
 

 

 

 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 
55 SE THIRD AVENUE  

OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 
OCTOBER 18, 2022 

6:00 PM 
 LIST OF EXHIBITS 

 

 
Mayor 

 Dowling R. Watford, Jr. 
Council Members 

Noel Chandler 
  Monica Clark 

Bob Jarriel 
Bobby Keefe       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Draft Minutes   September 26, 2022 and October 4, 2022 
Warrant Register  September 2022 
 
Exhibit 1   Ordinance No. 1262, Rezoning 
Exhibit 2   Ordinance No. 1263, Rezoning 
Exhibit 3   Leadership Okeechobee Class of 2022 request 
Exhibit 4   Veteran’s Square Plans Presentation 
 



 

DRAFT SEPTEMBER 26, 2022, CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AND FINAL BUDGET HEARING, PAGE 1 OF 5 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2022, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

AND FINAL BUDGET HEARING 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to order on 
September 26, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 
200, Okeechobee, Florida. Following a moment of silence in honor of a loss in a City family, the invocation 
was offered by Pastor Don Hanna of First United Methodist Church; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Council Member Keefe. 

 
II. ATTENDANCE  

Roll was taken by City Clerk Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, 
Jr., Council Members Noel A. Chandler, Monica M. Clark, Robert “Bob” Jarriel, and Robert “Bobby” M. Keefe, 
Jr. 

 
III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. An Emergency Public Hearing was added as Item VIII., with Item A, Exhibit 6, Ordinance No. 1268; the 
remaining items renumbered accordingly. 

 
B. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Chandler to approve the agenda as amended. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on the agenda. 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
A. Mayor Watford proclaimed September 2022 as “Hunger Action Month.” The Proclamation was presented 

to Ms. Debra Neufeld and Ms. Elisha Gohl of the Treasure Coast Food Bank and read into the record as 
follows: “Whereas, hunger and poverty remain issues of grave concern in the United States, the 
State of Florida, the Treasure Coast, and the City of Okeechobee, with 17,489 children and adults 
in Okeechobee County now categorized as food insecure; and Whereas, the City of Okeechobee 
is committed to taking steps to raise awareness about the need to combat hunger in every part 
of our City and to provide additional resources that the citizens of Okeechobee need; and 
Whereas, the City of Okeechobee is committed to working with the Treasure Coast Food Bank in 
mobilizing people about the role and importance of food banks and other hunger relief 
organizations in addressing hunger and bringing attention to the need to devote more resources 
and attention to hunger issues; and Whereas, food banks and hunger relief organizations across 
the country, including the Treasure Coast Food Bank, coordinated Hunger Action Day on 
September 23, 2022 and will continue to host numerous events throughout the month of 
September to shed light on this important issue and encourage involvement in efforts to end 
hunger in their local community. Now, Therefore, I, Dowling R. Watford, Jr., by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month 
of September 2022 as Hunger Action Month.” 

 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to: 
A. [Dispense with the reading and] approve the meeting Minutes for August 2, 2022, August 16, 2022, and 

September 6, 2022; and 
 

B. Approve the August 2022 Warrant Register [in the amounts: General Fund, $467,280.26; Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund, $17,771.50; Capital Improvement Projects Fund, $2,311.46; and Industrial 
Development Grant Fund, $11,377.65]. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

 
VI. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE FINAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:09 P.M. 

A. Mayor Watford announced that the purpose of this public hearing is to consider for adoption the final 
reading of ordinances for the proposed Millage Rate levy and proposed Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-
23. 
 

B. Mayor Watford announced that the proposed Millage Rate levy represents zero percent more than the 
roll-back rate computed pursuant to Florida Statute 200.065(1). 
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VI. FINAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED 

C. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 
No. 1266, levying a Millage Rate of 6.8987 on all real and tangible personal property for proposed FY 
October 1, 2022, through September 20, 2023 [as presented in Exhibit 1]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
City Attorney John Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1266 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; LEVYING THE 
AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR 
THE FY BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2022, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2023; PROVIDING THAT 
6.8987 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD 
PROPERTY; THAT 6.8987 VALUATION SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT 
SAID MILLAGE RATE IS ZERO PERCENT (0.00%) MORE THAN THE ROLL-BACK RATE OF 6.8987 
COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”  
 
Motion and second by Council Members Clark and Keefe to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1266.There 
were no comments from the public or the Council. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

D. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Chandler to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 
No. 1267, setting the annual Budget for FY 2022-23 [as presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
City Attorney Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1267 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR 
THE FY BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2022, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2023; APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS FOR OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE GENERAL 
OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS 
OF THE CITY FOR AND DURING THE FY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1267. 
 
General Fund Beginning Fund Balance decreased to $4,342,501.00. Total Projected Revenues are 
$7,452,866.00 (includes Ad Valorem, Other Fees, Intergovernmental, Fines/Forfeitures/Penalties; Uses 
of Money and Property, Other Revenues; and Transferred-in from Public Facilities Improvement Fund 
and from Capital Improvement Projects Fund); Total Projected Expenditures are proposed at 
$7,452,866.00; leaving a new Fund Balance of $4,342,501.00. Pages 2 and 3 provided a detailed Line-
Item breakdown of the revenues and transfers-in. Projected Expenditures for each Department were 
presented as follows: 
 

 511-Legislative/City Council (pages 4 and 5) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $ 97,590.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 85,176.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 182,766.00 
 
 512-Executive/Administration (pages 6 and 7) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $ 216,260.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 48,882.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 265,142.00 
 
 2512-Executive/City Clerk (pages 8 and 9) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $ 208,666.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 114,420.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 323,086.00 

 
 514-Legal Services (page 10) 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 188,900.00 
 
 513-Finance (pages 11 and 12) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $ 209,700.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 133,900.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 343,600.00 
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VI. FINAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED 
D. Continued. 
 519-General Services (pages 13 and 14) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $ 178,962.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 406,675.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 585,637.00 
 
 521-Police Department (pages 15 and 16) 
 Total Personnel Costs: $2,739,260.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 480,998.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $3,220,258.00  
  
 522-Fire Department (pages 17 and 18) 
 Total Personnel Costs (Retirement and Unemployment): $ 63,814.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 642,400.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $ 706,214.00 

 
541-Public Works (pages 19 and 20) 

 Total Personnel Costs: $ 728,100.00 
 Total Supplies and Other Services: $ 909,163.00 
 FY 2022-23 Proposed Total: $1,637,263.00 

 
As discussed at the August 2, 2022, Budget Workshop, the Departments projected personnel costs 
included a 4.5 percent Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) for all employees effective October 1, 
2022. Additionally, a 1.5 percent increase would be provided on June 1, 2023, for employees who 
score a least an average or above on their performance evaluation. Further changes implemented 
the “Minimum, Medium, and Maximum Salary Ranges” for new hires after October 1, 2022, 
excluding the positions for part-time, Mayor, Council Members, and City Administrator. The one-
page spreadsheet was incorporated in the August 2, 2022, minute file. The spreadsheet does not 
incorporate the 4.5 percent COLA to the base Minimum (previously identified as Step 1 on the 
Salary Step Plan), Medium, and Maximum Salary Ranges for each position; however, it does 
incorporate the job titles and number of employees for those positions for FY 2022-23. 
 
The Public Facility (Transportation) Fund (page 21) budget was presented as: Beginning Fund 
Balance $926,183.00; Total Projected Revenues $1,125,251.00; Total Projected Expenditures 
$1,150,951.00; plus $350,000.00 to be transferred-out to the General Fund; leaving a Fund Balance of 
$550,483.00. See page 22 for the detailed list of specific expenditures and their estimated costs. 

 
The Capital Projects Improvement Fund (page 23) budget was presented as: Beginning Fund Balance 
$3,590,400.00; Total Projected Revenues $50,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures $857,000.00; plus, 
transfer-out $629,750.00 of which $83,000.00 goes to Other Grant Funds, $10,800.00 goes to 
Appropriations Funds, and $535,950.00 goes to General Fund; leaving a Fund Balance of $2,163,650.00. 
See page 24 for the detailed list of specific expenditures and their estimated costs. 
 
The Other Grants Fund (page 25) proposed budget was presented as: Beginning Fund Balance 
$47,000.00; Total Projected Revenues $383,000.00, of which includes $83,000.00 transferred-in from 
Capital Improvement Projects Fund as Assigned Funds; Total Projected Expenditures $430,000.00; 
leaving a Fund Balance of zero. 
 
