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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
JUNE 6, 2023, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to order on June 6, 
2023, at 6:05 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast (SE) 3rd Avenue, Room 200, 
Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation was offered by Pastor Doug Ryan of Treasure Island Baptist Church; 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Chandler.  

 
II. ATTENDANCE  

Roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: Mayor Dowling R. 
Watford, Jr., Vice Mayor Monica M. Clark, Council Members Noel A. Chandler, Robert “Bob” J. Jarriel, and 
David R. McAuley.  

 
III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Under V. Consent Agenda, Item B., Motion corrected to ratify rather than approve Grant Agreement. 
 

B. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to approve the agenda as amended. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on the agenda. 
 
IV.   PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

A. Mayor Watford and Lieutenant Belen Reyna recognized Officer Ryan Holroyd for his years of service. He 
was presented with an engraved crystal mantle clock and a framed Longevity Service Certificate, read 
into the record as follows: “In recognition of your fifteen years of service, hard work, and dedication 
to the City, its citizens, and your fellow employees from June 8, 2008 through June 8, 2023.” 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Jarriel, second by Vice Mayor Clark to: 
A. Dispense with the reading and approve the Minutes from May 2, 2023, and May 16, 2023 [as presented]; 

and 
 

B. Ratify Grant Agreement for Cybersecurity Grant Program [DMS-22/23-345 with Florida Department of 
Management Services in the amount of $60,000.00 as presented in Exhibit 1]. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Ms. Debbie A. Goode, of Carr, Riggs and Ingram, LLC, reviewed the highlights of the Audited Financial 

Statements Fiscal Year (FY) October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022, the Report reflects a clean 
Audit. The three Pension Funds, of which all are adequately funded, were briefly discussed. The 
information below, provides the comparison of the adopted budgeted amounts, the amended budgeted 
amounts, actual spent, and difference between the amended to actual: 

 Original Budget Amended Budget Actual Difference 
Total Revenues $  8,387,381.00 $  7,815,398.00 $  8,095.403.00 $280,005.00 
Expenditures:     

Legislative $     182,835.00 $     154,700.00 $     152,910.00 $    1,790.00 
Executive $     268,005.00 $     248,600.00 $     242,051.00 $    6,549.00 
City Clerk $     300,087.00 $     255,900.00 $     223,657.00 $  32,243.00 
Finance Services $     337,930.00 $     310,800.00 $     289,105.00 $  21,695.00 
Legal Council $     190,400.00 $     176,700.00 $     184,486.00 -$    7,786.00 
General Services $     558,794.00 $     501,800.00 $     494,280.00 $    7,520.00 
Public Safety, Fire $  1,070,865.00 $     834,950.00 $     824,797.00 $    9,153.00 
Public Safety, Police $  3,149,173.00 $  2,962,677.00 $  2,866,087.00 $  96,590.00 
Transportation $  1,394,125.00 $  1,310,700.00 $  1,274,221.00 $  36,479.00 
Physical Environment  $  1,978,201.00 $     462,400.00 $     411,555.00 $  50,845.00 
Capital Outlay  $     318,800.00 $     417,000.00 $     380,204.00 $  36,796.00 

Other Financing Sources, Sale of 
Capital Assets $     121,000.00 $     121,000.00 $     121,906.00 $       906.00 
Revenues over Expenditures -$  1,240,834.00 $     300,171.00 $     872,956.00 $572,785.00 
Beginning Fund Balances $10,242,883.00 $10,242,883.00 $10,242,883.00  
Ending Fund Balances $  9,002,049.00 $10,543,054.00 $11,115,839.00 $572,785.00 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
A. Continued. The overall financial soundness of the City shows Total Assets exceeding Liabilities by 

$20,679,327.00. All Funds Total Assets were $14,750,280.00; Total Liabilities were $3,547,752.00; 
Deferred Revenue (Business Tax Receipts) was $47,895.00; leaving a Total Balance of $11,154,633.00 
(of which $44,007.00 is non-spendable for inventory; $1,279,892.00 is restricted for Public Facilities; 
$18,337.00 is restricted for Law Enforcement; $1,589,534.00 assigned for subsequent year’s 
expenditures and $8,222,863.00 is unassigned). The City’s Total Net Position increased by 
$1,468,709.00.  

Motion Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member McAuley to accept the 2022 Audited Financials [as 
presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
B. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Chandler to approve [the recommendation to rank 

Nunez Lawn Care and Landscaping as number one by] the Committee Ranking for RFQ No. PW 03-32-
05-23, Landscape Maintenance and Installation Services [and approve for Administrator Ritter to 
negotiate a contract, as presented in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
C. Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed 

Ordinance No. 1278, amending Chapter 58 of the Code of Ordinances and requiring connection to public 
water and/or sewer systems [as presented in Exhibit 4]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
City Attorney John Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1278 into the record as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES, SUBPART A GENERAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 58 UTILITIES, ARTICLE 
III SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL, SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 58-72 USE OF 
PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED, CREATING NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR CONNECTION TO THE 
PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to approve the first reading and set July 18, 
2023, as the final public hearing date for proposed Ordinance No. 1278. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

D. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No. 2023-
02, amending the schedule of rates, fees, and charges for building permits and plan reviews by the 
Building Official [as presented in Exhibit 5]. 
 
Mayor Watford read the title of proposed Resolution No. 2023-02 into the record as follows: “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA, REVISING AND AMENDING THE 
SCHEDULE OF RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES FOR CONSTRUCTION PLANS, BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES BY THE GENERAL 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT; AMENDING TABLE 4 WITHIN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES APPENDIX 
G; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Following a discussion for various amendments to the fee structures, a Motion was made by Vice Mayor 
Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to postpone the motion on the floor [to adopt proposed 
Resolution No. 2023-02] to a future meeting. Motion to Postpone Carried Unanimously. 
 

E. Finance Director India Riedel distributed 11-pages of various graphs to show comparisons of the State 
revenues, fuel tax, franchise fees, utility tax, and building permit revenues for FY 2015 through current 
date. Four of the pages reviewed expenditures from the General Fund by each Department. A copy of 
the document is incorporated into the official Minute File, labeled as Exhibit 7. This item was for 
informational purposes in preparation for future discussions on the proposed FY 2023-24 Budget. 

 
F. Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No. 

2023-03, approving the execution of a Post Project Maintenance Agreement with Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) for the Southwest (SW) 3rd to 5th Streets and South Parrot Avenue Stormwater 
Sewer System Project [as presented in Exhibit 6]. 

 
Attorney Fumero read the title of proposed Resolution No. 2023-03 into the record as follows: “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A 
POST-PROJECT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR STATE ROAD 15/SOUTH PARROTT AVENUE/ 
U.S. HIGHWAY 441, FROM SW 3RD TO 5TH STREETS, BETWEEN THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE AND 
THE FDOT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
G. Council Member Jarriel requested to discuss whether the Council could adopt an ordinance allowing 

stipulations or conditions on developments/projects when a rezoning is considered. The justification for 
the request was due to several developments obtaining rezonings and either not coming to fruition or, 
most recently the development plan changing. He explained, during the rezoning process [for two blocks 
in the Northeast section, Mr. Mitch Stephens presented conceptual] plans to develop a 44-unit apartment 
complex. Once the rezoning was complete, the project [was submitted for Site Plan approval known as 
Glenwood Park by] the Technical Review Committee (TRC), it changed to [29 rental units in two phases 
of] six duplexes [and two single-family homes]. The design of the duplexes has four bedrooms and four 
bathrooms in each unit. He believed this to be a college style dormitory complex that would create many 
code enforcement issues as the co-living design could potentially provide housing for unrelated 
individuals. When he voted in favor of the rezoning, he was under the impression this development would 
provide housing for families. 
 
Attorney Fumero explained why an ordinance cannot be adopted that would put stipulations on rezoning 
petitions. Planner Ben Smith provided an overview of what the TRC approved including the list of 
contingencies the developer is required to meet to build the Glenwood Park project. The design meets 
the requirements within the Code. He also explained, the Council could make amendments to various 
definitions, interior design requirements, and density requirements, to not allow this design style.  
 
It was understood that any amendments to the Code would not have an impact on Glenwood Park, as it 
is already approved. However, Mr. Stephens and his Project Engineer Steve Dobbs, were in attendance 
and distributed a seven-page document to provide an explanation for scaling the project back, changing 
the design layout, and to assure the Council this would be a good housing development. The information 
included cost escalation and increases in regulations and requirements for rentals. Developers need to 
get at least one percent per month gross rent in order to pay their construction loans, cover insurance, 
property taxes, and repairs. Co-Living concepts and trends have gained popularity to ease the housing 
shortages and costs of rent. In conclusion, Mr. Stephens cautioned adopting more restrictions for 
developers could make the housing situation worse. A copy of the document has been incorporated in 
the official Minute File, labeled as Exhibit 8. The consensus of the Council was to direct 
Administrator Ritter, Attorney Fumero, and Planner Smith to review the Code and present their 
recommended amendments to the Council at a future meeting.  
 

VII. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 
• Reviewing Waste Management Agreement and rates to be adopted for FY 2023-24; 
• Monitoring potential effect of Senate Bill 170, that will require City Staff to complete an Economic Impact 

Statement to accompany Ordinances considered for adoption, unless they are on the provided exemption 
list; 

• Reviewing the bid documents for sidewalk improvements; 
• Continuing to address issues for the title of Cattlemen’s Square with Hamrick Trust; 
• Reviewed the building permits and plan review fees Resolution and the mandatory water and wastewater 

connection Ordinance; 
• Continuing to work on updates to various sections of the Code of Ordinances, including those required 

after adoption of the new Charter. 
 

VIII. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
• Reminded the Mayor and Council of the following events of which they should have received invitations 

for: June 7th Economic Council Luncheon, June 14th Central Florida Regional Planning Council Meeting 
and Luncheon, June 15th one of two Junior Leadership Summer Camps graduation ceremony; 

• June 14th through 16th he and Finance Director Riedel will be attending the Public Risk Management 
Annual Conference; 

• June 14th and 26th students participating in the Junior Leadership Camps will be visiting City Hall and 
conducting Mock City Council Meetings; 

• Okeechobee Utility Authority has approved an agreement with Evergreen Solutions for a salary study, he 
is working towards a piggyback agreement for the Council to consider; 

• The Board of County Commission has adopted a Resolution to waive permit fees for fire inspections for 
City facilities. 

 
IX.   COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 Council Member Chandler expressed his support for growth and listed several developments that are 
proposed or recently approved in the County, and in Glades County close to the Okeechobee/Glades County 
lines. These projects alone will impact the City in addition to developments being proposed within the 
boundaries of the City. He cautioned that growth needs to be carefully considered to be done properly, 
alluding to the impact of the City’s infrastructure and services. 
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X. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items of discussion, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 8:30 P.M. 

 
Submitted By: 
 
 
 

       ___________________________________ 
       Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting, s/he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records 
of the Clerk. 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
JUNE 20, 2023, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to order on June 20, 
2023, at 6:05 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, 
Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation was offered by Pastor Chad Keathley, Okeechobee Church of God; 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member McAuley. 

 
II. ATTENDANCE  

Roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: Mayor Dowling R. 
Watford, Jr., Vice Mayor Monica M. Clark, Council Members Noel A. Chandler, Robert “Bob” J. Jarriel, and 
David R. McAuley.  

 
III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. There were no requests for items to be added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda.  
 

B. Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member McAuley to approve the agenda as published. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

C. One comment card was submitted by Mr. John Hayford, Executive Director of the Okeechobee Utility 
Authority, providing an update on the Southwest (SW) Service Area Project, Treasure Island Project, and 
the SW 5th Avenue Project. As a community outreach, the OUA is hosting a Town Hall Meeting style 
meeting on June 27, 2023, at The Gathering, all property owners within the SW Service Area were sent 
invitations, and all the public is welcome to attend. In closing he noted the OUA’s Board was looking 
forward to the Council finalizing the adoption of the mandatory connection ordinance, which will assist 
them in accruing grants and/or loans. 

 
IV.   CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, second by Vice Mayor Clark to approve the May 2023 Warrant 
Register [in the amounts: General Fund, $607,209.45; Public Facilities Improvement Fund, $82,763.75; 
Capital Improvement Projects Fund, $12,120.04; and Appropriations Grant Fund, $675.00; [as 
presented]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
V. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:21 P.M. 

The following items are quasi-judicial in nature. In accordance with section 286.0115, Florida Statutes (FS), an opportunity for persons to speak 
on each item will be made available after the applicant and staff have made their presentations on each item. All testimony, including public 
testimony and evidence, may be made under oath or affirmation. Additionally, each person who gives testimony may be subject to cross-
examination. If you do not wish to be either cross-examined or sworn, your testimony will be given its due weight. The general public may request 
the Board to ask questions of staff or witnesses on their behalf.  Any person presenting documents to the Council should provide the City Clerk 
with a minimum of 10 copies. Further details of the quasi-judicial procedure may be obtained from the Clerk.  No verbatim record by a certified 
court reporter is made of these proceedings. Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters noticed herein 
will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon which any appeal is to be based (see 
Section 286.0105, FS,). In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, FS, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s office at 863-763-9814 seventy-two (72) hours in advance of this 
proceeding. 
A. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and McAuley to read by title only proposed Ordinance 

No. 1273, regarding Rezoning Petition No. 23-001-R, submitted by Rene Griffith, Registered Agent, on 
behalf of the property owner, Be A Man Buy Land, LLC, to rezone 0.36+/- unplatted acres from Holding 
(H) to Industrial (IND). The property is a triangular-shaped vacant, unaddressed parcel, located 
contiguous to the West-side of the East City Limits Boundary Line, North of the railroad tracks, and South 
of Northeast 12th Avenue. The proposed use is outdoor storage. Planning Staff and Planning Board 
recommend approval [as presented in Exhibit 1]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
City Attorney John Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1273 as follows: “AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM H TO IND; PETITION NO. 23-001-R; AMENDING THE ZONING 
MAP ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to adopt proposed Ordinance 
No. 1273. 
 
Attorney Fumero administered an oath to Ms. Griffith, 4260 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL and 
Mr. Ben Smith, City Planner of Morris-Depew Associates, Inc., 2914 Cleveland Avenue, Ft. Myers, 
FL.  
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V. QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED 
A. Continued. Planner Smith, attending electronically via Zoom, presented the Planning Staff 

Report which finds the request is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. Clerk 
Gamiotea stated for the record 22 courtesy notices were mailed to the surrounding property 
owners, advertisements, and one sign were properly posted, with no objections or comments 
received to date. There were no comments from the Council. Roll Call Vote: Chandler – Yea, 
Clark – Yea, Jarriel – Yea, McAuley – Yea, Watford – Yea. Motion Carried. 

 
MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:27 P.M. 

 
VI. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:28 P.M. 

A. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 
No. 1274, amending and creating Code Enforcement Fine Reduction Procedures within Chapter 18 of 
the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Attorney Fumero read title of proposed Ordinance No. 1274 into the record as follows: “AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO REQUESTS 
FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT FINE REDUCTIONS, AMENDING PART II OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 18 CODE ENFORCEMENT, 
ARTICLE II CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-38 
POWERS OF MAGISTRATE; SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-39 FINE REDUCTION 
REQUEST PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Chandler to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1274. 
There were no comments from the public or Council. Roll Call Vote: Chandler – Yea, Clark – Yea, 
Jarriel – Yea, McAuley – Yea, Watford – Yea. Motion Carried. 
 

B. Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed 
Ordinance No. 1272, regarding Land Development Regulations (LDRs) Text Amendment Application No. 
23-001-TA, amending and creating regulations for Mobile Food Dispensing Vehicles (MFDV) (food 
trucks) within Chapters 14 and 90 of the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 
Attorney Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1272 into the record as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF 
THE OPERATION OF MFDV WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, LDR TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION 
NO. 23-001-TA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 14 BUSINESSES, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE VI 
MFDV, ALLOWING FOR OPERATION OF MFDV AT HOUSES OF WORSHIP AND IN THE 
COMMERCIAL PROFESSIONAL OFFICE (CPO), LIGHT COMMERCIAL (CLT), HEAVY 
COMMERCIAL (CHV), CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD), AND IND ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
ALLOWING FOR OPERATION OF MFDV IN CONJUNCTION WITH A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT; 
AND WITHIN CHAPTER 90 ZONING, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE III DISTRICT AND 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS, ALLOWING FOR MFDV AS A SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE IN THE CPO, 
CLT, CHV, CBD, IND, PUBLIC USE (PUB), AND RURAL HERITAGE (RH) ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
ARTICLE IV, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and McAuley to approve the first reading and set July 
18, 2023, as the final adoption date for proposed Ordinance No. 1272.  
 
