 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE 
LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION 
SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT SAID 
MILLAGE RATE IS 6.03 PERCENT (6.03%) MORE THAN THE ROLL- 
BACK RATE OF 7.1696 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND 
SEVERABILITY;    AND    PROVIDING    FOR    AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(8)(f), Florida Statutes, provides that “voted millage” or 
“voted levies” means ad valorem taxes in excess of maximum millage amounts 
authorized by law approved for periods not longer than two (2) years by vote of the 
electors pursuant to s. 9(b), Art. VII of the State Constitution or ad valorem taxes 
levied for purposes provided in s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(2)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that “general municipal 
millage” shall be that non-voted millage rate set by the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, governs the adoption and levying of 
millage rates and provides that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee shall 
comply with the controlling provisions of Florida law in adoption of any millage 
rates, including municipal debt service millage, voted millage and voted levies; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, provides that the City Council as the 
governing body of the City of Okeechobee and as its taxing authority must adopt 
a resolution or ordinance in order to levy any millage in the manner specifically 
provided by general law or special act; and 

 

WHEREAS, October 1, 2020 is the commencement of the fiscal year for the City of 
Okeechobee, which shall end on September 30, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida, held public hearings as required by Section 
200.065, Florida Statutes, on September 3, 2020, and September 21, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida has complied with all other requirements of 
law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote 
of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief 
Presiding Officer for the City: 

 

Section 1: The ad valorem property tax operating millage rate for municipal purposes is 
hereby levied on the taxable property within the City Limits of the City of 
Okeechobee for Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020 and ending 
September 30, 2021. 

 

The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, hereby levies a tax of 
7.6018 per thousand dollar valuation on all real and tangible personal 
property within the corporate limits of the City of Okeechobee, provided 
however, that 7.6018 shall not be levied upon property in the City of 
Okeechobee claimed and allowed as homestead on the general laws of the 
State of Florida. 

 

Section 2: The millage rate adopted is 6.03 percent more than the roll-back rate of 
7.1696 as computed in accordance with Florida Statutes Section 200.065(1). 
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Section 3: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered, and adopted under the 
provisions of Florida Statutes Chapter 166 and Section 200.065, in 
conformance with applicable law and the State Constitution. 

 

Section 4: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon 
second reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property 
Appraiser, the Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida 
Department of Revenue as required by law. 

 

Section 5: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 

Section 6:  The provisions within this Ordinance shall take effect October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September 2020. 
 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st
 

day of September 2020. 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 

 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1217 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 
1, 2020, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR 
OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE 
GENERAL OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY 
AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY FOR AND DURING THE 
FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee adopts a final budget and appropriates funds on an annual 

basis for the general operation of several departments of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee held budget workshops on August 12, 2020, and August 

18, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 166.241, Florida Statutes provides specific requirements to which 

municipalities must comply with regard to budgets and budget amendments; and  
 
WHEREAS, State law requires that municipal budgets are balanced and adopted annually, and 

the adoption must be by resolution or ordinance including provisions relating to the 
methods and timing of budget amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2020 tax assessment role for the City of Okeechobee has been paired, 

equalized and certified, showing: Total taxable value of real and personal property: 
$332,221,139.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the process of the adoption of the annual budget is governed by Chapter 200, 

Florida Statutes, requiring calculation of the rolled-back tax rate and percentage 
increase over the rolled-rate, certain public notices, public hearings, format of required 
ordinances, and the like. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida; 

presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City 
Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for 
the City:  

 
Section 1: The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, after having held a public 

hearing on the annual budget, including General Fund, Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund, Other Grants Fund, Appropriations Grant Fund, Capital 
Improvement Projects Fund, and Law Enforcement Special Fund, hereby adopts 
as its annual budget the expenditures, as fully set forth below, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND 