The Industrial Development Grant Fund (page 26) proposed budget was presented as: Beginning 
Fund Balance $120,558.00; Total Projected Revenues of zero dollars; Total Projected Expenditures 
$120,558.00; leaving a Fund Balance of zero.  
 
The Appropriations Grant Fund (page 27) proposed budget was presented as: Beginning Fund 
Balance zero; Total Projected Revenues of $250,800.00, of which includes $10,800.00 transferred-in 
from Capital Improvement Projects Fund; Total Projected Expenditures $250,800.00; leaving a Fund 
Balance of zero. 
 
The Law Enforcement Special Fund (page 28) proposed budget was presented as: Beginning Fund 
Balance $15,600.00; Total Projected Revenues $1,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures $11,500.00; 
leaving a Fund Ending Balance of $5,100.00. 
 
Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comment. Mr. Jon Folbrecht inquired about the status of the 
purchase of a backhoe as discussed at the previous meeting. Mayor Watford responded the item was 
still listed for purchase within the Public Facilities Improvement Fund on pages 21 and 22. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 
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MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE FINAL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:17 P.M. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Mr. Russ Brown, Okeechobee Dixon Hendry Campus President of Indian River State College (IRSC), 

provided an update regarding the Promise Program that offers paid tuition for qualifying students to obtain 
an Associate in Art, Associate in Science, or Applied Associate in Science Degree, and is sponsored by 
the IRSC Foundation. There are 2,200 students enrolled in the four-county area, including 100 full-time 
and 50 part-time students in Okeechobee. Mr. Brown responded to questions from the Council regarding 
the continuation, expansion, and future goals of the program. This item is for informational purposes only, 
no official action required. 
 

B. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Chandler to approve a Grant Agreement [No. A3067] 
for funding [$50,000.00] with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for the Centennial Park 
[ADA Kayak Launch and Landscaping] project [as presented in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  

 
C. Motion and second by Council Members Clark and Jarriel to [approve a] piggyback [Agreement from] 

Okeechobee County School Board’s Agreement with CRA Architects, Inc. for outside renovation of City 
Hall and the Public Safety Building [as presented in Exhibit 4]. A motion to amend the motion on the 
floor, to add that the agreement cost is not to exceed $10,000.00 was made by Council Member Clark 
and seconded by Council Member Chandler. Motion To Amend Carried Unanimously. Motion As 
Amended Carried Unanimously. 

 
D. Motion and second by Council Members Clark and Chandler to approve, and authorize the Administrator 

to execute, a Letter of Understanding of the current Agreement with CAS Governmental Services, LLC 
in the amount of $18,000.00 for the term of October 1, 2022, to September 30, 2023 [as presented in 
Exhibit 5]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

VIII. ADDED ITEM: MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE EMERGENCY PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:34 P.M. 
A. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Clark to read by title only, proposed Emergency 

Ordinance No. 1268, designating the Police Chief as the City’s Emergency Management Official and 
authorizing other emergency measures due to the potential impacts of Hurricane Ian [as presented in 
Exhibit 6]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
City Attorney Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1268 as follows: “AN 
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA, DESIGNATING THE CHIEF OF POLICE AS THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICIAL 
FOR THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE; PROVIDING FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO DECLARE A 72-
HOUR STATE OF EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE DUE TO THE PREDICTED 
PATH OF HURRICANE IAN; PROVIDING FOR ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION BY THE 
CHIEF OF POLICE TO EXTEND THE 72-HOUR DECLARATION; PROVIDING FOR DECLARATION 
TO CONTINUE FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE CHIEF 
OF POLICE; PROVIDING FOR AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY MEASURES; PROVIDING FOR 
DISCRETIONARY EMERGENCY MEASURES; PROVIDING FOR FILING DECLARATIONS AND 
MEASURES IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AND PUBLICATION TO NEWS MEDIA; 
PROVIDING FOR VIOLATIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1268. There 
were no public comments. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE EMERGENCY PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:39 P.M. 
 

IX. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 
• CRA Architects, Inc. piggyback Agreement; 
• Reviewing Statutes regarding security camera recordings in relation to public records requirements; 
• Continuing to work a Memorandum of Understanding with Okeechobee Main Street regarding 

landscaping endcaps along South Park Street; 
• Drafting Bid for Public Works Landscape Maintenance; 
• Researching ordinances related to short term rentals and what the City allows/disallows for these. 

 
X. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE  

• A discussion regarding the Code Enforcement fine reductions process will be on the next agenda; 
• Rezoning and Small-Scale Future Land Use Map Amendments for two City properties in progress; 
• Meeting with developers who are interested in developing the 16 acres in the Northeast section.  
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XI. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council Member Chandler commented on his recent travels out of state. 
 
Council Member Jarriel stated he has spoken to several citizens who conveyed their appreciation to the 
Council for lowering the Millage Rate to the roll-back rate.  
 
Council Member Keefe: 
• Requested a preliminary, but real, discussion regarding a Fire Assessment on the next agenda; 
• Advised Chief Hagan to be prepared to answer questions at the next meeting about the use of code 

citations written by law enforcement officers. 
 

Council Member Clark: 
• Provided an update from the Tourism Development Council on upcoming events: the Bass Masters Elite 

Series is returning after five years in February; the Music Festival will be in March; 
• The County is adding a splash pad to the Sports Complex and a pump track at the Kiwanis Park; 
• Inquired about the sale of agricultural exemption property that is not being used for agriculture by the 

new owners. Administrator Ritter responded that the information was provided to the Property Appraiser’s 
Office, there were justifications to all except one. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 6:55 P.M. 
 
Submitted By: 

 
 
      ___________________________ 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting, s/he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records 
of the Clerk. 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
OCTOBER 4, 2022, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to order on October 
4, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, 
Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation was offered by Pastor Chad Keathley of Okeechobee Church of God; 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Chandler.  

 
II. ATTENDANCE  

Roll was taken by City Clerk Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, 
Jr., Council Members Noel A. Chandler, Monica M. Clark, Robert “Bob” Jarriel, and Robert “Bobby” M. Keefe, 
Jr. 

 
III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. New Business, Item IV.F, Exhibit 4, Interlocal Agreement with the Board of County Commissioners for 
the removal of storm debris; and Item IV. G, Exhibit 5, William Saum Settlement Agreement, were added.  

 
B. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to approve the agenda as amended. Motion 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on the agenda. 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Clark to read by title only, proposed Ordinance No. 

1264, regarding Rezoning Petition No. 22-006-R, submitted by the City as the property owner to rezone 
Lots 6 and 7 of Block 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, located at Southwest (SW) 3rd Avenue and 23rd Street 
from Public Use (PUB) to Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1) [as presented in Exhibit 1]. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 
 
City Attorney John Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1264 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM PUB TO RSF-1, PETITION NO. 22-006-R; 
AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to approve the first reading of proposed 
Ordinance No. 1264 and set November 1, 2022, as the final hearing date. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

B. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to read by title only, proposed 
Ordinance No. 1265, regarding Rezoning Petition No. 22-007-R, submitted by the City, as the property 
owner, to rezone Lots 9 through 12 of Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, located at 1003 SW 3rd Avenue 
from RSF-1 to PUB [as presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Attorney Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1265 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM RSF-1 TO PUB, PETITION NO. 22-007-R; 
AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 

Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Clark to approve the first reading of proposed 
Ordinance No. 1265 and set November 1, 2022, as the final hearing date. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

C. Mr. John Creasman, Okeechobee Utility Authority (OUA) Board Chairperson, presented an update 
of projects through an eleven-slide power point presentation. The first was their SW 5th Avenue 
Project to expand wastewater collection in this area for customers within the City Limits. They 
considered three options, vacuum sewer, gravity sewer, and low-pressure sewer (LPS).  
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IV. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
C. Continued. All have their pros and cons which led to considering a blended/staggered option where 

the OUA could consider immediately moving forward with design, permitting, and construction of 
a LPS system to serve the residential area (from SW 5th to 7th Avenue’s), and then consider future 
expansion of the gravity sewer for the commercial corridor (SW 3rd to South Parrott Avenue) in the 
future. He then reviewed the Southwest Service Area (SWSA) Project 1, the master force main 
and pump station are currently under construction, the SWSA SE 2 Interconnect is in design and 
permitting. Both the SWSA Project 2 Collection System and Project 3 Okee-Tanie/State Road 78 
are in the design and permitting stage. The Treasure Island Project is being reviewed for 
engineering, this is a large project that the OUA has received funding for and will eliminate over 
2,500 septic tanks. The Pine Ridge Park Project is under construction. Mr. Creasman along with 
Mr. John Hayford, OUA Executive Director responded to Council questions. There was concern 
expressed in regards to using the LPS system for the SW 5th Avenue Project. Mr. Creasman 
acknowledged those concerns and advise he would convey them to the OUA Board and request 
to look at all options. A copy of the power point has been incorporated into the official minute file. 
This item was for informational purposes, no official action required. 
 