Planner Smith reviewed 2020 legislation that pre-empted local governments from prohibiting MFDV in all 
zoning districts. The proposed Ordinance was discussed at a Planning Board Workshop on March 16, 
2023, and Planning Board meetings on April 20, 2023, and May 16, 2023. Mayor Watford opened the 
floor for public comment. There were no comments from the public. Following a discussion, Council 
Member Jarriel made a motion to amend proposed Ordinance No. 1272, to only allow the operation of 
MFDV within the IND zoning districts. Motion failed due to lack of a second.  
 
Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to amend proposed Ordinance No. 1272 
to only allow MFDV in zoning districts restaurants are currently allowed in. Planner Smith clarified the 
motion to amend would remove allowing MFDV by special exception use in the PUB and RH zoning 
districts. Motion to Amend Carried Unanimously. Vote on Motion As Amended Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:17 P.M.  
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VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
A. Continued discussion [from June 6, 2023] on the Motion on the floor made by Council Members Chandler 

and McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No, 2023-02, amending the schedule of rates, fees, and 
charges for building permits and plan reviews by the Building Official [as presented in Exhibit 4]. Motion 
Failed Unanimously. 

 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Ms. Deborah Perez of WM, (f/k/a Waste Management) provided an update on the changes to the 
collection methods and requirements, as approved in the Sixth Amendment to the Franchise Agreement. 
WM will be providing 96-gallon beige carts for yard waste, 65-gallon blue carts for recyclables, and 96-
gallon green carts for garbage to City residents in October or November 2023. In order for WM to collect 
any waste, it must be in the correctly designated cart, or the customers will be charged additional fees. 
She reviewed the annual Consumer Price Index which was increased in 2022 and acknowledged the 
confusion due to WM being late in providing the information to the customers.  
 

B. Mr. Ilan Kaufer gave an update on Florida Power and Light (FPL) operations utilizing a 15-slide power 
point presentation, which has been incorporated into the official Minute File, labeled as Exhibit 8. He 
reviewed the measures taken for annual storm preparation, including their commitment to partnering with 
local leaders to identify critical infrastructure, and the restoration process. Highlighted FPL’s commitment 
to delivering the best energy value, the Okeechobee Clean Energy Center, and the Solar Energy Center. 

 
C. Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to name Mayor Watford as the Voting 

Delegate for the Florida League of Cities Annual Conference on August 10 through 12, 2023 [as 
presented in Exhibit 5]. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
D. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to renew the Public Risk Group Health 

Insurance contract for 2023-24 [as presented in Exhibit 7, distributed at the meeting]. Following a 
discussion, Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
E. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 

No. 1276, for LDRs Text Amendment Application No. 23-003-TA, adding storm shutter regulations within 
Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 6]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
Attorney Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1276 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE CODE OF ORDINANCES, SUBPART B LDRS, CHAPTER 90 ZONING, ARTICLE III 
DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS, DIVISION 1 GENERALLY, ADDING A NEW SECTION 
90-84, DEFINING PERIODS DURING WHICH STORM SHUTTERS MAY NOT REMAIN IN PLACE AND 
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS, AS SUBMITTED IN LAND DEVELOPMENT TEXT AMENDMENT 
APPLICATION NO. 23-003-TA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to approve the first reading and set 
July 18, 2023, as the final adoption date for proposed Ordinance No. 1276. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 

F. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to change the times of the August 1 and 
August 15, 2023, meetings to begin at 5:00 P.M., [Budget Workshops to be held at the end of the 
meeting]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

IX. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 
• Involved in reviewing all items/materials on agenda. 

 
 

X. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
• Announced the students involved in the Junior Leadership Camp, organized by the Okeechobee County 

Economic Development Corporation, would be visiting for tours of City Hall and participating in a Mock City 
Council Meeting on June 26, 2023; 

• Funding for the improvements to City Hall, but not for the police radios, was included in the signed Budget 
by Governor DeSantis. 

• Continuing to work with the South Florida Water Management District on the stormwater permit for the 
Commerce Center.  
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XI.  COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council Member Jarriel suggested the City begin looking at employee insurance plans earlier in the year. 
 
Vice Mayor Clark asked all to remember Council Member Jarriel’s wife, who was admitted to the ICU earlier 
in the day. 
 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items of discussion, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 8:26 P.M. 

 
 
Submitted By: 
 
 
 

       ___________________________________ 
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting, s/he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records 
of the Clerk. 
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Check Report
Okeechobee, FL By Check Number

Date Range: 06/01/2023 - 06/30/2023

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: CapVeh Fund-Capital Vehicle Fund Truist Checking

Communications Inter Communications International, Inc. 06/19/2023 1957319,215.30Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 06/19/2023 1958191.94Regular 0.00

Global Public Safety Global Public Safety 06/30/2023 195933,092.33Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount
Payment

CountPayment Type

Bank Code CapVeh Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

3

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3 0.00

Payment

352,499.57

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

352,499.57

Payable
Count

3

0

0

0

0

3



Check Report Date Range: 06/01/2023 - 06/30/2023

7/10/2023 8:29:08 AM Page 2 of 6

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: GenFund-General Fund Checking-Truist Checking

City Of Okeechobee P City Of Okeechobee Payroll Account 06/19/2023 181113,136.63EFT 0.00

1644 PRM - Health Insurance 06/19/2023 18254,280.97EFT 0.00

1770 PRM - Life, LTD & STD 06/19/2023 1832,331.12EFT 0.00

1770 PRM - Life, LTD & STD 06/19/2023 1841,295.16EFT 0.00

1645 PRM - Vision & Dental 06/19/2023 1852,327.88EFT 0.00

City Of Okeechobee P City Of Okeechobee Payroll Account 06/29/2023 186110,721.62EFT 0.00

BOA- 2709 fka 0257 a Bank of America - 2709 fka 0257 Admin 06/06/2023 46008972.07Regular 0.00

**Void** 06/06/2023 460090.00Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Local CenturyLink 06/06/2023 460102,121.10Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-LD CenturyLink 06/06/2023 4601116.89Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 06/06/2023 46012120.00Regular 0.00

117 Liberty National Life Ins. Co. 06/06/2023 4601371.12Regular 0.00

Aurelio Almazan Aurelio Almazan 06/13/2023 4601455.00Regular 0.00

Heather Prince Heather Prince 06/13/2023 46015114.43Regular 0.00

A&B Reptile Removal A&B Reptile Removal & Wildlife 06/19/2023 460161,000.00Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 06/19/2023 46017217.98Regular 0.00

2207 Arrigo Dodge 06/19/2023 460185,836.53Regular 0.00

C&C Industrial Enter C&C Industrial Enterprise. LLC 06/19/2023 4601963.16Regular 0.00

CAS Governmental Ser CAS Governmental Services, LLC 06/19/2023 46020988.70Regular 0.00

Celeste Watford Tax Celeste Watford Tax Collector 06/19/2023 460214.25Regular 0.00

Creekside Creekside Media Group 06/19/2023 46022525.00Regular 0.00

Dermatec Direct Dermatec Direct 06/19/2023 46023375.99Regular 0.00

Domer's Inc. Domer's Inc. 06/19/2023 4602460.39Regular 0.00

FDC Supplies FDC Supplies 06/19/2023 46025163.80Regular 0.00

CIT Technology Finan First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co 06/19/2023 46026996.68Regular 0.00

Fitness Factory Fitness Factory 06/19/2023 46027220.00Regular 0.00

FPU Florida Public Utilities 06/19/2023 4602862.22Regular 0.00

GALLS, LLC GALLS, LLC 06/19/2023 46029251.80Regular 0.00

Global Mapping, Inc. Global Mapping, Inc. 06/19/2023 460302,500.00Regular 0.00

HealthEquity HealthEquity 06/19/2023 46031788.46Regular 0.00

HealthEquity HealthEquity 06/19/2023 4603216.20Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 06/19/2023 46033553.25Regular 0.00

ICS ICS Computers Inc. 06/19/2023 460342,080.00Regular 0.00

IMS IMS 06/19/2023 46035279.78Regular 0.00

1343 India Riedel 06/19/2023 46036290.14Regular 0.00

1843 Kelley Margerum 06/19/2023 46037262.60Regular 0.00

2253 MacVicar Consulting, Inc. 06/19/2023 46038250.00Regular 0.00

Morris-Depew Associa Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 06/19/2023 460396,555.50Regular 0.00

BOCC Okeechobee County - BOCC 06/19/2023 46040465.00Regular 0.00

314 Okeechobee County Sheriffs Office 06/19/2023 46041519.87Regular 0.00

1727 Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep 06/19/2023 460421,613.27Regular 0.00

222 Okeechobee News c/o Independent Newspape 06/19/2023 460431,670.60Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 06/19/2023 4604433.47Regular 0.00

2064 Red Ink Printing 06/19/2023 46045310.00Regular 0.00

Rubber Mulch Warehou Rubber Mulch Warehouse 06/19/2023 460464,079.00Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 06/19/2023 460473,536.03Regular 0.00

Sirchie Sirchie Acquisition Company 06/19/2023 46048116.35Regular 0.00

350 Superior Water Works, Inc. 06/19/2023 4604955.00Regular 0.00

Supplyline Supplyline 06/19/2023 46050272.00Regular 0.00

Taylor Rental Taylor Rental - Okeechobee 06/19/2023 46051129.17Regular 0.00

Tire Zone Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 06/19/2023 46052799.98Regular 0.00

1516 Total Roadside Services, Inc. 06/19/2023 460531,263.76Regular 0.00

1861 TransUnion Risk & Alternative Data 06/19/2023 4605475.00Regular 0.00

TCMA Treasure Coast Medical Associates 06/19/2023 460552,903.50Regular 0.00

1544 UniFirst Corp 06/19/2023 46056428.35Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 06/19/2023 46057411.71Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 06/19/2023 46058215.38Regular 0.00

WEX WEX Bank 06/19/2023 460598,205.90Regular 0.00

1658 William J. Ward Electrical Contractors, 06/19/2023 460601,925.00Regular 0.00

AActionpower AAction Power Equipment LLC 06/30/2023 46061245.95Regular 0.00



Check Report Date Range: 06/01/2023 - 06/30/2023
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 06/30/2023 46062191.39Regular 0.00

AFLAC American Family Life Assurance Co. 06/30/2023 46063273.20Regular 0.00

Carl Berlin Carl Berlin 06/30/2023 4606435.00Regular 0.00

Central Florida Gas Central Florida Glass and Mirror 06/30/2023 46065805.97Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Fiber Century Link 06/30/2023 460661,826.54Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Local CenturyLink 06/30/2023 460672,128.09Regular 0.00

City Electric Supply City Electric Supply 06/30/2023 46068211.64Regular 0.00

621 City Of Okeechobee - Petty Cash 06/30/2023 4606935.13Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 06/30/2023 46070216.30Regular 0.00

Domer's Inc. Domer's Inc. 06/30/2023 4607172.84Regular 0.00

Douglas McCoy Douglas McCoy 06/30/2023 4607235.00Regular 0.00

Fifth Third Bank Fifth Third Bank 06/30/2023 4607310.00Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 06/30/2023 460743,335.67Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 06/30/2023 460751,184.28Regular 0.00

Gary's Lock & Safe Gary's Lock & Safe 06/30/2023 4607684.00Regular 0.00

1892 Highland Pest Control 06/30/2023 46077205.00Regular 0.00

1343 India Riedel 06/30/2023 46078111.25Regular 0.00

2174 James Shaw 06/30/2023 4607935.00Regular 0.00

1866 JC Newell Const. Inspect. Services, Inc. 06/30/2023 460805,417.80Regular 0.00

2198 Labor Finders 06/30/2023 46081285.25Regular 0.00

117 Liberty National Life Ins. Co. 06/30/2023 46082179.28Regular 0.00

1895 Mac L Jonassaint 06/30/2023 4608335.00Regular 0.00

MissionSquare MissionSquare 06/30/2023 46084347.61Regular 0.00

MissionSquare MissionSquare 06/30/2023 460853,200.00Regular 0.00

2212 Nason Yeager Gerson Harris & Fumero P.A. 06/30/2023 460869,400.00Regular 0.00

2055 Northlake Veterinary Hospital 06/30/2023 4608786.60Regular 0.00

1727 Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep 06/30/2023 460881,945.67Regular 0.00

OUA Okeechobee Utility Authority 06/30/2023 460891,422.45Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 06/30/2023 4609054.00Regular 0.00

2157 Roger Azcona,  Esq. 06/30/2023 46091900.00Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 06/30/2023 46092211.25Regular 0.00

Simplify Compliance Simplify Compliance LLC 06/30/2023 46093998.00Regular 0.00

Sprint Sprint 06/30/2023 4609477.01Regular 0.00

350 Superior Water Works, Inc. 06/30/2023 4609527.50Regular 0.00

Taylor Rental Taylor Rental - Okeechobee 06/30/2023 46096370.00Regular 0.00

1813 Thompson Reuters 06/30/2023 46097104.36Regular 0.00

Tire Zone Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 06/30/2023 460983,468.82Regular 0.00

1516 Total Roadside Services, Inc. 06/30/2023 4609975.00Regular 0.00

814 Treasure Coast Newspapers 06/30/2023 46100217.17Regular 0.00

1939 United Way 06/30/2023 4610139.00Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 06/30/2023 46102813.65Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 06/30/2023 4610372.14Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 06/30/2023 46104103.95Regular 0.00

743 Walmart/Capital One 06/30/2023 46105217.65Regular 0.00

2244 Waste Management 06/30/2023 4610648,721.61Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount
Payment

CountPayment Type

Bank Code GenFund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

98

0

1

0

6

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

105 0.00

Payment

146,674.40

0.00

0.00

0.00

284,093.38

430,767.78

Payable
Count

144

0

0

0

6

150
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: Grant Fund 307-Appropriations Grant Fund

CAS Governmental Ser CAS Governmental Services, LLC 06/19/2023 1396675.00Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount
Payment

CountPayment Type

Bank Code Grant Fund 307 Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

1

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1 0.00

Payment

675.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

675.00

Payable
Count

1

0

0

0

0

1



Check Report Date Range: 06/01/2023 - 06/30/2023

7/10/2023 8:29:08 AM Page 5 of 6

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: PubFac Fund-Public Facility Fund-Truist Checking

Diamond R Fertilizer Diamond R Fertilizer Co., Inc. 06/19/2023 3653267.80Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 06/19/2023 36545,749.78Regular 0.00

American Drilling Se American Drilling Services, Inc. 06/30/2023 365530.00Regular 0.00

Diamond R Fertilizer Diamond R Fertilizer Co., Inc. 06/30/2023 3656207.50Regular 0.00

JMC JMC Landscaping Services, Inc. 06/30/2023 36577,699.08Regular 0.00

Kimley-Horn and Asso Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 06/30/2023 36583,328.00Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 06/30/2023 365961.10Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount
Payment

