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ORDINANCE NO. 1264 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM PUBLIC 
USE (PUB) TO RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY-ONE (RSF-1), 
PETITION NO. 22-006-R; AMENDING THE ZONING MAP 
ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida has adopted 
Ordinance No. 402 in which a revised Official Zoning Map was adopted for 
said City; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, as the property owner, filed Petition No. 22-
006-R, pursuant to the Land Development Regulations of the City of
Okeechobee for the purpose of rezoning a certain tract of land consisting of
approximately 0.33 acres from PUB to RSF-1; and

WHEREAS, said Petition was reviewed by the City's Planning Consultant who 
determined, based on initial findings and review, that such Petition is 
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, said Petition being reviewed by the City's Planning Board at a duly 
advertised Public Hearing held on September 15, 2022, determined that such 
Petition is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council agreed with the recommendation of the Planning Board 
and hereby finds Rezoning Petition No. 22-006-R to be consistent with the 
City's Comprehensive Plan and deems it in the best interest of the inhabitants 
of said City to amend aforesaid revised Zoning Map as hereinafter set forth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: LEGAL DESCRIPTION. 

The following described land consisting of approximately 0.33 acres, as the 
subject property, located in the City of Okeechobee, to-wit: 

LOTS 6 AND 7 OF BLOCK 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 8, PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

SECTION 2: ZONING MAP AMENDMENT. 

That the aforesaid Revised Zoning Map of the City of Okeechobee be 
amended to reflect the subject property to be changed from PUB to RSF-1. 

SECTION 3: CONFLICT. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

Exhibit 1
10/4/2022
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SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty-one (31) days after its adoption 
if the associated Comprehensive Plan Amendment, No. 22-006-SSA, is 
adopted and not timely challenged. If the Comprehensive Plan is timely 
challenged, this ordinance shall become effective on the date the State Land 
Planning Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order 
determining the Comprehensive Plan Amendment to be in compliance. 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 4th day of 
October 2022. 

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second and Final Public Hearing this 1st day of 
November 2022. 

Dowling R Watford Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 



September 15, 2022, Planning Board Meeting Page 2 of 3 

V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM A CONTINUED
The recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a 
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022. 

B. Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-007-
SSA, to reclassify from SFR to PF on 0.65± acres located at 1003 SW 3rd

Avenue, Lots 9 through 12, Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and
5, Pages 12 and 7, Okeechobee County.
1. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff

Report finding the requested PF FLUM designation for the subject
property reasonable compatible with the adjacent uses, consistent with
the urbanizing pattern of the area, and consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval. The Applicant
has also submitted a concurrent Rezoning Application requesting to
rezone the subject property from RSF-1 to PUB.

2. There were no questions asked of staff.
3. Mrs. Betty Silvas, 1001 SW 3rd Avenue, expressed concern with whether

her property would be taken from her or if her property taxes would be
affected with this change. City Administrator Ritter explained this request
was not to take her property from her. For the record there were 31
surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and one sign
was properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or
comments received to date.

4. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. Vice Chairperson McCoy
mentioned he and his wife Pat were married in 1997 at this church.

5. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member
Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for
Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM Amendment Application No. 22-
007-SSA, as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes the findings as
required for granting Applications per Code Section 70-340; and the
Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for
approval.] Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be
forwarded to the City Council for consideration at a Public Hearing
tentatively scheduled for October 18, 2022.

QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS 
C. Rezoning Petition No. 22-006-R, requests to rezone from PUB to RSF-1, on

0.33± acres, located at the corner of SW 3rd Avenue and SW 23rd Street, Lots 6
and 7 of Block 5, ROYAL OAK ADDITION, Plat Book 1, Page 8, Okeechobee
County for the proposed use of listing the property for sale.
1. Notary Public Patty Burnette administered an oath to Mr. Ben Smith

2914 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida, who responded
affirmatively.

2. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff
Report finding the requested rezoning from PUB to RSF-1, for the
subject property to be reasonably compatible with adjacent uses,
consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area and consistent with the
City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval should
the concurrent request to change the FLUM to SFR be approved.

3. There were no questions asked of staff.
4. No public comments were offered. For the record there were 23

surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and two
signs were properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or
comments received to date.

5. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered.
6. Motion by Board Member Chartier, seconded by Board Member

Jonassaint to recommend approval to the City Council for Rezoning
Petition No. 22-006-R as presented in [Exhibit 3, which includes the
findings as required for granting Petitions per Code Section 70-340; and
the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation
for approval]. Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will
be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings
tentatively scheduled for October 4, 2022, and November 1, 2022.
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22-006-R
Rezoning Request Staff Report

Applicant| City of Okeechobee 
Address| Corner of SW 3rd Ave. & SW 23rd Street 

Prepared for The City of Okeechobee 

N



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 1 

General Information 
Owner: City of Okeechobee  
Applicant: City of Okeechobee 
Primary Contact: Gary Ritter, Patty Burnette 
Site Address: Corner of SW 3rd Ave. & SW 23rd Street  
Parcel Identification: 3-28-37-35-0060-00050-0060 

Legal Description 
ROYAL OAK ADDITION (PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE 8) LOTS 6 & 7 BLOCK 5. 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 

Description of Request and Existing Conditions 
The request for consideration by the City of Okeechobee Planning Board is a city-initiated rezoning 
application to change the zoning designation of the 0.325-acre vacant parcel from Public Use to 
Residential Single Family-One (RSF-1). The City has also submitted a concurrent Future Land Use Map 
amendment to change the future land use designation from Public Facilities to Single-Family Residential. 
The property previously contained the City water tower and has since been used as a public works storage 
yard. As the site is no longer being utilized by the City and has been cleaned up, the City intends to list this 
property for sale and is undertaking these actions prior to listing. The property is located on the southern 
boundary of the City limit, with unincorporated Okeechobee County to the south. 

Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use Public Facilities Single-Family Residential 
Zoning Public Use Residential Single Family-One 
Use of Property Vacant Residential 
Acreage 0.325 0.325 

Future Land Use Zoning Existing Use 

North Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

East Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

South N/A N/A Residential 

West Single Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 2 

Consistency with LDC Section 70-340 
City LDC Section 70-340 requires that applicants for rezoning requests must address the following 
standards.  

1) The request is not contrary to comprehensive plan requirements

Staff Response: The City of Okeechobee is submitting this request concurrent with a Future Land 
Use Map Amendment Application to designate the property as Single-Family Residential. Per 
Policy 2.1(a) of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan, RSF-1 is an appropriate district 
within the proposed Future Land Use. 

2) The use is specifically authorized under the zoning district regulations applied for.

Staff Response: The City of Okeechobee is rezoning the property with the intent to sell. The 
purchaser of the property will be permitted to develop according to the zoning district 
regulations associated with the RSF-1 district.  

3) Approval of the request will not have an adverse effect on the public interest

Staff Response: The proposed rezoning is most likely to result in development of a single-
family residence, which is consistent with the surrounding neighborhood and will have a 
positive effect on the community in provision of housing, which is in demand.   

4) The use is appropriate for the location proposed, is reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and is
not contrary or detrimental to urbanizing land use patterns

Staff Response: Low density residential development is compatible with the neighborhood 
and consistent with the surrounding land use patterns.  

5) Approval of the request will not adversely affect property values or living conditions, nor be a deterrent
to the improvement or development of adjacent properties

Staff Response: The rezoning from Public Use to RSF-1 will not adversely affect property values 
or living conditions and will likely encourage the improvement or development of adjacent 
properties.  

6) The use can be suitable buffered from surrounding uses, so as to reduce the impact of any nuisance or
hazard to the neighborhood

Staff Response: There is no specific use proposed for the subject property at this time, though 
development of the property is unlikely to create any nuisances or hazards. Regardless, any 
buffering requirements of the Land Development Code will be applied to future development. 

7) Approval of the request will not create a density pattern that would overburden public facilities such
as schools, streets, and utility services

Staff Response: The subject property is 0.325 acres and has a likely realistic development 
potential of one (1) single family residence, which will not have a significant impact on public 
facilities.  



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 3 

8) Approval of the request will not create traffic congestion, flooding or drainage problems, or otherwise
affect public safety

Staff Response: Drainage of the site is likely to be improved through standards enforced at 
time of development. Public safety and traffic congestion should not be affected.  

9) The use has not been inordinately burdened by unnecessary restrictions

Staff Response: The proposed rezoning from Public Use to RSF-1 would remove any 
restrictions that prohibit residential development on the subject property. 

Recommendation 
The subject property is currently zoned Public Use and is vacant, which does not support residential single-
family development that is consistent with surrounding development pattern. Staff finds that the City’s 
goal of selling this property is furthered by the requested rezoning which increases the attractiveness and 
value to potential buyers. Pending approval of the concurrent Future Land Use Map Amendment, the RSF-
1 zoning district will be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. We recommend approval of this 
rezoning. 