D. A discussion was held regarding the current protocol for Code Enforcement reduction of fines. 
Council Member Jarriel expressed his concern that the Code Enforcement Magistrate recently 
approved a fine reduction of 75 percent on a $10,000.00 fine. In order to provide historic practices 
on fine reduction, Chief Hagan distributed two spreadsheets, which have been incorporated into 
the official minute file.  
 
One spreadsheet provided in table format, nine cases that went before the City Council requesting 
fine reductions between January 2020 through April 2021. Of those nine, one was approved for a 
reduction of 50 percent, one for 70 percent, one for 75 percent, two for 80 percent, and four for 90 
percent, none were repeat violators. The Council, by ordinance in April 2021, gave the 
authorization to the Special Magistrate to approve all future fine reduction requests. The second 
spreadsheet provided in table format, nine cases that went before the Special Magistrate 
requesting fine reductions between May 2021 through September 2022. Seven were approved for 
a reduction of 75 percent, one was approved for 90 percent due to special circumstances, and one 
noted as a repeat violator was approved for 50 percent. 
 
City Attorney Greg Hyden was in attendance and reviewed Florida Statutes Chapter 162 which 
addresses Code Enforcement and gave an overview of the process required when approving fine 
reductions. It was also noted that the intent of issuing fines is to gain compliance and never to be 
looked at as a source of revenue. The discussion continued with Code Enforcement Officers 
Anthony Smith and Christina Curl, Chief Hagan, Attorneys Fumero and Hyden responding to 
questions from the Council. The outcome was for Staff to re-develop their current matrix used 
when making their recommendation for fine reduction requests to the Special Magistrate, to include 
the length of time it takes for the property to come into compliance and efforts made by the property 
owner. It was not noted whether this would need to come back before the Council. 
 

E. Motion and second by Council Members Clark and Keefe to approve a Police Fleet purchase of four 
2023 Dodge Chargers in the amount of $145,748.00 from Garber Fleet Sales [via the Florida Sheriff’s 
Association bid as presented in Exhibit 3]. A motion to amend the motion on the floor, to purchase 
five 2023 Dodge Chargers, was made by Council Member Clark and seconded by Council Member 
Jarriel. Motion to Amend Carried Unanimously. Motion as Amended Carried Unanimously.  
 

F. Added Item. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Clark to approve an Interlocal 
Agreement with Okeechobee County for storm debris removal and monitoring [as presented in Exhibit 
4]. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

G. Added Item. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to approve a Worker’s 
Compensation Settlement with William Saum [as presented in Exhibit 5]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
V. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 

• Completed Settlement Agreement with William Saum; and 
• Interlocal Agreement with the County of Okeechobee for storm debris removal. 

 
VI. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 

• Worked closely with County Emergency Management during Hurricane Ian; 
•  Thanked Staff for their dedication and work both before and after Hurricane Ian; 
•  Will be reviewing and updating the Emergency Management Procedures which was last done in 1994. 
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VII. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council Member Chandler inquired about tree trimming along minor electrical feeder lines. Administrator 
Ritter responded he will contact our Florida Power and Light Representative regarding this. 
 
Council Member Jarriel inquired if there were plans to advertise the City Charter prior to the General Election. 
Administrator Ritter responded yes. 
 

  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further items, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 7:52 P.M. 
 
Submitted By: 

 
 
      ___________________________ 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting, s/he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records 
of the Clerk. 
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Check Report
Okeechobee, FL By Check Number

Date Range: 09/01/2022 - 09/30/2022

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: CapVeh Fund-Capital Vehicle Fund Truist Checking

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 09/15/2022 19324.28Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code CapVeh Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

1

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1 0.00

Payment

4.28

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.28

Payable
Count

1

0

0

0

0

1



Check Report Date Range: 09/01/2022 - 09/30/2022

10/7/2022 9:33:04 AM Page 2 of 7

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: GenFund-General Fund Checking-Truist Checking

City Of Okeechobee P City Of Okeechobee Payroll Account 09/08/2022 112101,183.38EFT 0.00

1644 PRM - Health Insurance 09/08/2022 11355,763.13EFT 0.00

1770 PRM - Life, LTD & STD 09/08/2022 1143,873.26EFT 0.00

1645 PRM - Vision & Dental 09/08/2022 1152,076.71EFT 0.00

**Void** 09/07/2022 450310.00Regular 0.00

City of Okeechobee- City of Okeechobee - General Fund 09/07/2022 45032-101,183.38Regular 0.00

City of Okeechobee- City of Okeechobee - General Fund 09/07/2022 45032101,183.38Regular 0.00

AcePest ACE Pest Control, Inc. 09/08/2022 4503390.00Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 09/08/2022 45034208.06Regular 0.00

America's Office Sou America's Office Source 09/08/2022 45035521.27Regular 0.00

BOA- 9928 fka 2303 P Bank of America - 9928 fka 2303  PW 09/08/2022 45036539.62Regular 0.00

City  Electric Suppl City  Electric Supply  Co. 09/08/2022 45037137.00Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 09/08/2022 4503859.50Regular 0.00

Day Dreams Uniforms, Day Dreams Uniforms, Inc. 09/08/2022 4503973.50Regular 0.00

Double Nickel Speedo Double Nickel Speedometer Testing 09/08/2022 45040325.00Regular 0.00

Elections Commission Elections Commission Trust Fund 09/08/2022 45041654.00Regular 0.00

Everglades Farm Equi Everglades Farm Equip. Co., Inc. 09/08/2022 450423,195.36Regular 0.00

CIT Technology Finan First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co 09/08/2022 45043546.99Regular 0.00

Fitness Factory Fitness Factory 09/08/2022 45044240.00Regular 0.00

Florida Coast Florida Coast Equipment 09/08/2022 45045304.84Regular 0.00

GALLS, LLC GALLS, LLC 09/08/2022 45046260.15Regular 0.00

Glades Air Condition Glades Air Conditioning 09/08/2022 4504798.00Regular 0.00

ICS ICS Computers Inc. 09/08/2022 450483,299.95Regular 0.00

90 IMS 09/08/2022 45049279.78Regular 0.00

1981 JMC Landscaping Services, Inc. 09/08/2022 45050588.60Regular 0.00

962 Newmans Power Systems, Inc. 09/08/2022 45051779.21Regular 0.00

2057 Okeechobee Army Surplus 09/08/2022 4505291.90Regular 0.00

BOCC Okeechobee County - BOCC 09/08/2022 45053150.00Regular 0.00

143 Okeechobee Discount Drug 09/08/2022 45054249.95Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 09/08/2022 450555.03Regular 0.00

1155 Safety Products Inc. 09/08/2022 4505647.70Regular 0.00

2110 Security 101 09/08/2022 45057603.75Regular 0.00

1474 St. Lucie Battery & Tire 09/08/2022 4505875.15Regular 0.00

1908 Supplyline 09/08/2022 45059138.50Regular 0.00

1906 Thread Works Embroidery, LLC 09/08/2022 45060218.00Regular 0.00

1460 Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 09/08/2022 4506155.88Regular 0.00

1861 TransUnion Risk & Alternative Data 09/08/2022 4506275.00Regular 0.00

TCMA Treasure Coast Medical Associates 09/08/2022 45063280.00Regular 0.00

1544 UniFirst Corp 09/08/2022 45064432.15Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 09/08/2022 45065145.11Regular 0.00

WEX WEX Bank 09/08/2022 450666,702.51Regular 0.00

AActionpower AAction Power Equipment LLC 09/15/2022 450671,619.98Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 09/15/2022 450689.72Regular 0.00

American Drilling Se American Drilling Services, Inc. 09/15/2022 4506921.00Regular 0.00

America's Office Sou America's Office Source 09/15/2022 45070584.00Regular 0.00

Apex Pest Control, I Apex Pest Control, Inc. 09/15/2022 4507160.00Regular 0.00

CAS Governmental Ser CAS Governmental Services, LLC 09/15/2022 45072500.00Regular 0.00