 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 4,342,501.00 
  Ad Valorem Taxes - 7.6018 $ 2,424,459.00 
  Other Fees $ 731,300.00 
  Intergovernmental Revenue $ 1,502,876.00 
  Charges for Current Services $ 1,023,700.00 
  Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties $ 21,475.00 
  Uses of Money and Property $ 90,000.00 
  Other Revenues $ 28,310.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $10,164,621.00 
 

  Transfer-In from Public Facilities Improvement Fund $ 350,000.00 
  Transfer-In from Capital Improvement Projects Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES AND TRANSFERS $11,876,932.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  Legislative $ 213,771.00 
  Executive $ 252,322.00 
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  City Clerk $ 288,057.00 
  Financial Services $ 333,055.00 
  Legal Counsel $ 166,400.00 
  General Services $ 515,573.00 
  Law Enforcement $ 3,084,217.00 
  Fire Protection $ 1,458,050.00 
  Road and Street Facilities $ 1,222,986.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 7,534,431.00 
 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,342,501.00 
 
 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 844,807.00 
  Revenues $ 1,164,028.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 2,008,835.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 900,488.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 350,000.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,250,488.00 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE $ 758,347.00 
 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 3,190,195.00 
  Revenues $ 6,550.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 3,196,745.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 155,900.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,518,211.00 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND BALANCE $ 1,678,534.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 260,000.00 
  Revenues $ 300,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 560,000.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 420,000.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 140,000.00 
 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 593.00 
  Revenues $ 209,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 209,593.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 209,000.00 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 593.00 
 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 9,920.00 
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  Revenues $ 1,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 10,920.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 6,500.00 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,420.00 
 
 

Section 2: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered and adopted under the provisions 
of Chapter 166 and 200.065 Florida Statutes. 

 
 

Section 3: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon second 
reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property Appraiser, the 
Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida Department of Revenue as 
required by law. 

 
 

Section 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
 

Section 5: The City Administrator, through the Finance Director, is hereby authorized and 
directed to disburse monies for the purpose of meeting the expenses and 
expenditures of the City as appropriated. 

 
 

Section 6: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September, 2020. 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st day of 

September, 2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1215 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; VACATING 
AND ABANDONING CERTAIN RIGHTS-OF-WAY BEING AN UNIMPROVED 
PORTION OF AN ALLEY, 20-FEET IN WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 
THROUGH 10 AND LOTS 17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 39, CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; TOGETHER WITH AN UNIMPROVED PORTION OF 
NORTHWEST 10TH STREET (f/k/a SIXTEENTH AVENUE), 100-FEET IN 
WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 THROUGH 10, OF BLOCK 39, AND LOTS 
17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 28, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA (APPLICATION 
NO. 20-001-AC-SC); DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO RECORD THE 
ORDINANCE IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee General Services Department received Abandonment of 

Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC submitted by property owner Omar Abuaita, 
for the closing of certain Rights-of-Way as described in this Ordinance; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee Technical Review Committee reviewed and discussed 

Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC at a duly advertised public meeting held on June 18, 2020; 
and 

 
 
WHEREAS, Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC was reviewed and discussed by the City of 

Okeechobee Planning Board at a duly advertised Public Hearing held on July 16, 2020, 
and determined such Petition to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC and finds it to be consistent 

with the Comprehensive Plan, is not the sole access to any property, is in the best 
interest of the citizens, provides a benefit to the City of Okeechobee, and would not 
jeopardize the location of any utility; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, the granting of the Petition will serve a legitimate public interest and is a proper 

exercise of the municipal authority of the City of Okeechobee as a discretionary function. 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, Florida; 

presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City 
Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for 
the City: 

 
 
SECTION 1: The unimproved, dedicated Right-of-Way described hereafter and as shown on 

Exhibit A, is hereby closed, vacated, and abandoned by the City of Okeechobee, 
Florida to-wit: 

 

THAT PORTION OF ALLEY, 20-FEET IN WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 
THROUGH 10 AND LOTS 17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 39, CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; together with 
 

THAT PORTION OF NORTHWEST 10TH STREET (f/k/a SIXTEENTH 
AVENUE), 100-FEET IN WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 THROUGH 10, OF 
BLOCK 39, AND LOTS 17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 28, CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
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SECTION 2: The City Clerk shall cause a certified copy of the Ordinance to be recorded in the 

public records of Okeechobee County, Florida. 
 
