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Check Report
Okeechobee, FL By Check Number

Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: CapVeh Fund-Capital Vehicle Fund Truist Checking

Culpepper & Terpenin Culpepper & Terpening, Inc. 04/13/2023 19461,275.00Regular 0.00

Garber Cheverolet Bu Garber Cheverolet Buick GMC 04/20/2023 1947109,311.00Regular 0.00

City Electric Supply City Electric Supply 04/27/2023 19482,037.74Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code CapVeh Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

3

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3 0.00

Payment

112,623.74

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

112,623.74

Payable
Count

8

0

0

0

0

8



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023

5/1/2023 8:22:16 AM Page 2 of 8

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: GenFund-General Fund Checking-Truist Checking

City Of Okeechobee P City Of Okeechobee Payroll Account 04/05/2023 162108,119.35EFT 0.00

Building Code Admini Building Code Administrators and 04/13/2023 163331.19EFT 0.00

Florida Building Com Florida Building Commission 04/13/2023 164246.59EFT 0.00

1644 PRM - Health Insurance 04/13/2023 16560,260.82EFT 0.00

1770 PRM - Life, LTD & STD 04/13/2023 1661,498.71EFT 0.00

1770 PRM - Life, LTD & STD 04/13/2023 1672,453.52EFT 0.00

1645 PRM - Vision & Dental 04/13/2023 1682,363.83EFT 0.00

2032 The Standard 04/13/2023 16924,248.89EFT 0.00

City Of Okeechobee P City Of Okeechobee Payroll Account 04/19/2023 170113,896.56EFT 0.00

467 PRM - Property & Casualty 04/27/2023 17167,796.00EFT 0.00

**Void** 04/27/2023 1720.00EFT 0.00

Comcast Comcast 04/06/2023 45779120.00Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 04/06/2023 45780201.30Regular 0.00

1374 Jack Boon 04/06/2023 4578176.00Regular 0.00

1574 Salem Trust Company 04/06/2023 4578213,566.00Regular 0.00

1827 Soler Automotive 04/06/2023 457834,763.84Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 04/06/2023 45784411.67Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 04/13/2023 4578535.19Regular 0.00

America's Office Sou America's Office Source 04/13/2023 45786295.87Regular 0.00

1988 Ardex 04/13/2023 4578760.68Regular 0.00

2207 Arrigo Dodge 04/13/2023 457885,919.47Regular 0.00

BOA- 2709 fka 0257 a Bank of America - 2709 fka 0257 Admin 04/13/2023 45789957.61Regular 0.00

BOA- 9616 Bank of America - 9616 PD#2 04/13/2023 457902,266.85Regular 0.00

BOA- 9928 fka 2303 P Bank of America - 9928 fka 2303  PW 04/13/2023 457911,185.25Regular 0.00

Carr, Riggs & Ingram Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC 04/13/2023 457926,854.00Regular 0.00

CAS Governmental Ser CAS Governmental Services, LLC 04/13/2023 457934,414.80Regular 0.00

City Electric Supply City Electric Supply 04/13/2023 45794135.65Regular 0.00

Cooling Refrigeratio Cooling Refrigeration Services, Inc. 04/13/2023 45795239.00Regular 0.00

Custom Lifts Inc. Custom Lifts Inc. 04/13/2023 45796400.00Regular 0.00

East Coast Signs & S East Coast Signs & Shirts 04/13/2023 45797504.00Regular 0.00

Fitness Factory Fitness Factory 04/13/2023 45798200.00Regular 0.00

FPU Florida Public Utilities 04/13/2023 4579987.18Regular 0.00

Gilbert Oil Company, Gilbert Oil Company, Inc. 04/13/2023 458005,540.10Regular 0.00

Glades Air Condition Glades Air Conditioning 04/13/2023 4580170.00Regular 0.00

HealthEquity HealthEquity 04/13/2023 45802788.46Regular 0.00

1892 Highland Pest Control 04/13/2023 4580335.00Regular 0.00

ICS ICS Computers Inc. 04/13/2023 458042,080.00Regular 0.00

IMS IMS 04/13/2023 45805279.78Regular 0.00

1343 India Riedel 04/13/2023 45806346.21Regular 0.00

105 Jones Equipment Company, Inc. 04/13/2023 45807500.00Regular 0.00

2253 MacVicar Consulting, Inc. 04/13/2023 45808250.00Regular 0.00

Morris-Depew Associa Morris-Depew Associates, Inc. 04/13/2023 458099,506.25Regular 0.00

2055 Northlake Veterinary Hospital 04/13/2023 45810267.49Regular 0.00

314 Okeechobee County Sheriffs Office 04/13/2023 4581118,489.99Regular 0.00

1727 Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep 04/13/2023 45812110.89Regular 0.00