Custom Lifts Inc. Custom Lifts Inc. 09/15/2022 45073300.00Regular 0.00

Diamond R Fertilizer Diamond R Fertilizer Co., Inc. 09/15/2022 45074199.01Regular 0.00

East Coast Signs & S East Coast Signs & Shirts 09/15/2022 45075264.00Regular 0.00

Federal Eastern Inte Federal Eastern International, Inc. 09/15/2022 4507658.78Regular 0.00

CIT Technology Finan First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co 09/15/2022 45077227.58Regular 0.00

FPU Florida Public Utilities 09/15/2022 4507894.21Regular 0.00

2253 MacVicar Consulting, Inc. 09/15/2022 45079250.00Regular 0.00

Morris-Depew Associa Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 09/15/2022 450805,300.00Regular 0.00

2057 Okeechobee Army Surplus 09/15/2022 45081291.65Regular 0.00

141 Okeechobee Auxiliary Police, Inc. 09/15/2022 45082600.00Regular 0.00

222 Okeechobee News c/o Independent Newspape 09/15/2022 450831,348.36Regular 0.00

2191 Porter Lee Corporation 09/15/2022 45084875.00Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 09/15/2022 45085782.53Regular 0.00



Check Report Date Range: 09/01/2022 - 09/30/2022
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

2110 Security 101 09/15/2022 4508616.25Regular 0.00

1482 Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories 09/15/2022 45087104.81Regular 0.00

1474 St. Lucie Battery & Tire 09/15/2022 450881,378.82Regular 0.00

1908 Supplyline 09/15/2022 4508966.50Regular 0.00

1813 Thompson Reuters 09/15/2022 45090102.46Regular 0.00

1460 Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 09/15/2022 4509124.68Regular 0.00

1516 Total Roadside Services, Inc. 09/15/2022 4509275.00Regular 0.00

TCMA Treasure Coast Medical Associates 09/15/2022 450932,452.00Regular 0.00

1934 Verizon Wireless 09/15/2022 4509472.14Regular 0.00

1934 Verizon Wireless 09/15/2022 45095462.66Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 09/15/2022 4509647.90Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 09/22/2022 4509717.89Regular 0.00

Apple Machine and Su Apple Machine and Supply Co. 09/22/2022 45098354.35Regular 0.00

1988 Ardex 09/22/2022 4509920.15Regular 0.00

C&C Industrial Enter C&C Industrial Enterprise. LLC 09/22/2022 4510055.33Regular 0.00

Carl Berlin Carl Berlin 09/22/2022 4510135.00Regular 0.00

CMC CMC 09/22/2022 45102275.00Regular 0.00

Dawn Hoover Dawn Hoover 09/22/2022 4510350.00Regular 0.00

Day Dreams Uniforms, Day Dreams Uniforms, Inc. 09/22/2022 4510488.78Regular 0.00

Douglas McCoy Douglas McCoy 09/22/2022 4510535.00Regular 0.00

CIT Technology Finan First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co 09/22/2022 4510685.44Regular 0.00

Global Mapping, Inc. Global Mapping, Inc. 09/22/2022 451072,500.00Regular 0.00

1892 Highland Pest Control 09/22/2022 4510855.00Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 09/22/2022 4510999.86Regular 0.00

ICS ICS Computers Inc. 09/22/2022 4511032.85Regular 0.00

702 Indian River State College 09/22/2022 451114,240.63Regular 0.00

1532 Karyne Brass 09/22/2022 4511235.00Regular 0.00

1895 Mac L Jonassaint 09/22/2022 4511335.00Regular 0.00

2006 NexAir, LLC 09/22/2022 45114116.79Regular 0.00

2057 Okeechobee Army Surplus 09/22/2022 4511545.95Regular 0.00

OUA Okeechobee Utility Authority 09/22/2022 451161,095.76Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 09/22/2022 4511751.45Regular 0.00

1564 Philip Baughman 09/22/2022 4511835.00Regular 0.00

2165 Richard Chartier 09/22/2022 4511935.00Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 09/22/2022 45120125.00Regular 0.00

2183 Select Shred 09/22/2022 4512130.00Regular 0.00

1482 Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories 09/22/2022 4512229.31Regular 0.00

1688 Sprint 09/22/2022 4512377.24Regular 0.00

1550 Taylor Rental - Okeechobee 09/22/2022 45124171.85Regular 0.00

1460 Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 09/22/2022 45125360.00Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 09/22/2022 45126175.50Regular 0.00

538 Waste Management Inc. of Florida 09/22/2022 4512732,891.04Regular 0.00

AFLAC American Family Life Assurance Co. 09/30/2022 45128399.32Regular 0.00

BOA- 2709 fka 0257 a Bank of America - 2709 fka 0257 Admin 09/30/2022 451292,807.82Regular 0.00

**Void** 09/30/2022 451300.00Regular 0.00

BOA- 9616 Bank of America - 9616 PD#2 09/30/2022 451312,337.32Regular 0.00

BOA- 9852 fka 8540 Bank of America - 9852 fka 8540 09/30/2022 451321,747.02Regular 0.00

BOA- 3373 fka 2149 P Bank of America 3373 fka 2149 PD#1 09/30/2022 451331,728.94Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Local CenturyLink 09/30/2022 451342,118.23Regular 0.00

City of Okeechobee - City of Okeechobee - CH Coffee Fund - Ca 09/30/2022 45135146.00Regular 0.00

883 City of Okeechobee - PD Coffee Fund - Ca 09/30/2022 451361,364.00Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 09/30/2022 45137191.30Regular 0.00

CIT Technology Finan First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co 09/30/2022 45138172.13Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 09/30/2022 451394,014.85Regular 0.00

1343 India Riedel 09/30/2022 45140101.90Regular 0.00

1866 JC Newell Const. Inspect. Services, Inc. 09/30/2022 451415,200.00Regular 0.00

1071 LegalShield 09/30/2022 4514214.95Regular 0.00

117 Liberty National Life Ins. Co. 09/30/2022 45143179.28Regular 0.00

1574 Salem Trust Company 09/30/2022 4514421,778.09Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 09/30/2022 451451,721.66Regular 0.00

2110 Security 101 09/30/2022 45146371.00Regular 0.00
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2118 SHI International 09/30/2022 4514718,042.30Regular 0.00

1908 Supplyline 09/30/2022 45148162.98Regular 0.00

1460 Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 09/30/2022 4514926.74Regular 0.00

TCMA Treasure Coast Medical Associates 09/30/2022 4515045.00Regular 0.00

1939 United Way 09/30/2022 4515136.00Regular 0.00

810 Vantage Transfer Agents - 457 09/30/2022 45152529.38Regular 0.00

810 Vantage Transfer Agents - 457 09/30/2022 451532,480.00Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 09/30/2022 4515470.01Regular 0.00

743 Walmart/Capital One 09/30/2022 45155207.83Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code GenFund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

123

0

3

0

4

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

130 0.00

Payment

252,093.10

0.00

-101,183.38

0.00

162,896.48

313,806.20

Payable
Count

160

0

0

0

6

166
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: Grant Fund 305-Industrial Development Fund

CraigSmith Craig A Smith 09/15/2022 1380550.05Regular 0.00

CraigSmith Craig A Smith 09/30/2022 13816,115.80Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code Grant Fund 305 Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

2

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2 0.00

Payment

6,665.85

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6,665.85

Payable
Count

3

0

0

0

0

3



Check Report Date Range: 09/01/2022 - 09/30/2022

10/7/2022 9:33:04 AM Page 6 of 7

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: PubFac Fund-Public Facility Fund-Truist Checking

Culpepper & Terpenin Culpepper & Terpening, Inc. 09/08/2022 35394,952.00Regular 0.00

FERGUSON WATERWORKSFERGUSON WATERWORKS 09/08/2022 354013,507.20Regular 0.00

1981 JMC Landscaping Services, Inc. 09/08/2022 35413,849.58Regular 0.00

B & B Site Developme B & B Site Development 09/15/2022 35421,435.00Regular 0.00

1670 Sherwin-Williams Co. 09/15/2022 3543203.80Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 09/22/2022 35445,321.70Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 09/22/2022 3545251.67Regular 0.00

2094 USA Services of Florida, Inc. 09/22/2022 35462,266.00Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code PubFac Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

8

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

8 0.00

Payment

31,786.95

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

31,786.95

Payable
Count

8

0

0

0

0

8
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All Bank Codes Check Summary