 

SECTION 3: Conflict. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
 

SECTION 4: Severability. If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court 
of competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

 
 
SECTION 5: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be set for Final Public Hearing the 3rd day of 

September, 2020, and shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.  
 
 
INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 4th day of August, 

2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 3rd day of 

September, 2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1215 - EXHIBIT A 
 
The following excerpt is from the City of Okeechobee Subdivision Map to identify the portion of 
Right-of-Way to be abandoned as requested by Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 





















































   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Report 

Right-of-Way Abandonment/Street Vacation 
 

 

 

 

Prepared for:  The City of Okeechobee 

Applicant:  Omar Abuaita 

Petition No.: 20-001-AC-SC 
 

 

  



Staff Report  Applicant: Omar Abuaita 

ROW Abandonment / Street Vacation  Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC 

 

1 

Request 

The matter before the TRC is a request to abandon two sections of public right-of-way: 

1. A 20’ by 512.5’ ROW section totaling 10,250 square feet described as follows: 

 

“That portion of alley, 20 feet in width, lying between Lots 1 through 10 and Lots 

17 through 26, Block 39, City of Okeechobee, according to the plat thereof as 

recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 5 of the public Records of Okeechobee County, 

Florida. 

 

2. A 70’ by 512.5’ ROW section totaling 35,875 square feet described as follows: 

 

“That portion of Northwest 10th Street (formerly known per plat as Sixteenth 

Avenue), 70 feet in width, lying between Lots 1 through 10, Block 39 and Lots 17 

through 26 Block 28, City of Okeechobee, according to the plat thereof as recorded  

In total, the abandonment request encompasses 46,125 square feet (1.06 acres) of public 
ROW. The vacant portion of block 39 contiguous to the subject ROWs was recently 
approved for a future land use map amendment and a rezoning to multifamily residential. 
If this request is approved, the applicant has stated their intention is to join that property 
to the vacant portion of block 28 to the north and construct a multifamily residential project. 

 

 

General Information 

Applicant / Owner 
Omar Abuaita 
3000 N. Ocean Drive Unit 16F 
Rivera Beach, FL   

Owner Phone Number 863.824.7644 

Owner E-mail Address randy@twodrunkengoats.net 

For the legal description of the project or other information regarding this 
application, please refer to the application submittal package which is available 
by request at City Hall and is posted on the City’s website prior to the 
advertised public meeting at  https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html. 

 

 

 

https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html
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Characteristics of the Subject Property 

 Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use 
Map Classification 

Multi Family Residential Multi Family Residential 

Zoning District Residential Multiple Family Residential Multiple Family 

Use of Property Vacant Multi-Family Apartments 

Acreage 3.26 4.32 

 

Description of the Subject Site and Surrounding Area  

The subjects of the abandonment/vacation, vacant alley (subject property #1) and 
unimproved right-of-way of NW 10th Street (subject property #2) are outlined in Red, and 
the existing land uses in the vicinity are shown below on the aerial photograph from the 
Property Appraiser’s office. The Applicant owns the two parcels labeled proposed multi-
family apartments.   
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FUTURE LAND USE 

The subjects of the abandonment/vacation, vacant alley (subject property #1) and 
unimproved right-of-way of NW 10th Street (subject property #2) are outlined in Red, and 
the existing Future Land Use Map designations are shown on this excerpt from the City’s 
Future Land Use Map. With the City Council recently approving a map amendment 
change of the Applicant’s property to multi-family residential, and the property to the north 
designated as multi-family residential, it seems appropriate to place the same designation 
on the vacated property. The multi-family designation is also necessary if the Applicant is 
to complete the stated goal of developing a multi-family residential project at this site. 
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ZONING 