CountPayment Type

Bank Code PubFac Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

7

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

7 0.00

Payment

17,343.26

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

17,343.26

Payable
Count

10

0

0

0

0

10



Check Report Date Range: 06/01/2023 - 06/30/2023

Page 6 of 67/10/2023 8:29:08 AM

All Bank Codes Check Summary

Payment Type Discount
Payment

Count Payment
Payable

Count

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Bank Drafts

EFT's

109

0

1

0

6

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

116 0.00

517,192.23

0.00

0.00

0.00

284,093.38

801,285.61

158

0

0

0

6

164

Fund Name AmountPeriod

Fund Summary

001 GENERAL FUND 430,767.786/2023

301 PUBLIC FACILITY FUND 17,343.266/2023

304 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 352,499.576/2023

307 APPROPRIATIONS GRANT FUND 675.006/2023

801,285.61
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ORDINANCE NO. 1272 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE 
REGULATION OF THE OPERATION OF MOBILE FOOD DISPENSING VEHICLES 
(MFDV) WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATION TEXT 
AMENDMENT APPLICATION NO. 23-001-TA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 14 
BUSINESSES, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE VI MFDV, ALLOWING FOR 
OPERATION OF MFDV AT HOUSES OF WORSHIP AND IN THE COMMERCIAL 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE (CPO), LIGHT COMMERCIAL (CLT), HEAVY COMMERCIAL 
(CHV), CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD), AND INDUSTRIAL (IND) ZONING 
DISTRICTS AND ALLOWING FOR OPERATION OF MFDV IN CONJUNCTION WITH A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT; AND WITHIN CHAPTER 90 ZONING, BY SPECIFICALLY 
AMENDING ARTICLE III DISTRICT AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS, ALLOWING FOR 
MFDV AS A SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE IN THE CPO, CLT, CHV, CBD, AND IND, 
PUBLIC USE (PUB), AND RURAL HERITAGE (RH) ZONING DISTRICTS AND ARTICLE 
IV, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Florida signed into law the Occupational Freedom and Opportunity 
Act (Senate Bill 474/House Bill 1171) (“Act”), which became effective on July 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the Act created Florida Statutes Section 509.102, “Mobile food dispensing vehicles; preemption,” in 
which a municipality, county, or other local governmental entity may not require a separate license, 
registration, permit, or fee from MFDV and may not prohibit MFDV from operating within the entirety of 
the jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida (City) allows MFDV licensed by the Florida Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation (DBPR), which includes mobile hot dog carts and food trucks, to operate 
according to certain standards; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Board for said City, acting as the Local Planning Agency, reviewed and discussed 
the proposed amendments, also known as Land Development Regulation Text Amendment Application 
No. 23-001-TA, at duly advertised Public Hearings held on April 20, 2023, and May 18, 2023, and 
based on findings of fact by the Planning Staff, hereby recommends certain changes, amendments, or 
modifications to the Code of Ordinances, to present to the City Council for ordinance adoption and 
codification; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council for said City considered the recommendations by the Planning Board and 
concludes that this Ordinance promotes the public health, safety, and welfare of its citizens and 
inhabitants of the City, pursuant to Article VIII, Section 1(g), Florida Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council for said City finds and determines that these changes, amendments, or 
modifications to the City’s Code of Ordinances are consistent with all applicable policies including the 
Land Development Regulations and the said City adopted Comprehensive Plan and not in conflict with 
the public interest. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of said City; presented at a duly advertised public 
meeting; and passed by the majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or 
designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that 

SECTION 1. RECITALS. 
The foregoing “whereas” clauses are incorporated herein as legislative findings by this reference and 
made a part hereof for all intents and purposes. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 14 BUSINESSES.  
That Part II of the City Code of Ordinances within Chapter 14 Businesses, is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

Exhibit 1
07/18/2023
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ARTICLE VI. MFDV 
 
Section 14-300. Title. 
This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Food Truck Ordinance."  
 
Section 14-301. Authority. 
This article is enacted under the home rule power of the City in the interest of the health, safety, peace, 
and general welfare of the people of the City.  
  
Section. 14-302. Applicability. 
This section applies to vendors operating MFDV as defined in Florida Statute.  
 
Sections. 14-303—14-340. Reserved. 
 
Section 14-341. MFDV Classifications. 
(1) Classifications. Mobile food establishments involving the use of a MFDV shall be classified as 

follows: 
 
(a) Class I - Mobile kitchens. In addition to the vending of products allowed for Class II and 

Class III, these vehicles may cook, prepare, and assemble food items in the unit and serve 
a full menu. This also includes vending carts.  

 
(b) Class II - Canteen trucks. These vehicles vend fruits, vegetables, precooked foods, pre-

packaged foods, and pre-packaged drinks. No preparation or assembly of foods or 
beverages may take place on or in the vehicle, however, the heating of pre-cooked foods is 
allowed.  

 
(c) Class III - Ice cream trucks. These vehicles vend only pre-packaged frozen dairy or frozen 

water-based food products, soft serve or hand-dipped frozen dairy products or frozen water-
based products and pre-packaged beverages.  

 
(d) Exclusions. As used in this section, the term MFDV does not include minor children operating 

lemonade or soft drink stands, owners or operators of fresh fruit and/or vegetable stands or 
other raw, uncooked, unprepared, or nonedible perishable goods, or owners or operators of 
food or beverage self-service vending machines. 

 
Sections. 14-342—14-360. Reserved. 

 
Section 14-361. Operating without Special Exception Use Petition approval or Temporary Use 
Permit. 
(1) All classes of MFDV may operate on private property in the CPO, CLT, CHV, CBD, or IND zoning 

districts or on any property where a permanent house of worship use is located according to the 
following standards: 
 
(a) Written, signed consent of the owner of the property on which the vehicle is operating shall 

be available upon request by a representative of the City or any regulating agency. The 
written consent shall specify the address and/or parcel identification number, and the 
approved operating days and times authorized by the owner. 
 

(b) No more than two (2) MFDVs shall operate on one parcel at the same time. 
 

(c) MFDV operations, including customer queuing/waiting area may not occupy more than 5 
percent of the parking spaces required for the other active permitted use(s) on any parcel. 

 
(d) Existing internal and external vehicle circulation patterns shall not be affected by MFDV 

operations. The MFDV operations shall not cause or increase vehicle queuing, congestion, 
or hazardous conditions.  

 
(e) Freestanding signage for each MFDV is limited to one (1) non-affixed, A-frame ground sign 

to be no larger than 20-square feet in area (including both sides), to be removed once the 
MFDV is no longer operational. 
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(f) Placement of tables, seating, and canopies is not permitted in association with MFDV 
operations. 

 
(g) All standards of Section 14-364 shall apply. 

 
(2) Class III vehicles may operate in the public right-of-way in any zoning district according to the 

following standards:  
 
(a) The MFDV may not be stationary for periods exceeding 20-minutes and must not constitute 

a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic at any time. 
 
(b) No accessory or appurtenant structures or fixtures shall be erected, installed, or constructed, 

and no temporary awning or canopy may be employed. 
 
(c) No tables, seating, or canopies may be provided. 
 
(d) No sale of goods shall occur outside of any vehicle operating on public rights-of-way. 
 
(e) Operation is limited to the hours between 9:00 a.m. and sundown, whatever time that may 

occur. 
 
(f) No sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages is permitted. 
 
(g) Short, pre-recorded amplified songs or tunes may be broadcast so long as they comply with 

the City Noise and Vibration Standards. Amplified music lyrics may not be broadcast at any 
time. 

 
(h) All standards of Section 14-364 shall apply. 
 

Section 14-362. Operating with a Special Exception Use Approval. 
All classes of MFDVs may operate as a Special Exception Use in those zoning districts where MFDVs 
are listed as a Special Exception Use and only as approved through the Special Exception Use Petition 
process in accordance with any conditions and site design standards required as part of the Special 
Exception Use Petition approval. Application considerations are as follows: 
 
(1) A pre-petition meeting with City staff is recommended. 
 
(2) Upon determination by the City Administrator, a traffic impact study may be required. 
 
(3) A site plan shall be submitted demonstrating adequacy of parking, internal/external vehicular 

circulation, pedestrian safety, customer service area, compatibility with existing onsite and offsite 
uses.  

 
(4) Adequate sanitary facilities, utility, drainage, refuse management, emergency services and 

access, and similar necessary facilities and services will be available to serve employees and 
patrons. 

 
(5) All standards of Section 14-364. 
 
(6) Standards for granting a Special Exception Use provided in Section 70-373(b) and the findings 

for approval provided in Section 70-373(c). 
 
(7) The ultimate decision to approve, deny, or approve with conditions any Special Exception Use 

Petition shall be the responsibility of the City Board of Adjustment, which may impose any 
condition necessary to ensure compatibility of the proposed use and ensure public health, safety, 
and welfare. 

 
Section 14-363. Operating with a Temporary Use Permit. 
MFDVs may operate on private property, public property and on rights-of-way as authorized by a 
Temporary Use Permit and in accordance with any conditions of that permit. Guidelines for MFDV 
Temporary Use Permit conditions are as follows: 
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(1) The MFDV operator shall produce a copy of the Temporary Use Permit for inspection upon 
request by a representative of the City or any regulating agency. 

 
(2) MFDV conducting business in conjunction with a City sanctioned event or activity, or events held 

on City owned or controlled property shall comply with all standards and requirements as 
established by the event coordinator and/or General Services Department, in addition to any 
applicable regulatory agency's regulations. 

 
(3) Adequate sanitary facilities, utility, drainage, refuse management, emergency services and 

access, and similar necessary facilities and services will be available to serve employees, 
patrons, or participants. 

 
(4) Where a tent or similar structure is to be used, such structure shall: 
 

(a) Comply with the requirements of the Fire Marshal. 
 
(b) Provide the City with a certificate of insurance to cover the liability of the applicant or sponsor. 
 
(c) Demonstrate that the tent is flame resistant by providing a certificate of flame resistance or 

other assurance that the structure has been properly treated with a flame retarder and has 
been maintained as such. 

 
(5) Freestanding signage for each MFDV is limited to one (1) non-affixed, A-frame ground sign to 

be no larger than 20-square feet in area (including both sides), to be removed once the MFDV 
is no longer operational. 

 
(6) All standards of Section 14-364 shall apply. 
 
Section 14-364. General Operating Standards. 
The following standards shall apply to all MFDVs operating in the City unless otherwise stated in the 
conditions of a Special Exception Use Petition approval or Temporary Use Permit approval or otherwise 
stated elsewhere in this Chapter.  
 
(1) Any person engaged in selling, preparing, or dispensing food from a MFDV shall obtain the 

appropriate approvals and licenses from the State of Florida DBPR, Florida Department of 
Health, and/or the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services before operating 
and shall provide copies of all approvals and licenses upon request. 

 
(2) The operator of a MFDV shall provide the City, or other regulatory agencies, their Florida State 

sales tax number upon request and shall maintain display a current vehicle registration tag. 
 
(3) The operator shall make the MFDV available for routine inspections by the Fire Marshal, City 

Building Official, or City Code Enforcement Officer at any time requested and at any frequency 
deemed appropriate, while at location or in operation, to ensure compliance with all applicable 
Federal, State, and local fire safety statutes, regulations and codes, and local regulations of this 
Section. 

 
(4) The operator of the MFDV shall comply with all requirements of the most current edition of the 

Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) and the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Upon 
inspection, if the Fire Marshal or an authorized designee determines any violations of the FFPC 
or NFPA exist, the mobile food establishment can be required to cease operations immediately. 

 
(5) Mobile food establishments shall have hand sanitizer, or similar, visible and readily available for 

customer use at all times during hours of operation. 
 
(6) MFDVs that remain operational on the same site for longer than three (3) consecutive hours 

must provide restrooms, or written consent from the property owner allowing public access to 
existing restrooms within 150-feet of the stationary vehicle.  

 
(7) MFDV operations shall not interfere with vehicular and pedestrian movement or visibility, block 

access to loading/service areas, emergency access and fire lanes, driveways, sidewalks, 
emergency exits, or damage landscaped areas on adjacent sites. 
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(8) Except for Class III MFDVs operating in the right-of-way according to the provisions of Section 
14-361(2), waste receptacles, not less than 32-gallons, shall be provided adjacent to the MFDV, 
for litter associated with the sales activity. The MFDV operator shall remove all litter, debris, and 
other waste attributable to the vendor and/or customers daily and ensure that waste disposal 
receptacle is not overfilled at any time. 

 
(9) Waste, fat, oil, grease, greywater, or similar substances shall not be discharged into any 

stormwater system, landscape area, sidewalks, or rights-of-way. MFDV operators are 
responsible for proper disposal of any waste material in accordance with Federal, State, County, 
or Municipal laws, rules, regulations, orders, or permits. 

 
(10) MFDVs shall not sell alcohol unless specifically licensed to do so and must provide copies of all 

alcohol-related licensing upon request.  
 
(11) Except for Class III vehicles operating in the rights-of-way according to the provisions of Section 

14-361(2), a MFDV shall not make sounds, announcements, or amplify music to call attention to 
its vending or products either while traveling on public or private right-of-way or when stationery. 

 
(12) Using balloons, banners, snipe signs, large flashing lights, flags, or other similar devices to 

attract customers is prohibited, except in accordance with City Sign Regulations. 
 
(13) MFDVs shall not park within any required landscape buffers or stormwater retention/detention 

area. 
 
(14) MFDVs shall not obstruct the usage of American with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible parking 

spaces or associated ADA access aisles. 
 
(15) Serving from a free-standing grill is prohibited. 
 
(16) It is prohibited to solicit sales of food or beverages by: 

 
(a) Stopping passersby; 

 
(b) Yelling or making loud noise to attract customers; 

 
(c) Using sound amplification in such a manner as to unreasonably disturb peace, quiet and 

comfort; or 
 

(d) Having an attraction which will blockade a street, sidewalk, or other public place. 
 
Section 14-365. Enforcement. 
(1) Owners and operators of MFDV and property owners on which such vehicles operate, shall be 

jointly and severally liable for any violations of this Section, subject to the penalty provisions set 
forth in this Section. 

 
(2) City Code Enforcement shall be responsible for compliance with the provisions within Section 

14-300. MFDVs operating in non-compliance of any of the provisions of this Section will have 
the option to immediately cease all operations and leave the location. If there is refusal to leave 
the site, a citation in the amount of no less than $200.00 per infraction/per day will be issued to 
the landowner and the City Code Enforcement will bring forward a code compliance case against 
the underlying landowner with the intent of collecting the fine in accordance with City Code 
Enforcement procedure.  

 
Sections. 14-366—14-380. Reserved. 
 
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 90 ZONING. 
That Part II of the City Code of Ordinances within Chapter 90 Zoning is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  
 
ARTICLE III. DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

  



Language amended at the First Reading is noted in red. 
Language to be added is underlined. 
Language to be deleted is struck through.  Ordinance No. 1272, Page 6 of 10 

DIVISION 6. CPO DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-223. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the CPO district after issuance of a Special 
Exception Use petition and may have additional conditions imposed at the time of approval: 
 
(1) Day care center. 
(2) Personal service and dry cleaning on premises. 
(3) Cafe. 
(4) Business school. 
(5) Private club. 
(6) House of worship. 
(7) Public facility and use. 
(8) Public utility. 
(9) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(10) Adult family care homes, assisted living facility as defined in F.S. § 429.02(5). 
(11) Free-standing drive-up ATM which is owned and operated by a bank or other financial 

institution with an office located Okeechobee County. 
(12) One dwelling unit per commercial building, provided that the dwelling unit is located either 

above or behind the ground floor commercial use. 
(13) Pawnshop. 
(14) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 7. CLT DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-253. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the CLT district after issuance of a Special Exception 
Use Petition and may have additional conditions imposed at the time of approval: 
 
(1) Restaurant, take-out restaurant, cafe. 
(2) Dry cleaner/laundry, laundromat. 
(3) Private club, nightclub, and bar. 
(4) Business school. 
(5) Radio, television or cable reception, transmission or operational facilities. 
(6) Commercial indoor recreation. 
(7) Commercial parking garage or lot, taxi stand. 
(8) Outdoor vehicle sales lot. 
(9) House of worship. 
(10) Marina, dock, pier. 
(11) Enclosed storage. 
(12) Public facility or use. 
(13) Public utility. 
(14) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(15) One dwelling unit per commercial building, provided that the dwelling unit is located either 

above or behind the ground floor commercial use. 
(16) Group home. 
(17) Adult family care homes, assisted living facilities as defined in F.S. § 429.02(5). 
(18) Nursing homes. 
(19) Taxidermist. 
(20) Free-standing drive-up ATM which is owned and operated by a bank or other financial 

institution with an office located in Okeechobee County. 
(21) Alcohol and drug rehabilitation center/detox center. 
(22) Recovery center/sober home. 
(23) Pawnshop. 
(24) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 8. CHV DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-283. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the CHV district after issuance of a Special 
Exception Use Petition and may have additional conditions imposed at the time of approval: 
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(1) Drive-through service. 
(2) Auto service station, car wash. 
(3) Wholesale, warehouse not including bulk storage of flammable liquids. 
(4) Enclosed warehouse and storage. 
(5) Outdoor sales and storage, building trades contractor. 
(6) Flea market. 
(7) Mechanical and repair services. 
(8) Commercial outdoor recreation. 
(9) Veterinary service. 
(10) Crematory. 
(11) Marina, dock, pier. 
(12) Recreational vehicle park, for transient recreation use. 
(13) Radio, television or cable reception, transmission or operational facilities. 
(14) Public facility or use. 
(15) Public utility. 
(16) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(17) One dwelling unit per commercial building, provided that the dwelling unit is located either 

above or behind the ground floor commercial use. 
(18) Outdoor vehicle sales lot. 
(19) House of worship. 
(20) Hospitals, which means in-patient hospital care. 
(21) Adult family care homes, assisted living facilities as defined in F.S. § 429.02(5). 
(22) Nursing homes. 
(23) Free-standing drive-up ATM which is owned and operated by a bank or other financial 

institution with an office located in Okeechobee County. 
(24) Alcohol and drug rehabilitation center/detox center. 
(25) Convenience store with fuel pumps. 
(26) Retail pool supplies and equipment (including storage of chemicals for use and/or retail 

sale). 
(27) Water treatment services (including storage of chemicals for use and/or retail sale). 
(28) Pest control (including storage of chemicals for use and/or retail sale). 
(29) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 9. CBD DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-313. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the CBD district after issuance or a Special 
Exception Use Petition and may have additional conditions imposed at the time of approval: 
 