Submitted by: 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

September 6, 2022 

Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing September 15, 2022 



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 4 

Supplemental Exhibits 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 5 

Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use Map 
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Staff Report Petition No. 22-006-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 6 

Exhibit C: Existing Land Uses
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ORDINANCE NO. 1265 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM 
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY-ONE (RSF-1) TO PUBLIC USE 
(PUB), PETITION NO. 22-007-R; AMENDING THE ZONING MAP 
ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida has adopted 
Ordinance No. 402 in which a revised Official Zoning Map was adopted for 
said City; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, as the property owner, filed Petition No. 22-
007-R, pursuant to the Land Development Regulations of the City of
Okeechobee for the purpose of rezoning a certain tract of land consisting of
approximately 0.65 acres from RSF-1 to PUB; and

WHEREAS, said Petition was reviewed by the City's Planning Consultant who 
determined, based on initial findings and review, that such Petition is 
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, said Petition being reviewed by the City's Planning Board at a duly 
advertised Public Hearing held on September 15, 2022, determined that such 
Petition is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council agreed with the recommendation of the Planning Board 
and hereby finds Rezoning Petition No. 22-007-R to be consistent with the 
City's Comprehensive Plan and deems it in the best interest of the inhabitants 
of said City to amend aforesaid revised Zoning Map as hereinafter set forth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: LEGAL DESCRIPTION. 

The following described land consisting of approximately 0.65 acres, as the 
subject property, located in the City of Okeechobee, to-wit: 

LOTS 9 THROUGH 12 OF BLOCK 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF  RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 12 AND PLAT 
BOOK 5, PAGE 7, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. 

SECTION 2: ZONING MAP AMENDMENT. 

That the aforesaid Revised Zoning Map of the City of Okeechobee be 
amended to reflect the subject property to be changed from RSF-1 to PUB. 

SECTION 3: CONFLICT. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

Exhibit 2
10/4/2022
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SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty-one (31) days after its adoption 
if the associated Comprehensive Plan Amendment, No. 22-007-SSA, is 
adopted and not timely challenged. If the Comprehensive Plan is timely 
challenged, this ordinance shall become effective on the date the State Land 
Planning Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order 
determining the Comprehensive Plan Amendment to be in compliance. 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 4th day of 
October 2022. 

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second and Final Public Hearing this 1st day of 
November 2022. 

Dowling R Watford Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 



September 15, 2022, Planning Board Meeting Page 3 of 3 

QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS CONTINUED 
D. Rezoning Petition No. 22-007-R, requests to rezone from RSF-1 to PUB, on

0.65± acres, located at 1003 SW 3rd Avenue, Lots 9 through 12 of Block 8,
SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 5, Pages 12 and 7, Okeechobee
County for the proposed use of allowing the operation of a public museum.
1. Notary Public Patty Burnette administered an oath to Mr. Ben Smith

2914 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida, who responded
affirmatively.

2. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff
Report finding the requested rezoning from RSF-1 to PUB, for the
subject property to be reasonably compatible with adjacent uses,
consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area and consistent with the
City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending approval should
the concurrent request to change the FLUM to PF be approved.

3. Board Member Jonassaint inquired as to whether there would be parking
or noise concerns for special events that may be held there. Planner
Smith mentioned parking could be created onsite.

4. No public comments were offered. For the record there were 31
surrounding property owner notices mailed, advertisements and one sign
was properly posted on the subject parcel, with no objections or
comments received to date.

5. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered.
6. Motion by Board Member Jonassaint, seconded by Board Member Brass

to recommend approval to the City Council for Rezoning Petition No. 22-
007-R as presented in [Exhibit 4, which includes the findings as required
for granting Petitions per Code Section 70-340; and the Planning
Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for approval].
Motion Carried Unanimously. The recommendation will be forwarded
to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings tentatively
scheduled for October 4, 2022, and November 1, 2022.

CHAIRPERSON HOOVER CLOSED THE PULIC HEARING AT 7:05 P.M. 

VI. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE
Mentioned the Final Public Hearing for the City’s Fiscal Year Budget would be on
Monday, September 26, 2022, at 6:00 P.M.

VII. Chairperson Hoover adjourned the meeting at 7:06 P.M.

Submitted by: 

__________________________ 
Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning Board with 
respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Services’ media are 
for the sole purpose of backup for official records. 
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22-007-R
Rezoning Staff Report

Applicant| City of Okeechobee 
Address| 1003 SW 3rd Avenue  

Prepared for The City of Okeechobee 

N



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 1 

General Information 
Owner: City of Okeechobee  
Applicant: City of Okeechobee 
Primary Contact: Gary Ritter, Patty Burnette 
Site Address: 1003 SW 3rd Avenue   
Parcel Identification: 3-21-37-35-0040-00080-0090 

Legal Description 
LOTS 9,10, 11, AND 12 OF Block 8, SOUTH OKEECHOBEE SUBDIVISION AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, 
PAGE 12 AND PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 7, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS.  