Payment Type Discount
Payment

Count Payment
Payable

Count

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Bank Drafts

EFT's

134

0

3

0

4

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

141 0.00

290,550.18

0.00

-101,183.38

0.00

162,896.48

352,263.28

172

0

0

0

6

178

Fund Name AmountPeriod

Fund Summary

001 GENERAL FUND 313,806.209/2022

301 PUBLIC FACILITY FUND 31,786.959/2022

304 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 4.289/2022

305 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 6,665.859/2022

352,263.28
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ORDINANCE NO.1262 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN, ORDINANCE NO. 635 AS AMENDED, BY REVISING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP ON A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM PUBLIC FACILITIES 
(PF) TO SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (SFR), APPLICATION NO. 
22-006-SSA; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND
REVISED FUTURE LAND USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee recognizes the need to plan 
for orderly growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statues provides for amendment to Adopted 
Comprehensive Plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, as the property owner, filed Application No. 
22-006-SSA for a small-scale amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the
City's Comprehensive Plan, and said application being reviewed by the City's
Planning Board, acting as the Local Planning Agency, at a duly advertised
Public Hearing held on September 15, 2022, which determined such request
to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and consistent with the pattern
of future land uses within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has agreed with the recommendation of the Planning 
Board and finds that the proposed Application complies with the 
requirements of Florida Statute 163, Part II, and that the proposed Application 
is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and appropriate to the future land 
uses within the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE. 

THIS ORDINANCE shall be known as a "City of Okeechobee Small Scale 
Development Activities Comprehensive Plan Amendment," pursuant to F.S. 
163.3187, and shall be effective within the City limits of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida. 

SECTION 2: AUTHORITY. 

This City of Okeechobee Small Scale Development Activities 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 163.3187, Part II, Florida Statutes. 

Exhibit 1
10/18/2022
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SECTION 3: REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP. 
 
The following described land consisting of approximately 0.33 acres is 
hereby re-designated for purposes of the Future Land Use Map of the City of 
Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan: 

 
1. Application No. 22-006-SSA, from Public Facilities to Single Family 

Residential. The Legal Description of the Subject Property is as follows: 
 

LOTS 6 AND 7 OF BLOCK 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 8, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
 

SECTION 4: INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FUTURE LAND 
USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida that 
the provisions of this Ordinance, and the revisions to the Future Land Use 
Map which are incorporated herein by reference, shall become and be made 
a part of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan (City of Okeechobee 
Ordinance No. 635, as amended). 
 
SECTION 5: CONFLICT. 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
SECTION 6: SEVERABILITY. 

 
If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
The effective date of this plan amendment shall be thirty-one (31) days after 
the adoption of this Ordinance, if not timely challenged. If timely challenged, 
this amendment shall become effective on the date the State Land Planning 
Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining 
this adopted amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, 
development permits, or land uses dependent on this amendment may be 
issued or commence before it has become effective. 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED at First Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 

18th day of October 2022, pursuant to F.S. 163.3187(2). 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
 



September 15, 2022, Planning Board Meeting Page 1 of 3 

  CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD  

SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Hoover called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City of 
Okeechobee to order on Thursday, September 15, 2022, at 6:42 P.M. in the City 
Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee. 
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Vice 
Chairperson Doug McCoy, Board Members Phil Baughman, Karyne Brass, Rick 
Chartier, Mac Jonassaint and Alternate Board Member Carl Berlin, Jr. were present. 
Board Member David McAuley and Alternate Board Member Jim Shaw were absent 
with consent. Chairperson Hoover moved Alternate Board Member Berlin to voting 
position. 
 

III. AGENDA 
A. There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda. 
B. Motion by Member Chartier, seconded by Member Brass to approve the 

agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not 

on the agenda. 
 

IV. MINUTES 
A. Motion by Vice Chairperson McCoy, seconded by Member Brass to dispense 

with the reading and approve the July 21, 2022, Regular Meeting minutes. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON HOOVER OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:44 P.M. 

A. Comprehensive Plan Small Scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment 
Application No. 22-006-SSA, to reclassify from Public Facilities (PF) to Single 
Family Residential (SFR) on 0.33± acres located at the corner of Southwest 
(SW) 3rd Avenue and SW 23rd Street, Lots 6 and 7 of Block 5, ROYAL OAK 
ADDITION, Plat Book 1, Page 8, Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Ben Smith with Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 

briefly reviewed the Planning Staff Report finding the requested SFR 
FLUM designation for the subject property reasonably compatible with 
adjacent uses, consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area, and 
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending 
approval. The Applicant has also submitted a concurrent Rezoning 
Application requesting to rezone the subject property from Public Use 
(PUB) to Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1). 

2. Board Member Jonassaint inquired as to why the City is wanting to sell. 
City Administrator Gary Ritter explained the City Council made the 
decision to sell the property and dedicate the monies from the sale to 
needed improvements for the Primitive Baptist Church property. 

3. No Public comments were offered. For the record there were 23 
surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and two 
signs were properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or 
comments received to date. 

4. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
5. Motion by Board Member Jonassaint, seconded by Board Member 

Chartier to recommend approval to the City Council for Comprehensive 
Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-006-SSA, as 
presented in [Exhibit 1, which includes the findings as required for 
granting Applications per Code Section 70-340; and the Planning 
Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for approval.] 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM A CONTINUED 
The recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022. 

 
B. Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-007-

SSA, to reclassify from SFR to PF on 0.65± acres located at 1003 SW 3rd 
Avenue, Lots 9 through 12, Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 
5, Pages 12 and 7, Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff 

Report finding the requested PF FLUM designation for the subject 
property reasonable compatible with the adjacent uses, consistent with 
the urbanizing pattern of the area, and consistent with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval. The Applicant 
has also submitted a concurrent Rezoning Application requesting to 
rezone the subject property from RSF-1 to PUB. 

2. There were no questions asked of staff. 
3. Mrs. Betty Silvas, 1001 SW 3rd Avenue, expressed concern with whether 

her property would be taken from her or if her property taxes would be 
affected with this change. City Administrator Ritter explained this request 
was not to take her property from her. For the record there were 31 
surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and one sign 
was properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or 
comments received to date. 

4. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. Vice Chairperson McCoy 
mentioned he and his wife Pat were married in 1997 at this church. 

5. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member 
Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for 
Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-
007-SSA, as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes the findings as 
required for granting Applications per Code Section 70-340; and the 
Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for 
approval.] Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be 
forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a Public Hearing 
tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022. 

QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS 
C. Rezoning Petition No. 22-006-R, requests to rezone from PUB to RSF-1, on 

0.33± acres, located at the corner of SW 3rd Avenue and SW 23rd Street, Lots 6 
and 7 of Block 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, Plat Book 1, Page 8, Okeechobee 
County for the proposed use of listing the property for sale. 
1. Notary Public Patty Burnette administered an oath to Mr. Ben Smith 

2914 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida, who responded 
affirmatively. 

2. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff 
Report finding the requested rezoning from PUB to RSF-1, for the 
subject property to be reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, 
consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area and consistent with the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval should 
the concurrent request to change the FLUM to SFR be approved. 

3. There were no questions asked of staff. 
4. No public comments were offered. For the record there were 23 

surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and two 
signs were properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or 
comments received to date. 

5. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
6. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member 

Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for Rezoning 
Petition No. 22-006-R as presented in [Exhibit 3, which includes the 
findings as required for granting Petitions per Code Section 70-340; and 
the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation 
for approval]. Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will 
be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings 
tentatively scheduled for October 4, 2022, and November 1, 2022. 
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General Information  
Owner: City of Okeechobee  
Applicant: City of Okeechobee  
Primary Contact: Gary Ritter, Patty Burnette 
Site Address: Corner of SW 3rd Ave. & SW 23rd Street   
Parcel Identification: 3-28-37-35-0060-00050-0060 
 

Legal Description 
ROYAL OAK ADDITION (PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE 8) LOTS 6 & 7 BLOCK 5. 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property 
 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 
 

 

Description of Request and Existing Conditions  
The request for consideration by the City of Okeechobee Planning Board is a city-initiated Amendment to 
the Future Land Use Map of the City’s Comprehensive Plan to change the future land use designation of 
the subject 0.325-acre vacant parcel from Public Facilities to Single-Family Residential. The City is also 
submitting a concurrent Rezoning Application to rezone the subject property from Public Use to 
Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1). The property previously contained the City water tower and has 
since been used as a public works storage yard. As the site is no longer being utilized by the City and has 
been cleaned up, the City intends to list this property for sale and is undertaking these actions prior to 
listing. The property is located on the southern boundary of the City limit, with unincorporated 

 Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use  Public Facilities Single-Family Residential 
Zoning Public Use Residential Single Family-One 
Use of Property Vacant Residential 
Acreage 0.325 0.325 

 Future Land Use Zoning Existing 
Use 

North Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

East Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

South Unincorporated Okeechobee County- 
Commercial Corridor Mixed Use 

Unincorporated Okeechobee County- 
RSF Residential  

West Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 
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Okeechobee County to the south. Based on the size of the property, per Chapter 163.3187 F.S., this 
application qualifies as a Small-Scale Amendment (SSA) to the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Current Maximum Development Potential as Public Facilities 
The property is currently designated Public Facilities on the City of Okeechobee Future Land Use Map. The 
Public Facilities FLU allows for permitted uses including parks, schools, government buildings, fire stations, 
other recreational and non-recreational public properties, and accessory uses customary to permissible 
uses; and a maximum impervious surface coverage of 85%. Residential uses are not permitted at any 
density. The corresponding Public Use Zoning District allows for a maximum of 50% building coverage and 
45 feet maximum building height.  