The subjects of the abandonment/vacation, vacant alley (subject property #1) and 
unimproved right-of-way of NW 10th Street (subject property #2) are outlined in Red, and 
the existing zoning designations are shown on this excerpt from the City’s Zoning Map. 
With the City Council recently approving a zoning map change of the Applicant’s property 
to residential multiple family, and the property to the north designated as residential 
multiple family, it seems appropriate to place the same designation on the vacated 
property. The multi-family designation is also necessary if the Applicant is to complete the 
stated goal of developing a multi-family residential project at this site. 
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Consistency with Sec. 78-33, Vacation of Rights-of-Way 

Sec. 78.33 states that applications to vacate an alley or public right-of-way may be 
approved upon a finding by the City Council that the following requirements have been 
met.  The Applicant’s responses are provided in Times Roman typeface and are repeated 
below exactly as provided by the Applicant. Staff has made no attempt to correct typos, 
grammar, or clarify the Applicant’s comments. Staff Comments are in Arial typeface. 

1. Proposed vacation is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

Applicant Comment: “The requested road ROW and alley are currently not used for access or 

utilities, there is no mention of alleys in the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the LDR’s mention alleys 

in Section 86-142, which states alley may be allowed in residential districts, also in Section 70-

335, which states notice of abandonment required, otherwise they are other referenced, but not 

concerning vacancies.” 

Staff Comment: There is nothing in the City’s Comprehensive Plan concerning 
abandonments or vacations of rights-of-way. 

2. Right-of-way to be vacated is not the sole access to any property, and the remaining access 

is not an easement 

Applicant Comment: “Neither ROW or alley is sole access to any property and a remaining land 

will not require an easement.” 

Staff Comment: Access will not be affected for any properties. Additionally, the property 
owner of the parcel on the north of the 10th St ROW has provided a notarized form of consent 
to the Applicant’s request. The Applicant has provided a diagram depicting how the 10th St 
ROW would be divided, with the northern half going to Fosler LLC and the southern half going 
to Omar Abuaita, the Applicant. This arrangement makes sense as these are the only 
contiguous properties (NW 5th Ave lies to east of these properties and an alley separates 
these properties from the parcel to the west). 

3. Proposed vacation is in the public interest and provides a benefit to the City. 

Applicant Comment: “The proposed vacation of ROW and alley is within a block that will 

become a multifamily project to provide workforce housing, which the City is in need of, so this 

vacation will allow the existing ROW and alley’s square footage to add density to this project so 

more housing can be added and return the property to the tax rolls.” 

Staff Comment: The proposed right-of-way area to be vacated has not been improved to 
facilitate vehicular traffic. Turning over maintenance responsibility to the Applicant and adding 
this property to the City tax rolls will be a benefit to the City. If the property is developed 
according to the Applicant’s stated plans, additional taxes will be collected by the City. 
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4. Proposed vacation would not jeopardize the location of any utility. 

Applicant Comment: “There are currently no utilities in either of the requested abandonments.” 

Staff Comment: The Applicant has provided signed authorizations from all necessary utility 
entities including: 

• Florida Power & Light 

• Century Link (with the condition that the Applicant will bear the cost of relocation and 
repair of any facilities that are found and/or damaged in the vacated areas) 

• Comcast 

• Okeechobee Utility Authority 

• Florida Public Utilities 

 

 

Recommendation 

 
Based on the foregoing information and analysis, we believe, from a planning perspec-
tive, that the requested alley vacation/abandonment can be considered consistent with 
the requirements of Sec. 78-33. Staff recommends approval of this request. 
  