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 

Description of Request and Existing Conditions 
The request for consideration by the City of Okeechobee Planning Board is an administratively initiated 
Rezoning Application, to change the zoning designation of the subject parcel from Residential Single 
Family-One to Public Use. Concurrent with this rezoning application, a future land use map amendment 
has been submitted to change the future land use designation of the subject parcel from Single-Family 
Residential to Public Facilities. The 0.651-acre parcel is the site of the Okeechobee Primitive Baptist 
Church. The purpose of this request is to prepare the subject property to be used by the Okeechobee 

Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use Single-Family Residential Public Facilities 
Zoning RSF-1 PUB 
Use of Property Church Museum 
Acreage .651 .651 

Future Land Use Zoning Existing Use 

North Single-Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 

East Single-Family Residential/ Commercial RSF-1/ Commercial 
Professional Office  

Residential 

South Single-Family Residential, Multi-Family 
Residential RSF-1, RMF Church, Residential 

West Single-Family Residential RSF-1 Residential 



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 2 

Historical Society as a museum. A Facility Use License agreement for this arrangement has already been 
executed between the City and the Historical Society. 

Consistency with LDC Section 70-340 
City LDC Section 70-340 requires that applicants for rezoning requests must address the following 
standards.  

1) The request is not contrary to comprehensive plan requirements

Staff Response: The City of Okeechobee is submitting this request concurrent with a Future Land 
Use Map Amendment Application to designate the property as Public Facilities on the City of 
Okeechobee Future Land Use Map. Per Policy 2.1(f) of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive 
Plan, Public Use (PUB) is an appropriate district within the proposed Future Land Use. 

2) The use is specifically authorized under the zoning district regulations applied for.

Staff Response: Per Sec. 90-372, public uses are allowable in the PUB district. The proposed use 
of the subject property for a public museum is authorized under the PUB zoning district 
regulations.  

3) Approval of the request will not have an adverse effect on the public interest

Staff Response: The Okeechobee Historical Society is proposing to use of the subject property as 
a museum, with the purpose of educate the public about the history of the City of Okeechobee. 
Approval of the request will allow more flexibility to use the site for that purpose and is of benefit 
to the public interest.  

4) The use is appropriate for the location proposed, is reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and is
not contrary or detrimental to urbanizing land use patterns

Staff Response: The proposed use will utilize the existing structure on the subject property, which 
has existed for over 100 years The existing structure is a long-standing part of the surrounding 
land use pattern and repurposing the structure for a museum will not be detrimental to the 
neighborhood. The museum will occupy the existing structure, which is reasonably compatible 
with the adjacent uses.  

5) Approval of the request will not adversely affect property values or living conditions, nor be a deterrent
to the improvement or development of adjacent properties

Staff Response: The subject property is already developed and the requested rezoning to Public 
Use would allow the Okeechobee Historical Society to repurpose the existing structure, which 
would not adversely affect property values or living conditions, nor be a deterrent to the 
improvement or development of adjacent properties.  

6) The use can be suitable buffered from surrounding uses, so as to reduce the impact of any nuisance or
hazard to the neighborhood



Rezoning Request 09/02/2022 
Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 3 

Staff Response: The proposed use of the subject property will be subject to all Land 
Development Code required buffers within the Public Use zoning district. 

7) Approval of the request will not create a density pattern that would overburden public facilities such
as schools, streets, and utility services

Staff Response: The proposed use is a museum, which will not include residential density. As a 
result, the proposed use will not overburden public facilities such as schools, streets, and utility 
services. 

8) Approval of the request will not create traffic congestion, flooding or drainage problems, or otherwise
affect public safety

Staff Response: The proposed use is not expected to generate significant traffic congestion. The 
request would not create any flooding or drainage problems or cause any detriment to public 
safety.  

9) The use has not been inordinately burdened by unnecessary restrictions

Staff Response: The proposed rezoning from Residential Single Family-One to Public Use and the 
concurrent Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment will provide greater flexibility in zoning 
regulations. 

Recommendation 
The subject property is currently zoned Residential Single Family-One and developed with a church, which 
is currently not in use. The City of Okeechobee is proposing to rezone the property to Public Use, 
contingent on a concurrent Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment from Single-Family Residential to 
Public Facilities FLU. Staff recommends approval of this request, so that the City can move forward in 
partnership with the Okeechobee Historical Society, to enact the plan of operating a museum on this site 
and to provide more flexibility in that purpose.  

Submitted by: 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

September 7, 2022 

Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing September 15, 2022 

City Council Public Hearing: (tentative) October 4, 2022 and November 1, 2022. 
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Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 4 

Supplemental Exhibits 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 5 

Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use Map 
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Staff Report Petition No. 22-007-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 6 

Exhibit C: Existing Land Uses
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