 

Maximum Development Potential as Residential Single-Family 
No specific plans are proposed at this time. However, if this map change is approved, the property may 
be developed according to standards of the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Code 
pertaining to the Single-Family Residential FLU and to the corresponding residential zoning districts. The 
Single-Family Residential Future Land Use allows a maximum density of four dwelling units per acre for 
residential units on individual lots. Additionally, mobile home parks are allowed six units per acre and the 
maximum density for affordable housing is 5 units per acre. The subject property has a maximum 
development potential 1.3 single-family residential dwelling units, which realistically equates to one (1) 
single family residence. 
 

Estimates of Demand 
The realistic maximum development potential on the subject property is one (1) dwelling unit. The 
following calculations are based on the US Census Bureau 2020 average persons per household in the 
City of Okeechobee for the Single-Family Residential Future Land Use:  

Potable Water: 114 gallons per person per day (gppd) x 2.84 persons per household (pph) = 323.76 gpd 

Sanitary Sewer: 114 gallons per person per day (gppd) x 2.84 persons per household (pph) = 323.76 gpd 

 

Service Availability 
The Okeechobee Utility Authority has identified sufficient capacity to provide sanitary sewer and 
potable water to the subject water. The development potential of the property permits a maximum of 1 
residential dwelling unit, which is not expected to impact the solid waste and public-school services that 
are available to the surrounding properties.   

 

Environmental Impacts 
The subject property is currently vacant and partially cleared of vegetation. The prior uses of the 
property make it highly unlikely that unique habitats, wetlands, incompatible soil types, and flood prone 
areas would be located on the subject property. Additionally, the improvements to the property and the 
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surrounding development pattern discourage the presence of any endangered species of wildlife and 
plants from populating the site.  

 

Internal Consistency with the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan 
The Administratively Initiated Application for Comprehensive Plan Amendment requires that the 
Applicant demonstrate consistency with the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan and provides a 
series of consistency questions that the Applicant, The City of Okeechobee, must respond to.  
 

1. Discuss how the proposal affects established City of Okeechobee population projections.  
 

The development potential for the 0.325 acres is 1.3 single family dwelling units, which 
realistically equates to 1 single family residence, which will not have a substantial impact on the 
City of Okeechobee population projections. A concurrent application to rezone the subject 
property from Public Use (PUB) to Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1) is proposed, which will 
further limit potential for any higher density development.  
 

2. List all goals and objectives of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan that are affected by 
the proposed amendment. This analysis should include an evaluation of all relevant policies 
under each goal and objective.  

 
Future Land Use Element Policy 2.2: In accordance with property rights policies adopted 
by the Central Florida Regional Planning Council in the Central Florida Regional Policy Plan, 
the City of Okeechobee recognizes and shall continue to protect private property rights. In 
implementing the Comprehensive Plan, the City shall continue to ensure that its land 
development regulations protect the use and value of private property from adverse 
impacts of incompatible land uses, activities and hazards. Planning for land use and public 
facilities in the City shall consider private property rights, and ensure citizen input into 
government land use decisions affecting property rights. 
 
Future Land Use Element Policy 2.5: The City shall amend its Future Land Use Map, as 
necessary, to address inconsistent land use areas. 
Future Land Use Element Objective 12 states that the City of Okeechobee shall encourage 
compatibility with adjacent uses, and curtailment of uses inconsistent with the character 
and land uses of surrounding areas shall discourage urban sprawl. 

 
The subject property is adjacent to single-family residential dwelling units to the north, the south, 
the east, and to the west. The proposed Future Land Use map amendment will allow for 
development of the subject property consistent with the surrounding existing land uses. Allowing 
for residential development of the subject property, which is within an existing residential 
neighborhood, can also be considered infill development, which curtails sprawl, if only to a 
modest degree.   

 
Housing Element Policy 1.1: New residential development shall continue to be permitted 
only where facilities and services such as roads, sanitary sewer, and potable water are 
available and adequate, or where such facilities and services are programmed to be 
provided during the planning period, based on a fair-share distribution of costs. 
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The subject property can be accessed from both Southwest 3rd Avenue and Southwest 23rd Street. 
The Okeechobee Utility Authority has identified that sanitary sewer and potable water is in place 
to serve the subject property. In addition, all emergency and municipal services are available and 
adequate to serve the subject property and the surrounding residentially neighborhood.  

 

3. Describe how the proposal affects the County’s Comprehensive Plan as it relates to adjacent 
unincorporated areas. 

 
The adjacent unincorporated area to the south is designated Commercial Corridor Mixed Use on 
the County’s Future Land Use Map. While description of this land use category indicates the area 
is intended for predominantly commercial land uses in the future, the category also allows for 
residential; and in fact, the zoning and existing land uses are single family residential. The 
proposed amendment is compatible with the surrounding area. 

 

4. List State Policy Plan and Regional Policy Plan goals and policies that are relevant to this plan 
amendment.  

 
Consistent with FS. 163.3187(1)(c), the subject property is not located within an area of critical 
state concern. 

 

Recommendation 
The City of Okeechobee is proposing an administratively initiated map amendment to prepare the subject 
property, which is no longer being used for municipal purposes, to be listed for sale. The subject property 
is bounded on all sides by existing residential development. Though the current Public Facilities Future 
Land Use designation is not incompatible with the surrounding area, the proposed Single Family 
Residential designation is more consistent with the surrounding designations and pattern of land use.  
 
Additionally, the market demand for residential remains high. Any potential buyer of the subject property 
will be enabled to proceed with development of a residential dwelling upon purchase, which should 
increase the attractiveness and value of the property to potential buyers. Conversely, the Public Facility 
land use may not be as attractive to as many buyers. If the City’s goal is to sell this property, the proposed 
map amendment is advisable. Based on the foregoing analysis, staff recommends approval of the 
requested Future Land Use Map change from Public Facilities to Single Family Residential. 
 

Submitted by: 

 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

September 7, 2022 
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Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing September 15, 2022  
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Supplemental Exhibits  
 

 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 
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Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use Map 
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Exhibit C: Existing Land Uses 

Residential 

Residential 

Residential 

Residential 

Commercial  

Commercial  

Commercial 

Retail 

Commercial 

Retail 

School 



City of Okeechobee 
General Scr\'ices De1>arlmenl 
55 S.�. 3rd Avenue, Room IOI 
Okeechobee, Florida 39974-2903 
Phone: (863) 763-3372, ext. 9820 
Fax: (863) 763-1686 

Date: Petition No. 

Fee Paid: Jurisdiction: 

I •1 Hearing: 2nd Hearing: 

Publication Dates: 

Notices Mailed: 

APPLICATION FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

To BE COMPLETED BY CITY STAFF: 

Verified FLUM Designation: __ P __ F ______________________ _ 
Verified Zoning Designation: __ P __ Ll_6 _____________________ _ 
Plan Amendment Type: 

APPLlCANT PLEASE NOTE: 

D Large Scale ( LSA) involving over l 00 acres or a Text Amendment 

IVl Small Scale (SSA) involving 100 acres or less (may include a Text 
LAt 

Amendment that relates directly to, and is adopted simultaneously with, 
the Small Scale Map Amendment) 

Answer all questions completely and accurately. Plellse print "r type responses. If additional space is 
needed, number and attach additional sheets. The total number of sheets in your application 
1s: 
-----

Submit l (one) copy of the complete application and amendment support documentation, including 
maps, to the General Services Depaitment. Fifteen ( 15) copies of any documents over 11 X 17 are required 
to be submitted by the applicant. 