(1) Drive-through service. 
(2) Auto service station, car wash. 
(3) Radio, television or cable reception, transmission or operational facilities. 
(4) Mechanical and repair services. 
(5) House of worship. 
(6) Marina, dock, pier. 
(7) Public facility or use. 
(8) Public utility. 
(9) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(10) One dwelling unit per commercial building, provided that the dwelling unit is located either 

above or behind the ground floor commercial use. 
(11) Outdoor vehicle sales lot. 
(12) Free-standing drive-up ATM which is owned and operated by a bank or other financial 

institution with an office located in Okeechobee County. 
(13) Pawnshop. 
(14) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 10. IND DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-343. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the IND district after issuance of a Special Exception 
Use Petition and may have additional conditions imposed at the time of approval: 
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(1) Manufacturing chemical or leather products. 
(2) Bulk storage of hazardous material and flammable liquid. 
(3) Salvage yard. 
(4) Other industrial uses not listed. 
(5) Reserved. 
(6) Crematory. 
(7) Fortuneteller. 
(8) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(9) Outdoor vehicle sales lot. 
(10) Adult entertainment: 

a. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, adult entertainment establishments 
subject to Article V, Chapter 14 of subpart A of this Code may not be permitted in any area 
of the City except as permitted within the IND district within the provisions and conditions 
of this Code. 

b. Distance minimums. In addition to subsection (10)a of this Section, an adult establishment 
shall not be permitted to open, operate, or be enlarged so as to come within the following 
distances: 
1. 1000-feet of a permitted, preexisting adult entertainment establishment; 
2. 1000-feet of a preexisting commercial establishment that in any manner sells or 

dispenses alcoholic beverages for on-premises or off-premises consumption; 
3. 1000-feet of a preexisting religious institution; 
4. 1000-feet feet of a preexisting educational institution, or library; 
5. 500-feet of an area zoned for residential uses; 
6. 1000-feet of a park, whether improved or not; 
7. 200-feet of a preexisting government facility, and any half-way house. 

(11) Rehabilitation or half-way homes. 
a. That as provided in Ordinance No. 967, and included in Section 38-43, rehabilitation 

facilities or half-way homes for treatment and rehabilitation of sexual offenders shall be a 
Special Exception Use in IND zoning categories, subject to the following restrictions. 

b. That any such facility shall be subject to all state laws pertinent to such facilities under the 
Laws of Florida. 

c. That such facility shall at no time house in excess of six (6) sexual offenders, excluding 
employees and staff of the facility. 

d. That such facility shall be licensed by the State of Florida and be staffed by professional 
and licensed mental health care providers, and provide an organized course of treatment 
and rehabilitation recognized by the State of Florida and the standard of care recognized 
by the professions of psychology or psychiatry. 

e. That such facility shall not be located within 1,000-feet of school, public or private; a child 
care facility, church, public park, adult entertainment facility or a zoning district of RSF-1; 
RSF-2; RMF. 

f. That sexual offender is defined as any person convicted under the laws of the State of 
Florida or similar statutes of any other state, country or province, for an offense recognized 
as a sexual offense, regardless of degree of offense or whether adjudication of guilt was 
withheld by the court. 

(12) Nursing homes. 
(13) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 11. PUB DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-373. Special Exception Uses. 
Special Exception Uses in the PUB district are as follows: 
 
(1) Public utility. 
(2) Permitted uses in excess of 45-feet in height. 
(3) Group home. 
(4) MFDV. 
 
DIVISION 15. RH DISTRICT 
 
Section 90-436. Special Exception Uses. 
The following uses and structures are permitted in the RH district after the issuance of a Special 
Exception Use Petition. 

https://library.municode.com/fl/okeechobee/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14BU
https://library.municode.com/fl/okeechobee/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH38HURE_ARTIIIRERESEOF_S38-43REPRRERESEOFPE
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(1) Permitted uses in excess of 30-feet in height. 
(2) Reserved. MFDV. 
(3) Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE IV. SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
 
DIVISION 5. SIGNS 
 
Section 90-570. Allowable temporary signs (no permit required). 
(a) Any temporary sign not complying with the requirements of this Section is illegal and subject to 

immediate removal by the City. 
(b) The following temporary signs are permitted without a sign permit, provided that the sign 

conforms to the requirements associated therewith. Further, these signs shall not be counted as 
part of the allowable number or area of freestanding or building signs. 
(1) Signs to indicate that an owner is, either personally or through an agent, actively attempting 

to sell, rent, or lease property on which the sign is located, provided that the sign: 
a. Does not include the price, terms or similar details. 
b. Is not illuminated in any manner so as to create a traffic hazard or distraction, or 

constitute a nuisance to any adjacent or surrounding property. 
c. Does not exceed 6-square feet in area in residential districts 
d. Does not exceed 32-square feet in all other districts. 
e. Is removed immediately after sale, lease or rental. 

(2) Construction site identification signs provided that the sign: 
a. Does not exceed 32-square feet in sign area. 
b. Is not displayed more than 60-days prior to the beginning of actual construction of the 

project. 
c. Is removed within 15-days after the issuance of the final certificate of occupancy. 
d. Is removed if construction is not initiated within 60-days after the message is displayed, 

or if construction is discontinued for a period of more than 60-days, pending initiation or 
continuation of construction activities. 

e. Is not located on a public right-of-way. 
(3) Signs, including portable signs, to announce or advertise such temporary uses as fairs, 

carnivals, circuses, revivals, sporting events, festivals or any public, charitable educational 
or religious event or function, provided that the sign: 
a. Is located on the lot same property where the event will occur or, if located elsewhere, 

the written consent of the property owner on which the sign(s) will be located has been 
obtained, 

b. Is not displayed more than 14-days prior to the event, and 
c. Is removed within three days after the event. 

(4) Within the CBD District only, temporary portable signs placed on the City owned sidewalk in 
front of the business provided they do not interfere or endanger pedestrian traffic and are 
not displayed any time other than during the normal operating hours of the business. 

(5) Except for Class III MFDVs operating in the right-of-way according to the provisions of 
Section 14-361(2), and unless otherwise permitted according to an approved Special 
Exception Use Petition or Temporary Use Permit, MFDV are allowed one (1) non-affixed, A-
frame ground sign to be no larger than 20-square feet in area (including both sides), to be 
removed once the business is no longer operational. 

 
 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 
If any section, subsection, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder shall not be affected by such invalidity. 
 
SECTION 5. CONFLICT. 
All Sections or parts of sections of the City Code of Ordinances in conflict herewith are intended to be 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
SECTION 6: INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
It is the intention of the City Council of said City, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall become and made a part of the City Code of Ordinances, that the sections of this 
Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intentions; and the word “Ordinance” 
may be changed to “Section” or other appropriate word. 
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SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This Ordinance shall be effective upon final adoption on second reading. 

 
 

INTRODUCED for FIRST READING and set for Final Public Hearing on this 20th day of June 2023. 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
PASSED and ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing this 18th day of July 2023. 
 
As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll call on final reading 
and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     
 
 
 
 

       
Dowling R Watford Jr., Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
       
John J. Fumero, Esq. 
City Attorney 



 

DRAFT JUNE 20, 2023, CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING, PAGE 2 OF 4 

V. QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED 
A. Continued. Planner Smith, attending electronically via Zoom, presented the Planning Staff 

Report which finds the request is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. Clerk 
Gamiotea stated for the record 22 courtesy notices were mailed to the surrounding property 
owners, advertisements, and one sign were properly posted, with no objections or comments 
received to date. There were no comments from the Council. Roll Call Vote: Chandler – Yea, 
Clark – Yea, Jarriel – Yea, McAuley – Yea, Watford – Yea. Motion Carried. 

 
MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:27 P.M. 

 
VI. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:28 P.M. 

A. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 
No. 1274, amending and creating Code Enforcement Fine Reduction Procedures within Chapter 18 of 
the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Attorney Fumero read title of proposed Ordinance No. 1274 into the record as follows: “AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO REQUESTS 
FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT FINE REDUCTIONS, AMENDING PART II OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 18 CODE ENFORCEMENT, 
ARTICLE II CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-38 
POWERS OF MAGISTRATE; SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-39 FINE REDUCTION 
REQUEST PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Chandler to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1274. 
There were no comments from the public or Council. Roll Call Vote: Chandler – Yea, Clark – Yea, 
Jarriel – Yea, McAuley – Yea, Watford – Yea. Motion Carried. 
 

B. Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed 
Ordinance No. 1272, regarding Land Development Regulations (LDRs) Text Amendment Application No. 
23-001-TA, amending and creating regulations for Mobile Food Dispensing Vehicles (MFDV) (food 
trucks) within Chapters 14 and 90 of the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 
Attorney Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1272 into the record as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF 
THE OPERATION OF MFDV WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, LDR TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION 
NO. 23-001-TA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 14 BUSINESSES, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE VI 
MFDV, ALLOWING FOR OPERATION OF MFDV AT HOUSES OF WORSHIP AND IN THE 
COMMERCIAL PROFESSIONAL OFFICE (CPO), LIGHT COMMERCIAL (CLT), HEAVY 
COMMERCIAL (CHV), CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD), AND IND ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
ALLOWING FOR OPERATION OF MFDV IN CONJUNCTION WITH A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT; 
AND WITHIN CHAPTER 90 ZONING, BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE III DISTRICT AND 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS, ALLOWING FOR MFDV AS A SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE IN THE CPO, 
CLT, CHV, CBD, IND, PUBLIC USE (PUB), AND RURAL HERITAGE (RH) ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
ARTICLE IV, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and McAuley to approve the first reading and set July 
18, 2023, as the final adoption date for proposed Ordinance No. 1272.  
 
Planner Smith reviewed 2020 legislation that pre-empted local governments from prohibiting MFDV in all 
zoning districts. The proposed Ordinance was discussed at a Planning Board Workshop on March 16, 
2023, and Planning Board meetings on April 20, 2023, and May 16, 2023. Mayor Watford opened the 
floor for public comment. There were no comments from the public. Following a discussion, Council 
Member Jarriel made a motion to amend proposed Ordinance No. 1272, to only allow the operation of 
MFDV within the IND zoning districts. Motion failed due to lack of a second.  
 
Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to amend proposed Ordinance No. 1272 
to only allow MFDV in zoning districts restaurants are currently allowed in. Planner Smith clarified the 
motion to amend would remove allowing MFDV by special exception use in the PUB and RH zoning 
districts. Motion to Amend Carried Unanimously. Vote on Motion As Amended Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:17 P.M.  
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           CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

MAY 18, 2023 
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Hoover called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City of 
Okeechobee to order on Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 6:03 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast (SE) Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Board 
Members Phil Baughman, Karyne Brass, Rick Chartier, Mac Jonassaint, and Alternate 
Board Members Jon Folbrecht and Jim Shaw were present. Vice Chairperson Doug 
McCoy, and Board Member Carl Berlin, Jr., were absent with consent. Chairperson Hoover 
moved Alternate Board Members Folbrecht and Shaw to voting position. 
 

III. AGENDA 
 There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda. 
 Motion by Member Chartier, seconded by Member Jonassaint to approve the 

agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 There were no comment cards submitted for public participation. 

 
IV. MINUTES 

 Motion by Member Brass, seconded by Member Folbrecht to dispense with the 
reading and approve the April 20, 2023, Regular Meeting minutes. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON HOOVER OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:05 P.M. 

 Continued from the April 20, 2023, Meeting, Land Development Regulation (LDR) 
Text Amendment Application No. 23-001-TA, proposes to amend Chapters 14, 
Businesses, and 90, Zoning, of the Code of Ordinances, by adding Section VI to 
allow food trucks as a Special Exception use in the Central Business District (CBD), 
Heavy Commercial (CHV), Light Commercial (CLT), Commercial Professional 
Office (CPO), Industrial (IND), Public Use (PUB), and Rural Heritage (RH), Zoning 
Districts; and create supplemental use standards for food trucks. 
1. City Planning Consultant Mr. Ben Smith of Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 

briefly explained at the April 20, 2023, Meeting, the Board discussed Mobile 
Food Dispensing Vehicles (MFDVs) and that in 2020, Governor DeSantis 
signed into law Senate Bill 474/House Bill 1171, which then enacted Florida 
Statute 509.102. This law preempts local governments from entirely 
prohibiting MFDVs within their jurisdiction and requiring a separate license, 
registration, permit, or fee, other than what is required through the Florida 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation. He then reviewed a 
proposed ordinance which included classifications of different MFDVs; 
regulations for operating without special exception approval or a temporary 
use permit on private property in the IND, CHV, CLT, CBD, or CPO Zoning 
Districts or on any property where a permanent house of worship is located; 
operating with a special exception approval and operating with a temporary 
use permit; general operating standards and enforcement. He also briefly 
discussed Martin County’s ordinance on the same topic. City Attorney Greg 
Hyden, of Nason, Yeager, Gerson, Harris and Fumero, provided a copy to 
the Board and discussed the main components of a simpler proposed 
version. 

2. Mr. Octavio Montiel, 8600 Southwest (SW) 9th Street, and Ms. Dennise 
Rodriguez, 3616 SW 19th Street, of Okeechobee, Florida, requested 
clarification where MFDVs would be permitted, with and without permission. 
Board Secretary Burnette read into the record an email dated April 20, 2023, 
from Ms. Ashley Sexton, voicing her support of MFDVs [copy has been made 
part of the official minute packet]. 
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 PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS CONTINUED 
3. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
4. Motion by Member Chartier, seconded by Member Folbrecht to recommend 

approval to the City Council for LDR Text Amendment Application No. 23-
001-TA, as presented in [Exhibit 1 by the Planning Consultant]. The 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at 
Public Hearings, tentatively scheduled for June 20, 2023, and July 18, 2023, 
meeting. Motion Carried six to one, Member Brass voting No. 

 Consider LDR Text Amendment Application No. 23-002-TA, which proposes to 
amend Chapter 78, Land Development Standards, Article IV, Stormwater 
Management, to reflect changes in the State stormwater management regulations. 
1. City Attorney Hyden briefly reviewed the proposed ordinance stating this 

proposed language is needed to basically come into compliance with the 
South Florida Water Management District. 

2. Public Works Director David Allen advised that basically the City follows 
these procedures already and now there is a little more criteria and 
enforcement when dealing with Illicit discharge. 

3. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
4. Motion by Member Chartier, seconded by Member Baughman to recommend 

approval to the City Council for LDR Text Amendment Application No. 23-
002-TA, as presented in [Exhibit 2]. The recommendation will be forwarded 
to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings, tentatively scheduled 
for June 20, 2023, and July 18, 2023, meeting. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 Consider LDR Text Amendment Application No. 23-003-TA, which proposes to 
amend Chapter 90, Zoning, Article III, Districts and District Regulations, by adding 
Section 90-84, regulating the installation and removal of storm shutters. 
1. City Attorney Hyden briefly reviewed the proposed ordinance explaining this 

is needed due to Fire and Building codes for ingress and egress safety. 
2. Board Secretary Burnette read into the record an email dated May 16, 2023, 

from Mrs. Raia Black, 1521 SW 7th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida, which 
asked questions about procedures for seasonal residents [copy has been 
made part of the official minute packet]. 

3. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
4. Motion by Member Brass, seconded by Member Folbrecht to recommend 

approval to the City Council for LDR Text Amendment Application No. 23-
003-TA, as presented in [Exhibit 3] with removal of the last sentence in 
Section 90-84 (b) which reads “coverings which remain on the structure 
pursuant to this subsection shall be designed or painted to match or 
complement the color of the walls or trim of the building”. The 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at 
Public Hearings, tentatively scheduled for June 20, 2023, and July 18, 2023, 
meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

CHAIRPERSON HOOVER CLOSED THE PULIC HEARING AT 7:29 P.M. 
 