Submitted by: 
 

 
Benjamin L. Smith, AICP 
Sr. Planner, LaRue Planning 

May 29, 2020 

 
 
TRC Meeting:  June 18, 2020 
PB/BOA Meeting:  July 16, 2020 
City Council 1st Reading:  (tentative) August 4, 2020 
City Council 2nd Reading and Public Hearing:  (tentative) September 1, 2020 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
   JUNE 18, 2020 

DRAFT TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
Chairperson Montes De Oca called the regular meeting of the Technical Review 
Committee for the City of Okeechobee to order on Thursday, June 18, 2020, at 10:00 
A.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, 
Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor 
DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and extended by Executive Order No. 20-112, effective 
May 4, 2020, the meeting was conducted utilizing communications media technology as 
provided by Florida Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by means of Zoom.com Meeting ID 
2459713294. The Host computer was operated by Executive Assistant Brock. The 
video, audio, and digital comments are recorded and retained as a permanent record. 

 
A. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson Montes De Oca. 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Technical Review Committee Secretary Patty Burnette called the roll. City Administrator 
Marcos Montes De Oca, Public Works Director David Allen, and Building Official Jeffery 
Newell were present. Police Chief Bob Peterson was absent, and Major Donald Hagan 
was present in his place. Fire Chief Smith was absent, and Lieutenant Steve Weeks 
was present in his place. 

CITY STAFF 
City Planning Consultant Ben Smith, General Services Secretary Yesica Montoya and 
Executive Assistant Robin Brock were present in the Chambers and City Attorney John 
Fumero was present via Zoom. The School Board Representative, Okeechobee Utility 
Authority (OUA) Executive Director John Hayford, and Okeechobee County 
Environmental Health Director Victor Faconti were absent with consent. 

 
III. AGENDA  

A. Chairperson Montes De Oca asked whether there were any agenda items to be 
added, deferred or withdrawn. There were none.  

B. A motion was made by Building Official Newell to approve the agenda as 
published; seconded by Public Works Director Allen. 

 
Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, Building Official Newell, 
Major Hagan, and Fire Lieutenant Weeks voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 
 

IV. MINUTES  

A. A motion was made by Building Official Newell to dispense with the reading and 
approve the May 21, 2020 regular meeting minutes; seconded by Public Works 
Director Allen. 

 
Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, Building Official Newell, 
Major Hagan, and Fire Lieutenant Weeks voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS  

A. City Planning Consultant Ben Smith of LaRue Planning and Management 
Services briefly reviewed the Planning Staff Report for Abandonment of Right-of-
Way Petition No. 20-001-AC-SC, which requests to vacate the 20-foot wide by 
512.5-foot long East to West alleyway lying between Lots 1 through 10 and Lots 
17 through 26, of Block 39, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 5, Pages 
10 and 5, Public of Records of Okeechobee County, and a 70-foot wide by 512.5-
foot long portion of Northwest 10th Street, formally known as Sixteenth Avenue, 
lying between Lots 1 through 10, Block 39 and Lots 17 through 26, Block 28, 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 5, Pages 10 and 5, Public of Records 
of Okeechobee County. He stated recently the vacant portion of Block 39 
contiguous to the subject rights-of-way was approved for a Future Land Use Map 
Amendment (FLUM) to Multi-Family Residential and a Rezoning change to 
Residential Multiple Family (RMF). If this request is approved, the Applicant 
intends to join the vacant portion of Block 28 to the North and construct a 
multifamily residential project. With those recent FLUM and Zoning approvals and 
the property to the North being designated as Multi-Family Residential on the 
FLUM and RMF on the zoning map, it seems appropriate to place the same 
designation on the vacated property. This designation is also necessary if the 
Applicant is to complete the stated goal of developing a multi-family residential 
project at this site. 
 

Planning Staff’s responses to the required findings are. The alleyway is not the 
sole means of access to any property. The property owner of the parcel to the 
North of the Northwest 10th Street right-of-way, Fosler LLC, has provided consent 
and the Applicant owns the Southern half. The proposed right-of-way areas to be 
vacated have not been improved to facilitate vehicular travel. Turning over 
maintenance responsibility to the Applicant and adding property to the City’s tax 
rolls will be a benefit to the City. Finally, the Applicant has received authorization 
from all necessary utility entities. Planning Staff is recommending approval based 
on these findings. 