I, the undersigned owner or authorized representative, hereby submit this application and the attached 
amendment support documentation. The infonuation and documents provided are complete and accurate to 
the best of my knowledge. 

Date 

*Attach Notarized Letter of Owner's Authorization

For questions relating to this application packet, call the General Services Dept. at (863) 763-3372, Ext. 9824 

(October 2021) Page I of 7 

Exhibit 1 September 15, 2022
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ORDINANCE NO. 1263 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 
ORDINANCE NO. 635 AS AMENDED, BY REVISING THE FUTURE 
LAND USE MAP ON A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (SFR) TO PUBLIC FACILITIES (PF), APPLICATION NO. 
22-007-SSA; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND
REVISED FUTURE LAND USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN;
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee recognizes the need to 
plan for orderly growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statues provides for amendment to Adopted 
Comprehensive Plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, as the property owner, filed Application No. 
22-007-SSA for a small-scale amendment to the Future Land Use Map of
the City's Comprehensive Plan, and said Application being reviewed by the
City's Planning Board, acting as the Local Planning Agency, at a duly
advertised Public Hearing held on September 15, 2022, which determined
such request to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and consistent
with the pattern of future land uses within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has agreed with the recommendation of the Planning 
Board and finds that the proposed Application complies with the 
requirements of Florida Statute 163, Part II, and that the proposed 
Application is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and appropriate to 
the future land uses within the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE. 

THIS ORDINANCE shall be known as a "City of Okeechobee Small Scale 
Development Activities Comprehensive Plan Amendment," pursuant to F.S. 
163.3187, and shall be effective within the City limits of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida. 

SECTION 2: AUTHORITY. 

This City of Okeechobee Small Scale Development Activities 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 163.3187, Part II, Florida Statutes. 

Exhibit 2
10/18/2022
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SECTION 3: REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP. 
 
The following described land consisting of approximately 0.65 acres is 
hereby re-designated for purposes of the Future Land Use Map of the City 
of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan: 

 
1. Application No. 22-007-SSA, from Single-Family Residential to Public 

Facilities. The Legal Description of the Subject Property is as follows: 
 

LOTS 9 THROUGH 12 OF BLOCK 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 12 AND PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 7, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

 
SECTION 4: INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FUTURE 
LAND USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida that 
the provisions of this Ordinance, and the revisions to the Future Land Use 
Map which are incorporated herein by reference, shall become and be 
made a part of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan (City of 
Okeechobee Ordinance No. 635, as amended). 
 
SECTION 5: CONFLICT. 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
SECTION 6: SEVERABILITY. 

 
If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then 
all remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

 
SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
The effective date of this plan amendment shall be thirty-one (31) days after 
the adoption of this Ordinance, if not timely challenged. If timely challenged, 
this amendment shall become effective on the date the State Land Planning 
Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining 
this adopted amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, 
development permits, or land uses dependent on this amendment may be 
issued or commence before it has become effective. 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED at First Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 

18th  day of October 2022, pursuant to F.S. 163.3187(2). 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM A CONTINUED 
The recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022. 

 
B. Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-007-

SSA, to reclassify from SFR to PF on 0.65± acres located at 1003 SW 3rd 
Avenue, Lots 9 through 12, Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 
5, Pages 12 and 7, Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff 

Report finding the requested PF FLUM designation for the subject 
property reasonable compatible with the adjacent uses, consistent with 
the urbanizing pattern of the area, and consistent with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval. The Applicant 
has also submitted a concurrent Rezoning Application requesting to 
rezone the subject property from RSF-1 to PUB. 

2. There were no questions asked of staff. 
3. Mrs. Betty Silvas, 1001 SW 3rd Avenue, expressed concern with whether 

her property would be taken from her or if her property taxes would be 
affected with this change. City Administrator Ritter explained this request 
was not to take her property from her. For the record there were 31 
surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and one sign 
was properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or 
comments received to date. 

4. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. Vice Chairperson McCoy 
mentioned he and his wife Pat were married in 1997 at this church. 

5. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member 
Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for 
Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-
007-SSA, as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes the findings as 
required for granting Applications per Code Section 70-340; and the 
Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for 
approval.] Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be 
forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a Public Hearing 
tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022. 

QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS 
C. Rezoning Petition No. 22-006-R, requests to rezone from PUB to RSF-1, on 

0.33± acres, located at the corner of SW 3rd Avenue and SW 23rd Street, Lots 6 
and 7 of Block 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, Plat Book 1, Page 8, Okeechobee 
County for the proposed use of listing the property for sale. 
1. Notary Public Patty Burnette administered an oath to Mr. Ben Smith 

2914 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida, who responded 
affirmatively. 

2. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff 
Report finding the requested rezoning from PUB to RSF-1, for the 
subject property to be reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, 
consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area and consistent with the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval should 
the concurrent request to change the FLUM to SFR be approved. 

3. There were no questions asked of staff. 
4. No public comments were offered. For the record there were 23 

surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and two 
signs were properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or 
comments received to date. 

5. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
6. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member 

Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for Rezoning 
Petition No. 22-006-R as presented in [Exhibit 3, which includes the 
findings as required for granting Petitions per Code Section 70-340; and 
the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation 
for approval]. Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will 
be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings 
tentatively scheduled for October 4, 2022, and November 1, 2022. 
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General Information 
Owner: City of Okeechobee  
Applicant: City of Okeechobee 
Primary Contact: Gary Ritter, Patty Burnette 
Site Address: 1003 SW 3rd Avenue   
Parcel Identification: 3-21-37-35-0040-00080-0090 

Legal Description 
LOTS 9,10, 11, AND 12 OF Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE SUBDIVISION AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, 
PAGE 12 AND PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 7, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS.  

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property(s) 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 

Description of Request and Existing Conditions 
The request for consideration by the City of Okeechobee Planning Board is an administratively initiated 
Amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the City’s Comprehensive Plan to change the future land use 
designation of the subject parcel from Single-Family Residential to Public Facilities. Concurrent with the 
map amendment, a rezoning application has been submitted to rezone the subject property from 

Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use Single-Family Residential Public Facilities 
Zoning RSF-1 PUB 
Use of Property Church Museum 
Acreage .651 .651 

Future Land Use Zoning Existing Use 

North Single-Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

East Single-Family Residential/ Commercial RSF-1/ Commercial 
Professional Office  

Residential 

South Single-Family Residential, Multi-Family 
Residential RSF-1, RMF Residential, Church 

West Single-Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 
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Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1) to Public Use (PUB). The 0.651-acre parcel is the site of the 
Okeechobee Primitive Baptist Church. The purpose of this request is to prepare the subject property to 
be used by the Okeechobee Historical Society as a museum. A Facility Use License agreement for this 
arrangement has already been executed between the City and the Historical Society. Based on the size of 
the property, per Chapter 163.3187 F.S., this application qualifies as a Small-Scale Amendment (SSA) to 
the Comprehensive Plan.  

Current Maximum Development Potential as Residential Single-Family 
The property is currently designated Single-Family Residential on the City of Okeechobee Future Land Use 
Map. The Single-Family Residential FLU allows a maximum density of four dwelling units per acre for 
residential units on individual lots. Additionally, mobile home parks are allowed six units per acre and the 
maximum density for affordable housing is 5 units per acre. The subject property has a maximum 
development potential of 2.6 single-family residential dwelling units. Theoretically, the property could be 
split to create two lots, each developed with a single-family residence. 

Proposed Maximum Development Potential as Public Facilities 
Other than use of the property as a museum, no specific plans for improvement have been identified at 
this time. However, if this map change is approved, the property may be developed according to standards 
of the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Code, specifically those that pertain to the Public 
Facilities district and public uses. The Public Facilities FLU allows for permitted uses including parks, 
schools, government buildings, fire stations, other recreational and non-recreational public properties, 
and accessory uses customary to permissible uses. The proposed FLU allows for a maximum impervious 
surface coverage of 85%, which is far greater than the 55% permitted in the Single Family Residential FLU. 
This increase in allowable impervious surface area will enable the city or the Historical Society greater 
flexibility to make any improvements to the site that are necessary, including a large parking lot. 

Estimates of Demand 
The following estimates relate to the existing building located on the subject property. 