VI. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
No updates provided at this time. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
Chairperson Hoover adjourned the meeting at 7:29 P.M. 

 

Submitted by: 

__________________________ 
Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning Board with respect 
to any matter considered at this proceeding, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Services’ media are for the sole 
purpose of backup for official records. 
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F` y` CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA
PLANNING BOARD MEIETING

x;;;,,,:'''     APRIL 20, 2023
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION

I.   CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Hoover called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City of
Okeechobee to order on Thursday,  April 20,  2023,  at 6: 00 P. M.  in the City Council
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast ( SE) Third Avenue. Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida.

The invocation was offered by Mr. Noel Chandler; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

II.  ATTENDANCE

Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette.  Chairperson Dawn Hoover,  Board

Members Phil Baughman,  Karyne Brass,  Rick Chartier,  Mac Jonassaint and Alternate

Board Members Jon Folbrecht and Jim Shaw were present.  Vice Chairperson Doug
McCoy, and Board Member Carl Berlin, Jr., were absent with consent. Chairperson Hoover
moved Alternate Board Members Folbrecht and Shaw to voting position.

III.  AGENDA
A.       There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda.
B.       Motion by Member Jonassaint, seconded by Member Brass to approve the agenda

as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously.
C.       There were no comment cards submitted for public participation.

IV.  MINUTES
A.       Motion by Member Brass, seconded by Member Jonassaint to dispense with the

reading and approve the February 16,  2023,  Regular Meeting minutes and the
March 16, 2023, Workshop Meeting minutes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

V.  CHAIRPERSON HOOVER OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6: 03 P. M.

A.       Land Development Regulation ( LDR) Text Amendment Application No. 23- 001- TA

proposes to amend Chapters 14 and 90 of the City' s Code of Ordinances to allow
and regulate the operation of Mobile Food Dispensing Vehicles ( MFDVs).
1.       City Planning Consultant Mr. Ben Smith of Morris- Depew Associates,  Inc.

gave a brief overview for those not in attendance at the March 16, 2023,
Workshop Meeting. He then reviewed a proposed ordinance which included
classifications of different MFDVs,  regulations for operating on private
property, operating by right in the Industrial ( IND) Zoning District, possible
Special Exception and Temporary Use Permit processes in other zoning
districts, operating in the public rights-of-way, general operating standards,
and enforcement.

2.       Justin and Dmitri Bellamy, 1116 20th Street, Octavio and Joie Montiel, 8600
Southwest (SW) 9th Street, Tommy and Jennifer Harden, 81 SW 21st Terrace,
Briana Leske, 10200 Northeast ( NE) 12th Street, and James Crowley, 307
Northwest  ( NW)  3rd Street,  all of Okeechobee,  Florida,  spoke regarding

MFDVs currently not being allowed to operate on properties without owners
written permission, as they would lose their licenses otherwise; that MFDVs
must pay taxes, insurance, and have repeated inspections that are costly.
MFDVs owners would like to operate on a Peddlers Permit or similar to such

in the City of Okeechobee and have minimal restrictions.
3.       There were no Ex- Parte disclosures offered.

4.       After a lengthy discussion among the Board and direction to the Planner to
review some other local jurisdiction' s ordinances,  a motion was made by
Member Folbrecht,  seconded by Member Chartier, to continue LDR Text
Amendment Application No. 23- 001- TA as presented in [ Exhibit 1] to the May
18, 2023, meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

QUASI- JUDICIAL ITEM

B.       Rezoning Petition No. 23- 001- R,  requests to rezone 0. 36± unplatted acres from

Holding  ( H) to IND,  located contiguous to the West- side of the East City Limits
Boundary Line, North of the railroad tracks, arid South of NE 12th Avenue for the
proposed use of outdoor storage.

April 20, 2023, Planning Board Meeting Page 1 of 2
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Language to be added is underlined. 
Language to be deleted is struck through.   Ordinance No. 1276, Page 1 of 3 

ORDINANCE NO. 1276 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, SUBPART B LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 
CHAPTER 90 ZONING, ARTICLE III DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS, DIVISION 1 GENERALLY, ADDING A NEW SECTION 
90-84, DEFINING PERIODS DURING WHICH STORM SHUTTERS MAY
NOT REMAIN IN PLACE AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS, AS
SUBMITTED IN LAND DEVELOPMENT TEXT AMENDMENT
APPLICATION NO. 23-003-TA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida (City), has adopted Ordinance 
Number 716, as amended, known as the Land Development Regulations (LDRs); and 

WHEREAS, the City has a legitimate interest in periodic review of its Ordinances and LDRs in 
order to address certain inconsistencies or outdated regulations contained in the 
Codes; to make amendments to meet changing community standards, or to 
accommodate new development; and to create new ordinance or regulation to better 
serve the public and to make the Code a more consistent and easier to understand 
document; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board for the City, acting as the Local Planning Agency, reviewed 
and discussed the proposed amendments, also known as LDR Text Amendment 
Application No. 23-003-TA, at a duly advertised Public Hearing held on May 18, 2023, 
and based on findings of fact by the Planning Staff, hereby recommends certain 
changes, amendments, or modifications to the Code of Ordinances, to present to the 
City Council for ordinance adoption and codification; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City considered the recommendations by the Planning 
Board and concludes that this Ordinance promotes the public health, safety, and 
welfare of its citizens and inhabitants of the City, pursuant to Article VIII, Section 1(g), 
Florida Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City finds and determines that these changes, 
amendments, or modifications to the City’s Code of Ordinances are consistent with all 
applicable policies including the LDRs and the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan and 
not in conflict with the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City presented at a duly 
advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly 
executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: RECITALS. 
The foregoing “whereas” clauses are incorporated herein as legislative findings by this 
reference and made a part hereof for all intents and purposes. 

SECTION 2: AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 90 ZONING. 
That Part II of the Code of Ordinances, Subpart B LDRs, Chapter 90, Zoning, Article III 
District and District Regulations, Division 1 Generally, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  

Section 90-84—90-100. Reserved. 

Exhibit 2
07/18/2023
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Section 90-84. Periods during which storm shutters may not remain in place; 
exceptions. 

 
(a) During the period starting on December 1 and ending on May 31, inclusive, 

 
(1) Storm shutters or storm panel systems permanently installed, hung, or 

attached to a building which serve both as architectural features on the building 
and as protective coverings when closed in the event of a storm shall not 
remain in a closed/secured position so as to block windows or doors unless a 
hurricane or tropical storm warning or watch has been issued. In the event of 
the issuance of a hurricane or tropical storm warning or watch, storm shutters 
or storm panel systems are allowed to cover the window and/or door openings, 
but must be removed or opened, as applicable, within 2-weeks of the end of 
the storm event. If a hurricane or tropical storm watch occurs during the 2-week 
period, a new 2-week period shall begin upon the publication of a new 
hurricane or tropical storm warning. 
 

(2) Storm shutters or hurricane protection devices that are composed of removable 
panels shall not be installed so as to block windows or doors unless a hurricane 
or tropical storm warning or watch has been issued. In the event of the issuance 
of a hurricane or tropical storm warning or watch, storm shutters or hurricane 
protection devices are allowed to cover the window and/or door openings, but 
must be removed or opened, as applicable, within 2-weeks of the end of the 
storm event. If a hurricane or tropical storm watch occurs during the 2-week 
period, a new 2-week period shall begin upon the publication of a new 
hurricane or tropical storm warning. 
 

(b) Notwithstanding the above, residents who are planning to be away from the City 
during hurricane season may be permitted to install storm shutters, storm panels, 
or hurricane protection devices even when no storm warning or watch has been 
issued by providing notification to the City General Services Department through 
the submission of a Storm Protection Extended Duration Notice prior to any 
proposed period of absence. The Notice shall include statements which certify that 
the residence will remain vacant during the resident's absence from the City and 
the exact duration of such vacancy during the hurricane season. The Storm 
Protection Extended Duration Notice will be made available on the City website. 

 
(c) Nothing hereinabove shall be construed as to conflict with the Florida Building Code 

or the Florida Fire Prevention Code as administered by the appropriate City 
official(s). 

 
Section 90-85—90-100. Reserved.  
 
 
SECTION 3: CONFLICT.  
All Sections or parts of Sections of the City Code of Ordinances in conflict herewith are 
intended to be repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
 
SECTION 4: INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City, and it is hereby ordained that the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall become and made a part of the City Code of 
Ordinances, that the Sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to 
accomplish such intentions; and the word “Ordinance” may be changed to “Section” or 
other appropriate word. 
 
 
SECTION 5: SEVERABILITY.  
If any Section, subsection, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid or 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder shall not be affected 
by such invalidity. 
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SECTION 6: EFFECTIVE DATE.  
This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon final adoption on second reading.  

 
 
INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 20th day of June 2023. 
 
 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing this 18th day of July 

2023. 
As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll call on final 
reading and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     

 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
A. Continued discussion [from June 6, 2023] on the Motion on the floor made by Council Members Chandler 

and McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No, 2023-02, amending the schedule of rates, fees, and 
charges for building permits and plan reviews by the Building Official [as presented in Exhibit 4]. Motion 
Failed Unanimously. 

 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Ms. Deborah Perez of WM, (f/k/a Waste Management) provided an update on the changes to the 
collection methods and requirements, as approved in the Sixth Amendment to the Franchise Agreement. 
WM will be providing 96-gallon beige carts for yard waste, 65-gallon blue carts for recyclables, and 96-
gallon green carts for garbage to City residents in October or November 2023. In order for WM to collect 
any waste, it must be in the correctly designated cart, or the customers will be charged additional fees. 
She reviewed the annual Consumer Price Index which was increased in 2022 and acknowledged the 
confusion due to WM being late in providing the information to the customers.  
 

B. Mr. Ilan Kaufer gave an update on Florida Power and Light (FPL) operations utilizing a 15-slide power 
point presentation, which has been incorporated into the official Minute File, labeled as Exhibit 8. He 
reviewed the measures taken for annual storm preparation, including their commitment to partnering with 
local leaders to identify critical infrastructure, and the restoration process. Highlighted FPL’s commitment 
to delivering the best energy value, the Okeechobee Clean Energy Center, and the Solar Energy Center. 

 
C. Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to name Mayor Watford as the Voting 

Delegate for the Florida League of Cities Annual Conference on August 10 through 12, 2023 [as 
presented in Exhibit 5]. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
D. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to renew the Public Risk Group Health 

Insurance contract for 2023-24 [as presented in Exhibit 7, distributed at the meeting]. Following a 
discussion, Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
E. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed Ordinance 

No. 1276, for LDRs Text Amendment Application No. 23-003-TA, adding storm shutter regulations within 
Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances [as presented in Exhibit 6]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
Attorney Fumero read into the record the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1276 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE CODE OF ORDINANCES, SUBPART B LDRS, CHAPTER 90 ZONING, ARTICLE III 
DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS, DIVISION 1 GENERALLY, ADDING A NEW SECTION 
90-84, DEFINING PERIODS DURING WHICH STORM SHUTTERS MAY NOT REMAIN IN PLACE AND 
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS, AS SUBMITTED IN LAND DEVELOPMENT TEXT AMENDMENT 
APPLICATION NO. 23-003-TA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to approve the first reading and set 
July 18, 2023, as the final adoption date for proposed Ordinance No. 1276. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 

F. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to change the times of the August 1 and 
August 15, 2023, meetings to begin at 5:00 P.M., [Budget Workshops to be held at the end of the 
meeting]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

IX. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE 
• Involved in reviewing all items/materials on agenda. 

 
 

X. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
• Announced the students involved in the Junior Leadership Camp, organized by the Okeechobee County 

Economic Development Corporation, would be visiting for tours of City Hall and participating in a Mock City 
Council Meeting on June 26, 2023; 

• Funding for the improvements to City Hall, but not for the police radios, was included in the signed Budget 
by Governor DeSantis. 

• Continuing to work with the South Florida Water Management District on the stormwater permit for the 
Commerce Center.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 1277 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN, ORDINANCE NO. 635 AS AMENDED, BY REVISING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP ON A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM COMMERCIAL (C) 
TO MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR), APPLICATION NO. 23-
001-SSA; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND
REVISED FUTURE LAND USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee recognizes the need to plan 
for orderly growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statues provides for amendment to Adopted 
Comprehensive Plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City has received and reviewed Application No. 23-001-SSA, 
submitted by property owner Roland Mossel for a small-scale amendment to 
the Future Land Use Map of the City's Comprehensive Plan, and said 
Application being reviewed by the City's Planning Board, acting as the Local 
Planning Agency, at a duly advertised Public Hearing held on June 15, 2023, 
which determined such request to be consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan and consistent with the pattern of future land uses within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has agreed with the recommendation of the Planning 
Board and finds that the proposed Application complies with the 
requirements of Florida Statute 163, Part II, and that the proposed Application 
is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and appropriate to the future land 
uses within the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE. 
THIS ORDINANCE shall be known as a "City of Okeechobee Small Scale 
Development Activities Comprehensive Plan Amendment," pursuant to F.S. 
163.3187, and shall be effective within the City limits of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida. 

SECTION 2: AUTHORITY. 
This City of Okeechobee Small Scale Development Activities 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 163.3187, Part II, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION 3: REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP. 
The following described land consisting of approximately 0.33 acres is 
hereby re-designated for purposes of the Future Land Use Map of the City of 
Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan: 

1. Application No. 23-001-SSA, from C to MFR. The Legal Description of the
Subject Property is as follows:

LOTS 25 AND 26 OF BLOCK 19, OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, 
PAGE 5, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

Exhibit 3
07/18/2023
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SECTION 4: INCLUSION OF ORDINANCE AND REVISED FUTURE LAND 
USE MAP IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida that 
the provisions of this Ordinance, and the revisions to the Future Land Use 
Map which are incorporated herein by reference, shall become and be made 
a part of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan (City of Okeechobee 
Ordinance No. 635, as amended). 
 

SECTION 5: CONFLICT. 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
SECTION 6: SEVERABILITY. 
If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
The effective date of this plan amendment shall be thirty-one (31) days after 
the adoption of this Ordinance, if not timely challenged. If timely challenged, 
this amendment shall become effective on the date the State Land Planning 
Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining 
this adopted amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, 
development permits, or land uses dependent on this amendment may be 
issued or commence before it has become effective. 

 
 
INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED at First Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 

18th day of July 2023, pursuant to F.S. 163.3187(2). 
 
As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll 
call on final reading and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     

 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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  CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD  

JUNE 15, 2023 
DRAFT SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chairperson McCoy called the regular meeting of the Planning Board for the City 
of Okeechobee to order on Thursday, June 15, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by Board Secretary Patty Burnette. Vice Chairperson Doug McCoy, 
Board Members Mac Jonassaint, Carl Berlin, Jr., and Alternate Board Member Jim 
Shaw were present. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Board Members Phil Baughman, 
Karyne Brass, Rick Chartier, and Alternate Board Member Jon Folbrecht were absent 
with consent. Vice Chairperson McCoy moved Alternate Board Member Shaw to voting 
position. 
 

III. AGENDA 
A. There were no items added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda. 
B. Motion by Member Jonassaint, seconded by Member Shaw to approve the 

agenda as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on 

the agenda. 
 

IV. MINUTES 
A. Motion by Member Jonassaint, seconded by Member Shaw to dispense with the 

reading and approve the May 18, 2023, Regular Meeting minutes. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 

V. VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:03 P.M. 
A. Comprehensive Plan Small Scale Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment 

Application No. 23-001-SSA, to reclassify from Commercial to Multi-Family 
Residential (MFR) on 0.33± acres located in the 100 block of Northwest 11th 
Street, Lots 25 and 26 of Block 19, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PB 5, PG 5, 
Okeechobee County. 
1. City Planning Consultant Ben Smith with Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 

briefly reviewed the Planning Staff Report finding the requested MFR 
FLUM designation for the subject property reasonably compatible with 
adjacent uses, consistent with the urbanizing pattern of the area, and 
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, therefore recommending 
approval. 

2. No one was present on behalf of the Property Owner, Mr. Roland Mossel. 
3. No public comments were offered. For the record, 20 surrounding property 

owner notices were mailed, advertisements and one sign were posted on 
the subject parcel, with no objections or comments received to date. 

4. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered. 
5. Motion by Member Jonassaint, seconded by Member Berlin to recommend 

approval to the City Council for Comprehensive Plan Small Scale FLUM 
Amendment Application No. 23-001-SSA, as presented in [Exhibit 1, which 
includes the findings as required for granting Applications per Code 
Section 70-340; and the Planning Consultant’s analysis of the findings and 
recommendation for approval.] Motion Carried Unanimously. The 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at 
a Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for July 18, 2023. 

VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY CLOSED THE PULIC HEARING AT 6:13 P.M. 
 

VI. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
No updates provided at this time. 
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23-001-SSA 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment Staff Report 

 

 

Applicant| Roland Mossel 

Property ID #| 3-15-37-35-0010-00190-0250   

 

Prepared for The City of Okeechobee 



Comprehensive Plan Amendment May 15, 2023 
Staff Report Petition No. 23-001-SSA 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 1 

General Information 
Owner: Roland Mossel  
Applicant: Roland Mossel 
Primary Contact: Roland Mossel, (863)-634-7722, rmossel@ymail.com 
Parcel Identification: 3-15-37-35-0010-00190-0250   

Note: For the legal description of the project or other information relating this application, please refer 
to the application submittal package which is available by request at City Hall and is posted on the City’s 
website prior to the advertised public meeting at: https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property(s) 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 

Description of Request  
The request for consideration by the City of Okeechobee Planning Board and City Council is an 

Amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the City’s Comprehensive Plan to change the future land use 

designation of the subject parcel from Commercial to Multi-Family Residential. The 0.33-acre subject 

parcel is currently vacant and is located on NW 11th Street, within the area generally recognized at the US-

441 commercial corridor. Based on the size of the property, per Chapter 163.3187 F.S., this application 

qualifies as a Small-Scale Amendment (SSA) to the Comprehensive Plan.  

Parcel #1: 
3-15-37-35-0010-00190-0250

Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use Commercial Multi-Family Residential 

Zoning Residential Multiple Family 
(RMF) 

Residential Multiple Family 
(RMF) 

Use of Property Vacant Triplex, 3 attached units 

Acreage .33 .33 

Future Land Use Zoning Existing Use 

North Commercial Residential Multiple Family (RMF) Single Family Home 

East Commercial Heavy Commercial (CHV) Medical Office 

South Single-Family Residential Residential Multiple Family (RMF) Vacant 

West Commercial Residential Multiple Family (RMF) Multi-Family Units 

https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 2 

Current Development Potential with Commercial Future Land Use 
The property is currently designated Commercial on the City of Okeechobee Future Land Use Map. The 
Commercial Future Land Use (FLU) category allows for a maximum FAR of 3.0 and a range of commercial 
uses. However, the property is currently zoned Residential Multifamily (RMF), which is not listed as an 
appropriate future land use in the Commercial FLU. Additionally, the uses permitted in the Commercial 
FLU are not consistent with the uses permitted in the RMF zoning district. Therefore, there is very little 
development potential until the FLU and zoning are made to be consistent with one another. 

However, if commercial development of this property were to be pursued, and the applicant were to 
hypothetically rezone to the heavy commercial zoning district, the maximum building coverage would be 
50% and a potential building height of 45 (three stories), an FAR of 1.5 is the theoretical maximum 
development potential on the 0.33 acres for a total potential floor area of approximately 21,562 sq/ft. 
However, it is not typical to exceed two stories in the City and the typical intensity of commercial 
development in the city is single story with an FAR of 0.25, which equates to a floor area of 3,600 square 
feet.   

Development Potential with Multi-Family Residential Future Land Use 
If this map change is approved, the property may be developed according to standards of the 

Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Code, specifically those that pertain to the multi-family 

FLU and the RMF zoning district. The Multi-Family Residential FLU allows apartments, duplexes, 

condominiums, and public facilities, limited agriculture and compatible accessory uses. Additionally, all 

permitted uses within the Single-Family Residential FLU category are permitted. The maximum standard 

density within the Multi-Family Residential FLU is 10 dwelling units per acre. The subject parcel is 0.33 

acres, which has a maximum multi-family density potential of 3 multi-family dwelling units. The 

Applicant’s has stated their intent to develop either a triplex or a duplex on the subject property, either 

of which would be permitted subject to meeting all federal, state and local requirements. 

Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan 
Objective 12 states that the City of Okeechobee shall encourage compatibility with adjacent uses, and 
curtailment of uses inconsistent with the character and land uses of surrounding areas shall discourage 
urban sprawl.  

The subject property is located within what is generally considered as the City’s US-441 commercial 
corridor, which the City has previously recognized should be reserved for commercial and higher density 
residential uses. A variety of existing land uses surround the subject property, with a single-family 
residence to the north, a vacant property zoned RMF to the south, medical offices to the east, and a 
residential triplex to the west. Multifamily residential in this location provides a transition of development 
intensity between the commercial to the east, multi-family uses found to the west, and low-density 
residential uses to the north. It also represents infill development in a location surrounded by existing 
development. The requested Future Land Use Map Amendment is consistent with Objective 12 of the City 
of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan, which encourages compatibility with surrounding land uses and 
discourages urban sprawl.  
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The City’s Application for Comprehensive Plan Amendment includes several review criteria. The Applicant 
has provided responses to some of these criteria, which are repeated below. Staff comments are also 
provided in response to each of the criteria and to the applicant’s responses.  

1. Discuss how the proposal affects established City of Okeechobee population projections.

Applicant Response: None.

Staff Response: The maximum number of dwelling units that could be developed if this request
is approved is three (3) dwelling units. The US Census Bureau’s latest estimated average number
of persons per household for the City is 2.5.

2.5 persons per household x 3 dwelling units = 7.5 residents. 

The potential development of three dwelling units will not have a significant impact on the City of 
Okeechobee population projections. 

2. List all goals and objectives of the City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan that are affected by
the proposed amendment. This analysis should include an evaluation of all relevant policies
under each goal and objective.

Applicant Response: We propose to build a CBS triplex on property located at NW 11th Street,
Okeechobee, FL. 34972. This project will create affordable housing for residents of Okeechobee
for up to 12 people. There are no goals or objectives of the county or the city’s comprehensive
plan that would be affected by the building of this triplex.

Staff Response: The change from Commercial to Multi-Family Residential represents a potential
for an increase in demands on utility services and facilities as well as roadway capacity. However,
the limited size of the proposed change will not have a significant effect on the ability of the City
and service providers to meet demands.

3. Describe how the proposal affects the county’s Comprehensive Plan as it relates to adjacent
unincorporated areas.

Applicant Response: None.

Staff Response: The subject property is not located adjacent to or near unincorporated areas.
There should be no meaningful effect on unincorporated areas.

4. List State Policy Plan and Regional Policy Plan goals and policies that are relevant to this plan
amendment.

Applicant Response: None.

Staff Response: This request is fairly de minimis and does not warrant a review of the State and
Regional Policy Plans in order to make a determination of approval or denial.



Comprehensive Plan Amendment May 15, 2023 
Staff Report Petition No. 23-001-SSA 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 4 

Adequacy of Public Facilities and Services 
Traffic Impacts 

Applicant Response: We propose to build a CBS triplex on property located at NW 11th Street, 

Okeechobee, FL. 34972. The triplex apartments will have 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms and would each 

occupy up to 4 people, which makes a total of 12 people. Therefore, there would not be enough traffic 

impact to need a traffic study prepared. The proposed triplexes will be on city water with Okeechobee 

Utility Authority and on a septic system and drain filed for sewage. See letter from Okeechobee Utility 

Authority. All surrounding properties are on city water with O.U.A. and septic systems and drain fields. 

See site plan for proposed septic system and drain field. 

Staff Response: It is generally understood that the traffic impacts and trip generation associated with 

residential are typically less than commercial. The proposed future land use change from Commercial to 

Multi-Family Residential represents a lessening of potential intensity. Staff agrees with the Applicant that 

a traffic study is not necessary.  

Demand for Potable Water and Sanitary Sewer 

Future Land Use Policy 1.1 contains adopted level of service standards for potable water at 114 gallons 

per capita per day. For commercial uses, the City generally estimates 0.15 gal/sf/day of demand. The 

following calculations are based on these standards, the above stated maximum development potential, 

and the US Census Bureau’s latest estimated average number of persons per household for the City:  

Existing Potable Water Potential Demand- 3,600 sq/ft X 0.15 gal/sf/day = 540 gallons per day 

Proposed Potable Water Potential Demand- 3 dwelling units X 2.5 persons per household X 114 

gal/person/day = 855 gallons per day 

855 gallons of potable water is the estimated demand per day for the maximum multifamily development 

potential of 3 dwelling units, which is not a significant amount. Potable water and sanitary sewer service 

are available at this location and there is adequate facility capacity to accommodate the maximum 

potential multifamily development. 

Demand for Solid Waste Disposal 

Staff has previously confirmed that the landfill has sufficient remaining capacity to accommodate many 

years of projected waste disposal needs. Approval of this request will not have a significant impact on 

the ability of the City to continue to provide solid waste disposal services. 

Environmental Impacts 
The provided survey and National Wetlands Inventory map indicates that no wetlands are present on the 

subject property.   

The Applicant stated that there is no unique habitat or endangered species on the subject parcel, and staff 

has no reason to doubt this claim, as the property is a 0.33 acre parcel surrounded by existing 

development and is approximately 150 ft from US-441.   

The provided NFIP flood map identifies minimal flood risk associated with the subject parcel. 
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Recommendation 
Based on the materials provided by the applicant and the above analysis, we find that this request to 

change the future land use designation from Commercial to Multi-Family Residential is consistent with 

the City’s Comprehensive Plan, reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and is consistent with the 

surrounding pattern of land use. Therefore, we recommend approval of the Applicant’s request. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

May 15, 2023 

 

Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing June 15, 2023  
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Supplemental Exhibits 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 
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Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use 
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Exhibit C: Aerial Identifying Existing Land Uses
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 
55 SE THIRD AVENUE 

OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 
Phone: (863)763-3372   

www.cityofokeechobee.com 

Okeechobee City Council 
  Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr. 

Vice Mayor Monica Clark 
Noel Chandler 

Bob Jarriel 
David McAuley       

______________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: City Council  
FROM:  Gary Ritter, City Administrator 
RE: Sewer Connection Ordinance No. 1278 
DATE: July 18, 2023 

On June 6, 2023, the City Council voted to approve the first reading of the Sewer 
Connection Ordinance No. 1278.  During the discussion several changes were 
suggested but not voted on to amend the Ordinance.  The following changes were 
suggested: 

1. Site the Florida Statutes 381.065(1)(a) when referencing the public utility
requirements for providing written notice to property owners when a
system is available, and noting this could change from time to time.

2. Exempt the mandate to connect if the cost to connect, as calculated by the
public utility provider, exceeded $3,000.

Exhibit 4
07/18/2023
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ORDINANCE NO. 1278 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING PART II OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, SUBPART A GENERAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 58 
UTILITIES, ARTICLE III SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL, SPECIFICALLY AMENDING 
SECTION 58-72 USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED, CREATING NEW 
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONNECTION TO THE PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida (City) is creating new requirements for connection to the public sewer 
system for owners of real property within the City Limits; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of said City finds that this Ordinance promotes the public health, safety and welfare of 
its citizens and inhabitants of the City, pursuant to Article VIII, Section 1(g), Florida Constitution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of said City; presented at a duly advertised public 
meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, 
as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: RECITALS ADOPTED. 
The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are ratified and confirmed as being true and correct and are made a 
specific part of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2: AMENDMENT AND ADOPTION TO CHAPTER 58 UTILITIES. 
That Part II of the Code of Ordinances, Subpart A General Ordinances, Chapter 58 Utilities, Article III 
Sewers and Sewage Disposal, Section 58-72 Use of public sewers required, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary
manner on public or private property within the 201 facilities planning area, any human or animal
excrement, garbage, or other objectionable waste.

(b) It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the City, or in any area under the
jurisdiction of the City, any sewage except where suitable treatment has been provided in
accordance with the provisions of this article.

(c) Except as provided in this article, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault,
septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage. All private means
of sewage disposal shall be removed at the expense of the property owner.

(d) Flush toilets shall be required within the 201 facilities planning area in all houses, buildings or
structures used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or other purposes and such flush
toilets shall be connected within 90 days, after receiving official notice from the city, to the public
sanitary sewer at the owner's expense; subject, however, to the following exceptions and
limitations: If such house, building or structure is not situated on property abutting a street, alley or
road right-of-way wherein there is located a public sanitary sewer or if such property is not within
100 feet of such public sanitary sewer, such connections shall not be required; and further if the
connection of such house, building or structure requires unusual and costly plumbing such as a lift
station, force main or similar plumbing facilities, then no connection shall be required. Connection
to a public potable water system and/or a public sewer system at the property owner’s expense
shall be required when a system is available. A system is available when:
1. It is capable of being connected to the plumbing of a residence, commercial, or industrial

establishment; 
2. It is not under a moratorium;
3. It has adequate permitted capacity to provide the service;
4. A public potable water system or a sewer system line exists in a public easement or right-of-

way that abuts the property line; and 
5. The public utility provider has granted 30-days written notice to the property owner of the

availability of water service and 365-days written notice to the property owner of the anticipated 
date of the availability of sewer service. 
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SECTION 3: CONFLICT. 
All Sections or parts of Sections of the City Code of Ordinances in conflict herewith are intended to be 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
SECTION 4: INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
It is the intention of the City Council of said City, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall become and made a part of the City Code of Ordinances, that the Sections of this 
Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intentions; and the word “Ordinance” may 
be changed to “Section” or other appropriate word. 
 
SECTION 5: SEVERABILITY.  
If any Section, subsection, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional by 
a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder shall not be affected by such invalidity. 
 
SECTION 6: EFFECTIVE DATE.  
This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon final adoption on second reading.  

 
 
INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 6th day of June 2023. 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing this 18th day of July 2023. 
 
 

As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll call on final reading 
and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     
 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
A. Continued. The overall financial soundness of the City shows Total Assets exceeding Liabilities by 

$20,679,327.00. All Funds Total Assets were $14,750,280.00; Total Liabilities were $3,547,752.00; 
Deferred Revenue (Business Tax Receipts) was $47,895.00; leaving a Total Balance of $11,154,633.00 
(of which $44,007.00 is non-spendable for inventory; $1,279,892.00 is restricted for Public Facilities; 
$18,337.00 is restricted for Law Enforcement; $1,589,534.00 assigned for subsequent year’s 
expenditures and $8,222,863.00 is unassigned). The City’s Total Net Position increased by 
$1,468,709.00.  

Motion Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member McAuley to accept the 2022 Audited Financials [as 
presented in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
B. Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and Chandler to approve [the recommendation to rank 

Nunez Lawn Care and Landscaping as number one by] the Committee Ranking for RFQ No. PW 03-32-
05-23, Landscape Maintenance and Installation Services [and approve for Administrator Ritter to 
negotiate a contract, as presented in Exhibit 3]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
C. Motion by Council Member Chandler, second by Vice Mayor Clark to read by title only, proposed 

Ordinance No. 1278, amending Chapter 58 of the Code of Ordinances and requiring connection to public 
water and/or sewer systems [as presented in Exhibit 4]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
City Attorney John Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1278 into the record as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING PART II OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES, SUBPART A GENERAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 58 UTILITIES, ARTICLE 
III SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL, SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 58-72 USE OF 
PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED, CREATING NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR CONNECTION TO THE 
PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Motion and second by Council Members Jarriel and McAuley to approve the first reading and set July 18, 
2023, as the final public hearing date for proposed Ordinance No. 1278. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

D. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No. 2023-
02, amending the schedule of rates, fees, and charges for building permits and plan reviews by the 
Building Official [as presented in Exhibit 5]. 
 
Mayor Watford read the title of proposed Resolution No. 2023-02 into the record as follows: “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA, REVISING AND AMENDING THE 
SCHEDULE OF RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES FOR CONSTRUCTION PLANS, BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES BY THE GENERAL 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT; AMENDING TABLE 4 WITHIN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES APPENDIX 
G; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Following a discussion for various amendments to the fee structures, a Motion was made by Vice Mayor 
Clark, second by Council Member Jarriel to postpone the motion on the floor [to adopt proposed 
Resolution No. 2023-02] to a future meeting. Motion to Postpone Carried Unanimously. 
 