 

1. Building Official Newell commented he is in support of the request 
although, just a little concerned with the Industrial uses close by he 
proposed residential. 

 
Fire Lieutenant Weeks: No issues were received. 

 
Major Hagan: No issues were received. 
 

Public Works Director Allen stated his concern is with the North to South 
Alleyway located on the West side of Blocks 28 and 39 that would still be 
open for the City to maintain. He understands the property is in the City of 
Okeechobee subdivision which would involve purchasing the property 
from the H. E. Hamrick Trust. Since this would be an additional expense 
for the Applicant, maybe a maintenance agreement would be a better 
alternative. 
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Chairperson Montes De Oca asked Mr. Randy Simler, Registered Agent 
for Fosler LLC, who is intending to purchase the property from the 
Applicant, Omar Abuaita, if the City requested a maintenance agreement 
would he be open to that. Mr. Simler answered yes.  

 
County Environmental Health Dept: No issues were received. 
 
OUA: No issues were received. 
 

2. Mr. Michael Baggot, with SLD Engineering, who represents the Property 
Owner, Omar Abuaita, and the Applicant, Mr. Randy Simler, was present 
for questions. Mr. Simler, 310 Lakeshore Drive, Lake Park Florida, was 
present as well. 

 
3. Chairperson Montes De Oca asked whether there were any comments or 

questions from those in attendance from the Public. There were none. 

 
4. Chairperson Montes De Oca disclosed he had spoken to both Mr. Simler 

and Mr. Steve Dobbs, PE, with SLD Engineering, regarding the 
application. There were no other disclosures offered. 

 
5. A motion was offered by Building Official Newell to recommend approval 

to the Planning Board for Abandonment of Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-
001-AC-SC, which requests to vacate the 20-foot wide by 512.5-foot long 
East to West alleyway lying between Lots 1 through 10 and Lots 17 
through 26, of Block 39, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 5, 
Pages 10 and 5, Public of Records of Okeechobee County, and a 70-foot 
wide by 512.5-foot long portion of Northwest 10th Street, formally known 
as Sixteenth Avenue, lying between Lots 1 through 10, Block 39 and Lots 
17 through 26 Block 28; seconded by Public Works Director Allen. 

 
a) The Committee offered no further discussion. 

 
b) Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, 

Building Official Newell, Major Hagan, and Fire Lieutenant 
Weeks voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 

 
VI. There being no further items on the agenda, Chairperson Montes De Oca adjourned the 

meeting at 10:12 A.M. 
 
Please take note and be advised that any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Technical Review 
Committee with respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, such interested person will need a record of the 
proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Service’s media are for the sole 
purpose of backup for official records of the Department. 

 
        ATTEST: 
Marcos Montes De Oca, Chairperson   Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 
 
________________________________________   __________________________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-12 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA EXTENDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY DUE TO CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) 
THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2020; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, over the last several months, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has issued 

several Executive Orders declaring a public health emergency in the State of 
Florida and providing directives to address the emergency, which continue to be 
in effect; and  

 
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-02 

declaring that a State of Emergency exists in the City of Okeechobee, and 
authorizing the Mayor to extend it; and 

 
WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-03 extending 

the Emergency declaration and allowing for waivers of certain timeframes; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 19, 2020, the City Council extended the Emergency declarations 

under Resolution No. 2020-06; and  
 
WHEREAS, on August 4, 2020, the City Council extended the Emergency declarations 

under Resolution No. 2020-11; and  
 
WHEREAS, mitigating the effects of COVID-19 continues to be is a high priority in the 

City of Okeechobee, and the City Council wishes to extend the State of 
Emergency.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee:  
 
Section 1: The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated in this Resolution. 
 