Potable Water: 0.15 GPD per SF x 3,275 SF = 491.25 GPD 

Sanitary Sewer: 0.15 GPD per SF x 3,275 SF = 491.25 GPD 

Service Availability 
The Okeechobee Utility Authority has identified that sanitary sewer and potable water service is available 
to the subject property. The development potential of the property would permit for public uses only, 
which are not expected to impact the solid waste level of service. The subject property has been 
developed for many years and all emergency services will continue to serve the subject property.  
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Environmental Impacts 
The subject property is largely cleared of vegetation and occupied by an existing structure, which was 
developed in 1923, making it highly unlikely that unique habitats, wetlands, incompatible soil types, and 
flood prone areas would be located on the site. Additionally, the improvements to the property and the 
surrounding development pattern discourage the presence of any endangered species of wildlife and 
plants from populating the site.  

Internal Consistency with the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan 
The Administratively Initiated Application for Comprehensive Plan Amendment requires that the 
Applicant demonstrate consistency with the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan and provides a 
series of consistency questions that the Applicant, The City of Okeechobee, must respond to.  

1. Discuss how the proposal affects established City of Okeechobee population projections.

The proposed Public Facilities Future Land Use does not allow for residential density.  The slight
reduction in area designated for residential uses will not significantly affect population
projections.

2. List all goals and objectives of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan that are affected by
the proposed amendment. This analysis should include an evaluation of all relevant policies
under each goal and objective.

Future Land Use Element Policy 2.2: In accordance with property rights policies adopted 
by the Central Florida Regional Planning Council in the Central Florida Regional Policy Plan, 
the City of Okeechobee recognizes and shall continue to protect private property rights. In 
implementing the Comprehensive Plan, the City shall continue to ensure that its land 
development regulations protect the use and value of private property from adverse 
impacts of incompatible land uses, activities and hazards. Planning for land use and public 
facilities in the City shall consider private property rights, and ensure citizen input into 
government land use decisions affecting property rights. 

The subject property is developed with a church. The proposed use of the existing structure by 
the Historical Society as a museum will repurpose the former Okeechobee Primitive Baptist 
Church, which is not currently in use. The historic nature of the existing structure makes it highly 
unlikely that the subject property will ever be redeveloped, and the Public Facilities Future Land 
Use would allow for more flexibility in utilization of the property.  

Future Land Use Element Policy 2.5: The City shall amend its Future Land Use Map, as 
necessary, to address inconsistent land use areas. 

The subject property is within the Single-Family Residential Future Land Use, although it has 
never been developed with residential uses. Amending the Future Land Use of the subject 
property to Public Facilities is more consistent designation with the planned use of the property 
by the Historical Society. 
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3. Describe how the proposal affects the County’s Comprehensive Plan as it relates to adjacent
unincorporated areas.

The subject property is not located at or near the boundary between the City of Okeechobee and
Unincorporated Okeechobee County.

4. List State Policy Plan and Regional Policy Plan goals and policies that are relevant to this plan
amendment.

Staff Response: Consistent with FS. 163.3187(1)(c), the subject property is not located within an
area of critical state concern.

Justification and Recommendation 
The Okeechobee Primitive Baptist Church is over 100 years old and has significant historic value. The City 
of Okeechobee Historical Society intends to use the site as a museum to educate the public about the 
history of the City of Okeechobee. The proposed Public Facilities Future Land Use is more consistent with 
this intended use and will allow the City and the Historical Society greater flexibility in maintaining and 
improving the site. Additionally, the unique historical value of the subject property makes it highly unlikely 
that a single-family residence would ever be proposed to replace the existing structure. Staff recommends 
approval of this amendment to change the Future Land Use designation from Residential Single Family-
One to Public Facilities. 

Submitted by: 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

September 7, 2022 

Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing: September 15, 2022 

City Council Public Hearing: (tentative) October 4, 2022 
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Supplemental Exhibits 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 



Comprehensive Plan Amendment 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-SSA 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 6 

Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use Map 



Comprehensive Plan Amendment 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-SSA 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 7 

Exhibit C: Existing Land Uses
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 

(863) 763-3372 Ext. 9812 FAX (863) 763-1686
EMAIL: rbrock@cityofokeechobee.com

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM
PLEASE SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO: 

CITY ADM1NIS1RATOR 

55 SE 3Ro AVENUE, RooM201

OK.EECHOBEE,FL0RIDA34974
A TIN: Robin Brock, Executive Assistant
NAME: 2DY)'-\ Ct-- Q;½cy?-- ( �h,\ 0 YN-S7'ct0r,+) 
ADDRESS: Z--blg 1:9,..0 ) Ul -tn I Q \t R R-C /21 ob-<Le 

1 
'f:L, 2>L.fvj 7 L---)

TELEPHONE: "6lP �- L\ lP 7-t7 lP�mail: Scrv,,\--f a_ @_ � h_ \ c... . or :J
MEETING: REGULAR MSPECIAL o WORKSHOP o DATE: lb, \'6. 2·-z-

Please state the item you wish to have placed on the agenda:
�o, d.ex::sl, i � 0 )CR OJ: kw bR &-- C..,\ 0 s s 0:t t.,,OL.-2 (py()j e_ c+

Please state what department(s) you have worked with:
C✓ba 1(\b,l::;µ£ oP.: �c� 

Please state desired action by the City Council: f\p,p cl)\ i O 1 o t: V ,cs, , :tor 
s;,,°)'O :tt> b o t>\o..c:e d o o C--\o �.e c b w' le-Un� , 

Please summarize pertinent information concerning your request and attach applicable
documents: �� ;1j� s�� 1�j�I � Pe'-� �� � 

Leo d.u:33= c = 1 = i-Ca. �d �,==J
-ti), �¾u-'-€.- VV\_CL1 f"\'tt.X"\(l...nC-2- C,\..,VJol � \� . 

If a presentation is to be made, please limit the time to ten minutes unless otherwise
approved by the Mayor.

DATE:

Exhibit 3
10/18/2022



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

FLAGLER PARKS 
MASTER PLAN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN October 18h 2022

CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE
PRESENTATION

Presenter

Tammy Cook-Weedon

Calvin, Giordano &    
Associates, Inc.

Exhibit 4
10/18/2022



Flagler Park Master Plan
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Budgetary Concerns: 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022

Identify design improvements 
within a $300,000.00 budget 
for each park



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Over-all Park System Goal

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18h, 2022



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Schedule:

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022

March 25th - Park 7- Butterfly Square submitted to city.

March 31st – Planting Plans for the bulb-outs along Southwest Park Street 
on the south side of the roadway. Provided Pro-bono

August 19th – Park 5 – Settlers Square 

September 23rd –October 16th Park 2 – Veteran’s Memorial Square

November 25th– Park 4 – Seminole Square

December 16th– Park 3 – Speckled Perch Square

January 20th– Park 1 – City Hall Plaza
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Existing Site
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022
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Existing Site
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18TH, 2022
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Existing Images
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022
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Concept Theme
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18TH,, 2022



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Goals for Veteran’s Park

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022

1. Gateway/Signage Feature on the northeast corner of the park 

as this is the most visible corner of all of the Flagler Parks.

2. Create a layout with functional seating area at monuments.

3. The center of the park to be left open to accommodate events.

4. Incorporate Bronze monuments honoring soldiers as 

educational Focal Points to be placed below the flags.  

5. Screen unsightly views & enhance spaces w/strategic planting.

6. Review options for barriers around elements.



Pa
rk

 2
-V

et
er

an
’s

 M
em

or
ia

l  
Sq

ua
re

Graphic Goals
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18H, 2022
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Relocations
CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18th, 2022

BIG 
GUN

TORPEDO 

SMALL 
GUN

MED 
GUN



CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18TH, 2022

Plan View Design
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ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS:
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING WALKS: $   14,266
PROPOSED WALKS & AMENITIES: $ 184,961
PROPOSED PLANT MATERIAL: $   36,972

PROJECT TOTAL: $ 236,199



CITY AND VETERAN’S PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 6TH, 2022

Two Shade Coverings
Seating Area Around Tree

Flagler Park Signage 
at NE Corner

Central Plaza AreaSculptures at Base of Flags

Barriers Around Elements

New Elements



Questions?

CITY PRESENTATION | SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLAGLER PARK DESIGN OCTOBER 18TH 2022

TAMMY COOK-WEEDON
Calvin, Giordano & Associates, Inc.
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