E. Finance Director India Riedel distributed 11-pages of various graphs to show comparisons of the State 
revenues, fuel tax, franchise fees, utility tax, and building permit revenues for FY 2015 through current 
date. Four of the pages reviewed expenditures from the General Fund by each Department. A copy of 
the document is incorporated into the official Minute File, labeled as Exhibit 7. This item was for 
informational purposes in preparation for future discussions on the proposed FY 2023-24 Budget. 

 
F. Motion by Vice Mayor Clark, second by Council Member McAuley to adopt proposed Resolution No. 

2023-03, approving the execution of a Post Project Maintenance Agreement with Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) for the Southwest (SW) 3rd to 5th Streets and South Parrot Avenue Stormwater 
Sewer System Project [as presented in Exhibit 6]. 

 
Attorney Fumero read the title of proposed Resolution No. 2023-03 into the record as follows: “A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A 
POST-PROJECT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR STATE ROAD 15/SOUTH PARROTT AVENUE/ 
U.S. HIGHWAY 441, FROM SW 3RD TO 5TH STREETS, BETWEEN THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE AND 
THE FDOT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE OKEECHOBEE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY INC. 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

AND 
THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FLORIDA AND POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FOR 
THE SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER PROGRAM (SRO) 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 1st day of July, 2023, by and between 
THE OKEECHOBEE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY INC., 701 S. Parrott Avenue, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, (hereinafter referred to as the (OCA), and THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA, 55 SE 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida, 
(hereinafter referred to as the CITY); 

BACKGROUND 

1. The OCA, the CITY and the Police Chief desire to provide law enforcement, and
law-related educational service programs to OCA, as defined in F.S. 1006.12.
While it is recognized that OCA is a private Christian school and not subject to the
provisions of this statute and the SRO program, as hereafter set forth, the parties
have agreed to enter into this Agreement to provide SRO services at OCA, by
mirroring the existing SRO program, and the provisions of F.S. 1006.12.

2. A SRO Program has been established for the school system of Okeechobee
County, Florida by agreement between the School Board and local law
enforcement agencies, as hereinafter described; and

3. The OCA and the CITY recognize the potential outstanding benefits of the SRO
Program, and particularly to the students of OCA, in the same manner as students
attending public school.

4. In June 2020, the Okeechobee City Council approved the establishment of the
SRO position at OCA and has entered into successive one-year agreements with
OCA to provide SRO services.

5. This Agreement continues that program as set forth more fully below.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein 
contained, the OCA, the CITY and Police Chief do hereby agree as follows: 

A RTICLE I: TERM 

This Agreement is for a two (2) year term commencing on July 1, 2023 through June 30, 
2025, which may be extended or modified by mutual agreement of the parties. 

Exhibit 5
07/18/2023
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A RTICLE II: RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE POLICE CHIEF OR HIS DESIGNEE 
 

The Police Chief or his designee shall provide the School Resource Officer as follows. 
The existing SRO Program in and for public schools is being administered by the 
Okeechobee City Police Department and the Office of Sheriff, Okeechobee County, via 
a mutual aid agreement, which shares certain law enforcement duties and activities, as 
well as the SRO program. Through his Agreement, the CITY shall continue to administer 
the SRO program in substantial conformance with the SRO program established in public 
school system, appoint a certified law enforcement officer to so act, and work with OCA 
in a substantially similar manner as the interactions of the SRO in the public school 
system. 

 

A RTICLE III: PAYMENT TO THE CITY 
 

A. Each year prior to July 1st, the City will notify OCA of the quarterly payments 
for the upcoming year. For the term of this Agreement OCA shall pay the City 
quarterly payments beginning on July 1st as set forth in the attached Exhibit A. 
Failure of OCA to fully fund the SRO program shall constitute the basis for 
amendment or termination of this Agreement. 

 
B. Should there exist a local or state mandated school closure, due to a 
formally declared state or local emergency, which would cause 30 or more 
consecutive days of school closure, the quarterly payment due to the CITY may 
be proportionately reduced based on the number of days of school closure in any 
given quarter. On an annual basis, the cumulative reductions may not exceed the 
sum of $20,000. 

 

A RTICLE IV: EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
 

School Resource Officers shall remain and be employees of the CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT and shall not be employees of the OCA. OCA hereby acknowledges that 
the SRO shall act and respond in strict accordance with the chain of command of the 
CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, subject however to any written policies jointly reviewed 
and agreed upon by the OCA and Police Chief. 

 

A RTICLE V: INSURANCE 
 

A. OCA shall at its sole cost and expense, procure and maintain throughout the term 
of this agreement, comprehensive general liability insurance policy, excluding 
workman’s compensation, in a minimum sum of not less than three million dollars 
combined single limits, or to the extent and in such amounts as required and 
authorized by Florida law, and will provide endorsed certificates of such insurance 
generated and executed by a licensed insurance agent or broker and, naming the 
CITY, its officers agents and employees as additional insureds under the policy, 
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as well as furnishing the City a certified copy of said insurance policies. Certificates 
of insurance and a certified copy of these insurance policies must accompany this 
signed contract. 

 
B. Required insurance provided by OCA shall be considered as primary insurance 

over and above any other insurance or self-insurance available to the CITY, and 
that any other insurance or self-insurance available to the City shall be considered 
secondary to, or in excess of, the insurance coverage provided by OCA as required 
herein. 

 

C. If the policy is cancelled or not renewed, OCA shall provide the CITY thirty (30) 
days advance notice. Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver of sovereign 
immunity under 768.28, Florida Statutes, as may be amended from time to time. 

A RTICLE VI: INDEMNITY 
 

A. OCA shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the CITY, and all CITY officers, 
agents and employees from, and against, all claims, liability and expense, 
including but not limited to reasonable costs, collection expenses, attorney’s fees, 
and court costs, which may arise because of negligence, whether active or 
passive, misconduct or other fault, in whole or in part, whether joint, concurrent or 
contributing of OCA, its officers, agents or employees in the performance or non- 
performance of its obligations under this agreement. OCA recognizes the broad 
nature of this indemnification and hold harmless clause, as well as the provision of 
a legal defense to the CITY when necessary, and voluntarily makes this consent 
and expressly acknowledges the receipt of such good and valuable consideration 
provided by the CITY in support of this indemnification, legal defense, and hold 
harmless contractual obligation in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida. 

 
B. This Article VI shall survive the termination of this Agreement. Compliance with 

any insurance regulation required elsewhere in this agreement shall not relieve 
OCA of its obligation to defend, hold harmless, and indemnify the CITY as set forth 
in this article of the agreement. 

A RTICLE VII: TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 
 

This Agreement may be considered for renewal by the City Council, on an annual basis, 
upon notice to the City by May 1st of each year of OCA’s intent to renew. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be signed by their 
duly authorized office. 
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AS TO THE CITY: 
 

ATTEST: Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
 

Date:  _ 
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 

 
 
 
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 

 
AS TO THE OCA: 

 
 
 
Name and Title 

 
Date:    



 

Okeechobee Christian Academy 
Projected estimated cost for School Resource Officer 
 2023-2024 2024-2025 
Salary*  $ 47,959.00 $ 48,678.00 
FICA & Medicare  $ 3,668.86 $ 3,723.87 
Work Comp  $ 2,124.58 $ 2,156.44 
Retirement-current year  $ 1,486.73 $ 3,894.24 
Health Ins* Annual Cost $ 14,981.00 $ 14,981.00 
Life Ins-current year Annual Cost $ 477.00 $ 477.00 
LTD Ins-current year Annual Cost $ 182.58 $ 185.32 

 
Over-time 

 
200 

 
$ 6,587.77 

 
$ 6,686.54 

OT FICA  $ 503.96 $ 511.52 
OT Retirement  $ 204.22 $ 534.92 

 
 
 
 

Education $ 900.00 $ 900.00 
Travel $ 600.00 $ 600.00 
Uniforms $ 600.00 $ 600.00 
Cell Phone $ 600.00 $ 600.00 
Email/software $ 240.00 $ 240.00 
Fuel $ 3,550.00 $ 3,550.00 
Maintenance of Vehicle $ 400.00 $ 400.00 
 $ 85,065.72 $ 88,718.84 

2 year Totals  $ 173,784.56 
2% discount for 2 year contract  $ 3,475.69 
 
2 year contract based on 8 quarterly 

 
payments 

$ 170,308.87 
$ 21,288.61 

 



City Council Agenda:  July 18, 2023 
Agenda Item 

Proposed motion 

Approval of maximum millage rate for advertisement for 2023 Tax notices, millage rate of 
6.8987 for budget year 2023-2024. 

Background:  The proposed rate of 6.8987 is the current rate. 

Exhibit 6
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Taxable Values used within the budget. 
**CPI (Change in Per Capita Income) provided by State Statute, 2.84% 
***New Construction value $9,217,339   

 

 Total Taxable 
Value 96%* 

FY 
2022/2023 
Budgeted 

2023/2024 Taxable 
Value: $450,072,897 $432,069,981 $377,870,675 

2022/2023 Same 
Property Values: 
(Values w/o New 
Construction) 

$440,855,558 $423,221,336  

Increase in same 
properties 

$45,923,204 
11.63% 

$44,086,276 
11.63%  

Millage Rate, 6.8987 
generated Ad Valorem 
Revenue 

$3,104,918 $2,980,721 $2,606,816 

2023/2024 Rollback 
Millage Rate, 6.1801 
(w/o New Construction) 

$2,724,531 $2,615,550  

2023/2024 
Rollback 
Millage Rate, w/CPI 
6.3556** 
(w/o New Construction) 

$2,801,902 $2,689,826  

2023/2024 
Using the Current 
Rate 
of 6.8987 (w/o new 
construction 

$3,041,330 $2,919,677  

Ad Valorem Revenue 
w/Rollback Rate w/CPI 
&New Construction*** 

$2,860,483 $2,746,064  



City Council Agenda:  July 18, 2023 
Agenda Item 

Proposed motion 

Motion to approve the budget calendar for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 setting Workshops for 
August 1, 2023 and August 15, 2023 following each regular scheduled meeting. First 
Budget Hearing for September 5, 2023 at 6 PM with the regular Council Meeting, and 
reschedule the regular Council to be held September 19, 2023, to the same date as the Final 
Budget Hearing for September 25, 2023 at 6:00 PM. 

Background:  The dates provided are in accordance with the TRIM requirements and 
publication requirements of ordinances.  
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Tentative 

BUDGET CALENDAR 
FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 

 
07/01/2022  Certification from Property Appraiser 
 
 
07/18/2023 Set proposed date, time and place for public hearings and set 

maximum millage rate for tentative budget (regular council 
meeting) 

08/01/2023 Budget Workshop, following Tuesday’s regular meeting 
 
 
08/15/2023 Budget Workshop, following Tuesday’s regular meeting if needed 
 
  
09/05/2023  First Public Hearing at 6:00 pm, Tuesday (regular meeting) 
 
 
09/22/2023             Display Advertisement in local Newspaper 
 
 
09/25/2023    Final Public Hearing at 6:00 pm, Monday 
 

All meetings to be held: 
Council Chambers at City Hall 

55 SE 3rd Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

 
 
 



PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 
AND 

NUNEZ LAWNCARE AND LANDSCAPING INC. 

THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) is made effective 
as of the 1st day of August, 2023 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, a Florida municipal corporation, whose principal address is 55 SE 3rd 
Avenue, Room 100, Okeechobee, FL 34974 (hereinafter the “City”), and Nunez Lawncare 
and Landscaping Inc., a Florida Corporation, whose address is 3650 SE 36 Ave, 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 (hereinafter, the “Contractor”). 

WHEREAS, the Contractor will perform services on behalf of the City, all as further set 
forth during negotiations with the City, attached hereto as Exhibit A (“Scope of 
Services”); and 

WHEREAS, the Contractor and City, through mutual negotiation, have agreed upon a fee 
for the Services; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to engage the Contractor to perform the Services and 
provide the deliverables as specified below. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions contained 
herein, the Contractor and the City agree as follows: 

1. Scope of Services.
1.1 Contractor shall provide the Services set forth in the attached Exhibit

A, incorporated herein by reference. 
1.2 Contractor shall furnish all reports, documents, information obtained 

pursuant to this Agreement, and recommendations during the term of 
this Agreement (hereinafter “Deliverables”). 

2. Term/Commencement Date.
2.1 This Agreement shall become effective upon the Effective Date and shall

remain in effect until September 30, 2023, unless earlier terminated in 
accordance with Paragraph 8. The City shall have the right to renew the 
term of the Agreement for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, and 
amend the terms and conditions, upon written notice to Contractor at 
least 30 days prior to expiration of the term. 

2.2 Contractor agrees that time is of the essence and Contractor shall 
complete the Services within the term of this Agreement, unless 
extended by the City Administrator. 
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3. Compensation and Payment. 
3.1 Compensation for Services provided by Contractor shall be in 

accordance with the Rate Schedule and Compensation and Payment 
Terms attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

3.2 Contractor shall deliver an invoice to City no more often than once per 
month detailing Services completed and the amount due to Contractor 
under this Agreement. Fees shall be paid in arrears each month, 
pursuant to the Contractor’s invoice, which shall be based upon the 
percentage of work completed for each task invoiced. The City shall pay 
the Contractor in accordance with the Florida Prompt Payment Act after 
approval and acceptance of the Services by the City Administrator. 

 
4. Subcontractors. 

4.1 The Contractor shall be responsible for all payments to any 
Subcontractors and shall maintain responsibility for all work related to 
the Services. 

4.2 Contractor may only utilize the services of a particular subcontractor with 
the prior written approval of the Public Works Director, which approval 
shall be granted or withheld in the Public Works Director’s sole and 
absolute discretion. 

 
5.  City’s Responsibilities. 

5.1 City shall make available any maps, plans, existing studies, reports, staff 
and representatives, and other data pertinent to the Services and in 
possession of the City, and provide criteria requested by Contractor to 
assist Contractor in performing the Services. 

5.2 Upon Contractor’s request, City shall reasonably cooperate in arranging 
access to public information that may be required for Contractor to 
perform the Services. 

 
6.  Contractor’s Responsibilities. 

6.1 The Contractor shall exercise the same degree of care, skill and diligence 
in the performance of the Services as is ordinarily provided by a Contractor 
under similar circumstances. If at any time during the term of this 
Agreement or within two (2) years from the completion of this Agreement, it 
is determined that the Contractor’s Deliverables or Services are incorrect, 
not properly rendered, defective, or fail to conform to City requests, the 
Contractor shall at Contractor’s sole expense, immediately correct its 
Deliverables or Services. 

6.2 The Contractor hereby warrants and represents that at all times during the 
term of this Agreement it shall maintain in good standing all required 
licenses, certifications and permits required under Federal, State and local 
laws applicable to and necessary to perform the Services for City as an 
independent contractor of the City. 



7. Termination. 
7.1 The City may terminate this Agreement without cause by providing no 

fewer than sixty (60) calendar days written notice to the Contractor, or 
immediately with cause. 

7.2 Upon receipt of the City's written notice of termination, Contractor shall 
immediately stop work on the project unless directed otherwise by the 
Public Works Director. 

7.3 In the event of termination by the City, the Contractor shall be paid for all 
work accepted by the Public Works Director up to the date of termination, 
provided that the Contractor has first complied with the provisions of 
Paragraph 15.5. 

 
8. Insurance. 

8.1 Contractor shall secure and maintain throughout the duration of this 
agreement insurance of such types and in such amounts not less than 
those specified below as satisfactory to City, naming the City as an 
Additional Insured, underwritten by a firm rated A-X or better by A.M. 
Best and qualified to do business in the State of Florida. The insurance 
coverage shall be primary insurance with respect to the City, its officials, 
employees, agents and volunteers naming the City as additional insured. 
Any insurance maintained by the City shall be in excess of the 
Contractor’s insurance and shall not contribute to the Contractor’s 
insurance. The insurance coverages shall include at a minimum the 
amounts set forth in this section and may be increased by the City as it 
deems necessary or prudent. 

 
a. Commercial General Liability coverage with limits of liability of not 

less than a $1,000,000 per Occurrence combined single limit for 
Bodily Injury and Property Damage. This Liability Insurance shall 
also include Completed Operations and Product Liability coverages 
and eliminate the exclusion with respect to property under the care, 
custody and control of Contractor. The General Aggregate Liability 
limit and the Products/Completed Operations Liability Aggregate 
limit shall be in the amount of $2,000,000 each. 

 
b. Workers Compensation and Employer’s Liability insurance, to apply 

for all employees for statutory limits as required by applicable State 
and Federal laws. The policy(ies) must include Employer’s Liability 
with minimum limits of $1,000,000.00 each accident. No employee, 
subcontractor or agent of the Contractor shall be allowed to provide 
Services pursuant to this Agreement who is not covered by Worker’s 
Compensation insurance. 

 
c. Business Automobile Liability with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per 

Occurrence, combined single limit for Bodily Injury and Property 
Damage. Coverage must be afforded on a form no more restrictive 



than the latest edition of the Business Automobile Liability policy, 
without restrictive endorsements, as filed by the Insurance Service 
Office, and must include Owned, Hired, and Non-Owned Vehicles. 