Section 2: The City Council and the Chief of Police of the City of Okeechobee hereby 

re-enacts and extends the State of Emergency that exists in the City of 
Okeechobee under Resolutions No. 2020-02, No. 2020-03, No. 2020-06, 
and No. 2020-11. 

 
Section 3: Consistent with the direction of the Governor of the State of Florida by 

Executive Order No. 20-193 issued on August 7, 2020, extending certain 
timeframes and extending the effectiveness of prior Executive Orders, this 
Resolution will remain in effect until October 1, 2020. 

 
Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
APPROVED and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, on 

this 3rd day of September, 2020.  
 

       
 Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
        
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-13 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF A STATE HIGHWAY LIGHTING, MAINTENANCE 
AND COMPENSATION AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

FPID: 432726-1-78-09 COUNTY: OKEECHOBEE 

 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Florida Department of Transportation, hereinafter referred to 

as the FDOT, proposes to compensate the agencies for maintenance and 
operation of lighting on the State Highway System, hereinafter referred to as the 
Project; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, in order for the FDOT to proceed with the Project, it is necessary for the City 

of Okeechobee hereinafter referred to as the Utility Agency Owner (UAO), to 
execute and deliver to the FDOT the Agreement identified as State Highway 
Lighting, Maintenance, and Compensation Agreement, hereinafter referred to as 
the Agreement. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote 
of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief 
Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
1. THAT by Resolution, Mr. David Allen, City of Okeechobee Public Works 

Director, is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the 
Agreement to the FDOT. 

 
2. A certified copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the FDOT along with the 

executed Agreement.  
 

3. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
INTRODUCED and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, 

on this 3rd day of September, 2020.  
 

       
 Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
        
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1216 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA LEVYING THE AD VALOREM PROPERTY 
TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; PROVIDING 
THAT 7.6018 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE 
LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION 
SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT SAID 
MILLAGE RATE IS 6.03 PERCENT (6.03%) MORE THAN THE ROLL- 
BACK RATE OF 7.1696 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND 
SEVERABILITY;    AND    PROVIDING    FOR    AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(8)(f), Florida Statutes, provides that “voted millage” or 
“voted levies” means ad valorem taxes in excess of maximum millage amounts 
authorized by law approved for periods not longer than two (2) years by vote of the 
electors pursuant to s. 9(b), Art. VII of the State Constitution or ad valorem taxes 
levied for purposes provided in s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(2)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that “general municipal 
millage” shall be that non-voted millage rate set by the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, governs the adoption and levying of 
millage rates and provides that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee shall 
comply with the controlling provisions of Florida law in adoption of any millage 
rates, including municipal debt service millage, voted millage and voted levies; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, provides that the City Council as the 
governing body of the City of Okeechobee and as its taxing authority must adopt 
a resolution or ordinance in order to levy any millage in the manner specifically 
provided by general law or special act; and 

 

WHEREAS, October 1, 2020 is the commencement of the fiscal year for the City of 
Okeechobee, which shall end on September 30, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida, held public hearings as required by Section 
200.065, Florida Statutes, on September 3, 2020, and September 21, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida has complied with all other requirements of 
law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote 
of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief 
Presiding Officer for the City: 

 

Section 1: The ad valorem property tax operating millage rate for municipal purposes is 
hereby levied on the taxable property within the City Limits of the City of 
Okeechobee for Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020 and ending 
September 30, 2021. 

 

The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, hereby levies a tax of 
7.6018 per thousand dollar valuation on all real and tangible personal 
property within the corporate limits of the City of Okeechobee, provided 
however, that 7.6018 shall not be levied upon property in the City of 
Okeechobee claimed and allowed as homestead on the general laws of the 
State of Florida. 

 

Section 2: The millage rate adopted is 6.03 percent more than the roll-back rate of 
7.1696 as computed in accordance with Florida Statutes Section 200.065(1). 
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Section 3: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered, and adopted under the 
provisions of Florida Statutes Chapter 166 and Section 200.065, in 
conformance with applicable law and the State Constitution. 

 

Section 4: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon 
second reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property 
Appraiser, the Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida 
Department of Revenue as required by law. 

 

Section 5: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 

Section 6:  The provisions within this Ordinance shall take effect October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September 2020. 
 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st
 

day of September 2020. 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 

 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1217 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 
1, 2020, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR 
OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE 
GENERAL OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY 
AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY FOR AND DURING THE 
FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee adopts a final budget and appropriates funds on an annual 

basis for the general operation of several departments of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee held budget workshops on August 12, 2020, and August 

18, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 166.241, Florida Statutes provides specific requirements to which 

municipalities must comply with regard to budgets and budget amendments; and  
 
WHEREAS, State law requires that municipal budgets are balanced and adopted annually, and 

the adoption must be by resolution or ordinance including provisions relating to the 
methods and timing of budget amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2020 tax assessment role for the City of Okeechobee has been paired, 

equalized and certified, showing: Total taxable value of real and personal property: 
$332,221,139.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the process of the adoption of the annual budget is governed by Chapter 200, 

Florida Statutes, requiring calculation of the rolled-back tax rate and percentage 
increase over the rolled-rate, certain public notices, public hearings, format of required 
ordinances, and the like. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida; 

presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City 
Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for 
the City:  

 
Section 1: The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, after having held a public 

hearing on the annual budget, including General Fund, Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund, Other Grants Fund, Appropriations Grant Fund, Capital 
Improvement Projects Fund, and Law Enforcement Special Fund, hereby adopts 
as its annual budget the expenditures, as fully set forth below, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND 

 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 4,342,501.00 
  Ad Valorem Taxes - 7.6018 $ 2,424,459.00 
  Other Fees $ 731,300.00 
  Intergovernmental Revenue $ 1,502,876.00 
  Charges for Current Services $ 1,023,700.00 
  Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties $ 21,475.00 
  Uses of Money and Property $ 90,000.00 
  Other Revenues $ 28,310.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $10,164,621.00 
 

  Transfer-In from Public Facilities Improvement Fund $ 350,000.00 
  Transfer-In from Capital Improvement Projects Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES AND TRANSFERS $11,876,932.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  Legislative $ 213,771.00 
  Executive $ 252,322.00 
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  City Clerk $ 288,057.00 
  Financial Services $ 333,055.00 
  Legal Counsel $ 166,400.00 
  General Services $ 515,573.00 
  Law Enforcement $ 3,084,217.00 
  Fire Protection $ 1,458,050.00 
  Road and Street Facilities $ 1,222,986.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 7,534,431.00 
 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,342,501.00 
 
 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 844,807.00 
  Revenues $ 1,164,028.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 2,008,835.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 900,488.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 350,000.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,250,488.00 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE $ 758,347.00 
 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 3,190,195.00 
  Revenues $ 6,550.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 3,196,745.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 155,900.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,518,211.00 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND BALANCE $ 1,678,534.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 260,000.00 
  Revenues $ 300,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 560,000.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 420,000.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 140,000.00 
 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 593.00 
  Revenues $ 209,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 209,593.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 209,000.00 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 593.00 
 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 9,920.00 
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  Revenues $ 1,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 10,920.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 6,500.00 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,420.00 
 
 

Section 2: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered and adopted under the provisions 
of Chapter 166 and 200.065 Florida Statutes. 

 
 

Section 3: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon second 
reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property Appraiser, the 
Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida Department of Revenue as 
required by law. 

 
 

Section 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
 

Section 5: The City Administrator, through the Finance Director, is hereby authorized and 
directed to disburse monies for the purpose of meeting the expenses and 
expenditures of the City as appropriated. 

 
 

Section 6: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September, 2020. 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st day of 

September, 2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 



Robin
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