8.2 Certificate of Insurance. Certificates of Insurance shall be provided to 
the City, reflecting the City as an Additional Insured (except with respect 
to professional Liability Insurance and Worker’s Compensation 
Insurance), no later than ten (10) days after award of this Agreement 
and prior to the execution of this Agreement by City and prior to 
commencing Services. Each certificate shall include no less than (30) 
thirty-day advance written notice to the City prior to cancellation, 
termination, or material alteration of said policies or insurance. The 
Contractor shall be responsible for assuring that the insurance 
certificates required by this Section remain in full force and effect for the 
duration of this Agreement, including any extensions or renewals that 
may be granted by the City. The Certificates of Insurance shall not only 
name the types of policy(ies) provided, but also shall refer specifically to 
this Agreement and shall state that such insurance is as required by this 
Agreement. The City reserves the right to inspect and return a certified 
copy of such policies, upon written request by the City. If a policy is due 
to expire prior to the completion of the Services, renewal Certificates of 
Insurance shall be furnished thirty (30) calendar days prior to the date of 
their policy expiration. Each policy certificate shall be endorsed with a 
provision that not less than thirty (30) calendar days’ written notice shall 
be provided to the City before any policy or coverage is cancelled or 
restricted. Acceptance of the Certificate(s) is subject to approval of the 
City. 

8.3 Additional Insured. Except with respect to Professional Liability 
Insurance and Worker’s Compensation Insurance, the City is to be 
specifically included as an Additional Insured for the liability of the City 
resulting from Services performed by or on behalf of the Contractor in 
performance of this Agreement. The Contractor’s insurance, including 
that applicable to the City as an Additional Insured, shall apply on a 
primary basis and any other insurance maintained by the City shall be 
in excess of and shall not contribute to the Contractor’s insurance. The 
Contractor’s insurance shall contain a severability of interest provision 
providing that, except with respect to the total limits of liability, the 
insurance shall apply to each Insured or Additional Insured (for 
applicable policies) in the same manner as if separate policies had been 
issued to each. 

8.4 Loss Payee. The City is to be specifically named as a loss payee under 
the Contractor’s Professional Insurance policy so that the City will be a 
third-party beneficiary entitled to receive all money payable under the 
relevant policy for any claims, damages, or losses in connection with, 
related to, or arising from Contractor’s Services or performance pursuant 
to this Agreement. 



8.5 Deductibles. All deductibles or self-insured retentions must be declared 
to and be reasonably approved by the City. The Contractor shall be 
responsible for the payment of any deductible or self-insured retentions 
in the event of any claim. 

8.6 The provisions of this section shall survive termination of this 
Agreement. 

 
9. Nondiscrimination. 

During the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall not discriminate against 
any of its employees or applicants for employment because of their race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin, and to abide by all Federal and State 
laws regarding nondiscrimination. 

 
10. Attorney Fees and Waiver of Jury Trial. 

10.1 In the event of any litigation arising out of this Agreement, the prevailing 
party shall be entitled to recover its attorneys’ fees and costs, including 
the fees and expenses of any paralegals, law clerks and legal 
assistants, and including fees and expenses charged for representation 
at both the trial and appellate levels. 

10.2 IN THE EVENT OF ANY LITIGATION ARISING OUT OF THIS 
AGREEMENT, EACH PARTY HEREBY KNOWINGLY, 
IRREVOCABLY, VOLUNTARILY, AND INTENTIONALLY WAIVES ITS 
RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY. 

 
11. Indemnification. 

11.1 Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, 
agents and employees, from and against any and all demands, claims, 
losses, suits, liabilities, causes of action, judgment or damages, arising 
from Contractor’s negligent acts, errors, or omissions arising out of the 
performance or nonperformance of any provision of this Agreement, 
including, but not limited to, liabilities arising from contracts between the 
Contractor and third parties made pursuant to this Agreement. 
Contractor shall reimburse the City for all its expenses including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in and about the defense 
of any such claim or investigation and for any judgment or damages 
arising from Contractor’s negligent performance or non-performance of 
this Agreement. 

11.2 The provisions of this section shall survive termination of this 
Agreement. 

 
12. Notices/Authorized Representatives. 

Any notices required by this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be 
deemed to have been properly given if transmitted by hand-delivery, by 
registered or certified mail with postage prepaid return receipt requested, or 
by a private postal service, addressed to the parties (or their successors) at 
the following addresses: 



 

For the City: Public Works Director 
City of Okeechobee 
55 SE 3rd Avenue, Room 101 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

 
With a copy to: John J. Fumero, Esq. 

City Attorney 
Nason Yeager Gerson Harris & Fumero, PA 
750 Park of Commerce Blvd., Suite 210 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 

 
For the Contractor: Nunez Lawncare and Landscaping Inc. 

c/o Cristal Nunez 
4833 NE 122nd Drive 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 

 
13. Governing Laws. 

This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with and governed by the 
laws of the State of Florida. Venue for any proceedings arising out of this 
Agreement shall be proper exclusively in Okeechobee County, Florida. 

 
14. Entire Agreement/Modification/Amendment. 

14.1 This writing contains the entire Agreement of the parties and 
supersedes any prior oral or written representations. No 
representations were made or relied upon by either party, other than 
those that are expressly set forth herein. 

14.2 No agent, employee, or other representative of either party is 
empowered to modify or amend the terms of this Agreement, unless 
executed with the same formality as this document. 

14.3 Contractor represents that is an entity validly existing and in good 
standing under the laws of Florida. The execution, delivery and 
performance of this Agreement by Contractor have been duly 
authorized, and this Agreement is binding on Contractor and 
enforceable against Contractor in accordance with its terms. No 
consent of any other person or entity to such execution, delivery and 
performance is required. 

 
15. Ownership and Access to Records and Audits. 

15.1  Contractor acknowledges that all inventions, innovations, 
improvements, developments, methods, designs, analyses, drawings, 
reports, compiled information, and all similar or related information 
(whether patentable or not) which relate to Services to the City which 
are conceived, developed or made by Contractor during the term of this 
Agreement (“Work Product”) belong to the City. Contractor shall 
promptly disclose such Work Product to the City and perform all actions 



reasonably requested by the City (whether during or after the term of 
this Agreement) to establish and confirm such ownership (including, 
without limitation, assignments, powers of attorney and other 
instruments). 

15.2 Contractor agrees to keep and maintain public records in Contractor’s 
possession or control in connection with Contractor’s performance 
under this Agreement. Contractor additionally agrees to comply 
specifically with the provisions of Section 119.0701, Florida Statutes. 
Contractor shall ensure that public records that are exempt or 
confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements 
are not disclosed, except as authorized by law, for the duration of the 
Agreement, and following completion of the Agreement until the records 
are transferred to the City. 

15.3 Upon request from the City’s custodian of public records, Contractor 
shall provide the City with a copy of the requested records or allow the 
records to be inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that 
does not exceed the cost provided by Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, or 
as otherwise provided by law. 

15.4 Unless otherwise provided by law, any and all records, including but not 
limited to reports, surveys, and other data and documents provided or 
created in connection with this Agreement are and shall remain the 
property of the City. 

15.5 Upon completion of this Agreement or in the event of termination by 
either party, any and all public records relating to the Agreement in the 
possession of the Contractor shall be delivered by the Contractor to the 
City Administrator, at no cost to the City, within seven (7) days. All such 
records stored electronically by Contractor shall be delivered to the City 
in a format that is compatible with the City’s information technology 
systems. Once the public records have been delivered upon completion 
or termination of this Agreement, the Contractor shall destroy any and 
all duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt 
from public records disclosure requirements. 

15.6 Any compensation due to Contractor shall be withheld until all records 
are received as provided herein. 

15.7  Contractor’s failure or refusal to comply with the provisions of this 
section shall result in the immediate termination of this Agreement by 
the City. 

 
 

Notice Pursuant to Section 119.0701(2)(a), Florida Statutes 
 

IF THE CONTRACTOR HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO 
THE CONTRACTOR’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 
RECORDS RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE 
CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS. 



Custodian of Records: Lane Earnest-Gamiotea, CMC 
Mailing address: 55 SE 3rd Avenue, Room 100 

Okeechobee, FL 34974 
Telephone number: 863-763-3372 
Email: lgamiotea@cityofokeechobee.com 

 
16. Nonassignability. 

This Agreement shall not be assignable by Contractor unless such 
assignment is first approved by the City Administrator. The City is relying 
upon the apparent qualifications and expertise of the Contractor, and such 
firm’s familiarity with the City’s area, circumstances, and desires. 

 
17. Severability. 

If any term or provision of this Agreement shall to any extent be held invalid 
or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected 
thereby, and each remaining term and provision of this Agreement shall be 
valid and be enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

 
18. Independent Contractor. 

The Contractor and its employees, volunteers and agents shall be and 
remain an independent contractor and not an agent or employee of the City 
with respect to all of the acts and services performed by and under the terms 
of this Agreement. This Agreement shall not in any way be construed to 
create a partnership, association or any other kind of joint undertaking, 
enterprise, or venture between the parties. 

 
19. Compliance with Laws. 

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, 
regulations, and lawful orders of public authorities in carrying out Services 
under this Agreement, and in particular shall obtain all required permits from 
all jurisdictional agencies to perform the Services under this Agreement at its 
own expense. 

 
 

20. E-Verify. 
Contractor has verified that its employees are authorized to work in the U.S. 
and certifies that a good faith effort has been made to properly identify 
employees by timely reviewing and completing appropriate documentation, 
including but not limited to the Department of Homeland Security, U.S. 
Citizenship, and Immigration Services Form I-9. Answers to questions 
regarding E-Verify as well as instructions on enrollment may be found at the 
E-Verify website: www.uscis.gov/e-verify. Contractor shall expressly require 
any subcontractors performing work or providing services pursuant to this 
contract to likewise utilize the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s E- 
Verify system to verify the employment eligibility of all new employees hired 
by the subcontractor during the contract term. 

mailto:lgamiotea@cityofokeechobee.com
http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify


 
 

21. Waiver. 
The failure of either party to this Agreement to object to or to take affirmative 
action with respect to any conduct of the other which is in violation of the 
terms of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of the violation 
or breach, or of any future violation, breach, or wrongful conduct. 

 
22. Survival of Provisions. 

Any terms or conditions of either this Agreement that require acts beyond the 
date of the term of the Agreement, shall survive termination of the 
Agreement, shall remain in full force and effect unless and until the terms or 
conditions are completed and shall be fully enforceable by either party. 

 
23. Prohibition of Contingency Fees. 

The Contractor warrants that it has not employed or retained any company 
or person, other than a bona fide employee working solely for the Contractor, 
to solicit or secure this Agreement, and that it has not paid or agreed to pay 
any person(s), company, corporation, individual or firm, other than a bona 
fide employee working solely for the Contractor, any fee, Council, 
percentage, gift, or any other consideration, contingent upon or resulting 
from the award or making of this Agreement. 

 
24. Public Entity Crimes Affidavit. 

Contractor shall comply with Section 287.133, Florida Statutes (Public Entity 
Crimes Statute), notification of which is hereby incorporated herein by 
reference, including execution of any required affidavit. 

 
25. Counterparts. 

This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of which 
shall be deemed an original and such counterparts shall constitute one and 
the same instrument. 

 
[Signature pages follow.] 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the date 
written below their signatures. 

 
FOR THE CONTRACTOR: 

 
By:  

Name:  

Title:  

Date Executed:   
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day 
and date first above written. 

FOR THE CITY: 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
a Florida municipal corporation 

 
 

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
 

Date:   
ATTEST: 

 
 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC 
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 

Approved as to Form and Legal Sufficiency: 
 
 

John J. Fumero, Esq. 
Nason Yeager Gerson Harris & Fumero, P.A. 
City Attorney 



EXHIBIT A 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 
The Contractor submitted a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) on May 11, 2023, and was 
awarded the RFQ by the City Council on June 20, 2023. Council directed staff to negotiate 
a Scope of Services from August 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, as agreed upon during 
negotiations not to exceed $35,000. 

 
The work is described as follows: 

 
General ground landscape maintenance in Flagler Park, City Hall Park, Endcaps along 
Park Street, and Centennial Park including but not limited to mowing, trimming, edging, 
weeding, pruning, trimming of plants, shrubs/bushes, and adding mulch where needed. 
In addition, mowing medians along 441. 

 
The selected Contractor will be responsible for the entire scope of work, hiring licensed 
Subcontractors, and paying for all plans and permits from the City of Okeechobee and/or 
other agencies. 



EXHIBIT B 
RATE SCHEDULE AND COMPENSATION AND PAYMENT TERMS 

 
 

The Rate Schedule for Services performed pursuant to this Agreement are as follows: 
 

SERVICE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 
 

Tree or Palm Labor ANSI A300 Standard Practices $350/hr 

Tree Crew Man Hours for 3-4 Crew Members 

 
Landscaping Labor Crew Landscape crew hours: $225/hr. 

This labor cost is per hour calculating 4-5 crew 
 
 

Irrigation Labor Irrigation Master Tech Labor Hours $65/hr 

Irrigation Helper Irrigation helper $45/hr 

Mulch Labor Labor for Mulch Laying $60/hr 

Fertilizer Fertilizer Treatment TBD on area 
 



CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 

The Public Works Department is requesting a Purchase Order in the amount of $218,500.00 to Johnson-
Davis Inc for construction services needed to install a stormwater hydrodynamic separator on the 48” 
stormwater main line in the 500 block of SE 4th Street. The hydrodynamic separator is being installed to 
provide water quality improvements to the stormwater being discharged into Taylor Creek. 

Two bids were received for the project. The total bid amount for each of the vendors is: 

Johnson-Davis Inc. $190,000.00 
Boromei Construction Inc $277,900.00 

A detailed bid tabulation for the project, along with the actual bid documents from Johnson-Davis Inc. 
are attached. The Purchase order request for the project includes a 15% contingency for the potential 
need for additional concrete around the hydrodynamic separator. The separator to be used for the 
project was changed during the bid process. The contractor selected identified an alternate structure 
which was evaluated by the engineer. It was determined that alternate structure was both more cost 
effective and provided better nutrient reduction. The engineer is working with the hydrodynamic 
separator manufacturer to determine if additional concrete will be needed.  

This project is a Florida DEP Stormwater improvement funded project. The grant amount from FDEP is 
$300,000.00  

To: Gary Ritter, City Administrator 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 7/5/2023 

Re: Request for award of SE 4th Street Drainage improvements Project PW 04-10-05-23 
to Johnson-Davis Inc 
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PW 04-10-05-23

ITEM NO.  DESCRIPTION UNIT MEASURE EST. QTY. UNIT PRICE AMOUNT Unit price AMOUNT

1 MOBILIZATION LS 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $25,000.00 $25,000.00

2 PROFESSIONAL VIDEOTAPING OF SITE CONDITIONS LS 1 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00

3 SURVEY LAYOUT AND RECORD DRAWINGS LS 1 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00

4 MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC LS 1 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00

5 HYDRODYNAMIC SEPARATOR LS 1 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $235,000.00 $235,000.00

6 45' RCP LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $400.00 $400.00

7 SITE RESTORATION LS 1 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $3,500.00 $3,500.00

$190,000.00 $277,900.00

Posted: June 22, 2023 @ 4:00 P.M.

To be removed : July 3, 2023 @ 4:00 P.M.

Boromei Construction Inc

                     BID TABULATION
SE 4TH STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

FDEP GRANT AGREEMENT LPQ0007

TOTAL BID AMOUNT

(Based on Bid Unit Prices & Estimated Quantities)

Johnson-Davis Inc
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