222 Okeechobee News c/o Independent Newspape 04/13/2023 458131,020.30Regular 0.00

OUA Okeechobee Utility Authority 04/13/2023 4581499.48Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 04/13/2023 4581532.98Regular 0.00

2064 Red Ink Printing 04/13/2023 4581653.95Regular 0.00

1574 Salem Trust Company 04/13/2023 45817340.41Regular 0.00

554 Scott's Quality Cleaning 04/13/2023 45818211.25Regular 0.00

2183 Select Shred 04/13/2023 4581930.00Regular 0.00

1670 Sherwin-Williams Co. 04/13/2023 458208.31Regular 0.00

1827 Soler Automotive 04/13/2023 45821265.00Regular 0.00

1474 St. Lucie Battery & Tire 04/13/2023 45822790.40Regular 0.00

StopStick StopStick, Ltd 04/13/2023 458231,190.00Regular 0.00

350 Superior Water Works, Inc. 04/13/2023 4582482.50Regular 0.00

Supplyline Supplyline 04/13/2023 45825231.97Regular 0.00

Taylor Rental Taylor Rental - Okeechobee 04/13/2023 4582658.79Regular 0.00

1813 Thompson Reuters 04/13/2023 45827104.36Regular 0.00



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023

5/1/2023 8:22:16 AM Page 3 of 8

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

1906 Thread Works Embroidery, LLC 04/13/2023 4582852.00Regular 0.00

Tire Zone Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 04/13/2023 45829255.73Regular 0.00

1516 Total Roadside Services, Inc. 04/13/2023 45830281.00Regular 0.00

1861 TransUnion Risk & Alternative Data 04/13/2023 4583175.00Regular 0.00

TCMA Treasure Coast Medical Associates 04/13/2023 458322,915.00Regular 0.00

1544 UniFirst Corp 04/13/2023 45833585.29Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 04/13/2023 45834366.25Regular 0.00

WEX WEX Bank 04/13/2023 458355,549.92Regular 0.00

204 William Saum 04/13/2023 45836974.74Regular 0.00

FPU Florida Public Utilities 04/20/2023 4583758.22Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 04/20/2023 45838614.44Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 04/20/2023 4583972.14Regular 0.00

Verizon Verizon Wireless 04/20/2023 45840813.71Regular 0.00

AdvanceAuto Advance Auto Parts 04/27/2023 45841380.03Regular 0.00

American Drilling Se American Drilling Services, Inc. 04/27/2023 45842119.40Regular 0.00

AFLAC American Family Life Assurance Co. 04/27/2023 45843316.88Regular 0.00

BOA- 9852 fka 8540 Bank of America - 9852 fka 8540 04/27/2023 45844209.35Regular 0.00

C&C Industrial Enter C&C Industrial Enterprise. LLC 04/27/2023 4584574.53Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Fiber Century Link 04/27/2023 458461,826.54Regular 0.00

CenturyLink-Local CenturyLink 04/27/2023 458472,119.17Regular 0.00

621 City Of Okeechobee - Petty Cash 04/27/2023 4584820.00Regular 0.00

Comcast Comcast 04/27/2023 45849226.30Regular 0.00

Communications Inter Communications International, Inc. 04/27/2023 45850217.00Regular 0.00

Dawn Hoover Dawn Hoover 04/27/2023 4585150.00Regular 0.00

Eli's Western Wear I Eli's Western Wear Inc. 04/27/2023 45852125.00Regular 0.00

Everglades Farm Equi Everglades Farm Equip. Co., Inc. 04/27/2023 45853535.85Regular 0.00

FDC Supplies FDC Supplies 04/27/2023 45854117.85Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 04/27/2023 45855747.36Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 04/27/2023 458563,127.24Regular 0.00

GALLS, LLC GALLS, LLC 04/27/2023 45857172.75Regular 0.00

Gilbert Oil Company, Gilbert Oil Company, Inc. 04/27/2023 4585817,728.45Regular 0.00

Gilbert Outdoors Gilbert Outdoors 04/27/2023 45859271.60Regular 0.00

Harris Harris Corporation 04/27/2023 45860738.00Regular 0.00

HealthEquity HealthEquity 04/27/2023 4586113.50Regular 0.00

1105 Indian River Crime Laboratory 04/27/2023 4586210,251.75Regular 0.00

1374 Jack Boon 04/27/2023 4586346.32Regular 0.00

2174 James Shaw 04/27/2023 4586435.00Regular 0.00

1866 JC Newell Const. Inspect. Services, Inc. 04/27/2023 458655,356.00Regular 0.00

JonathanFolbrecht Jonathan Folbrecht 04/27/2023 4586635.00Regular 0.00

105 Jones Equipment Company, Inc. 04/27/2023 45867246.00Regular 0.00

1532 Karyne Brass 04/27/2023 4586835.00Regular 0.00

1071 LegalShield 04/27/2023 4586914.95Regular 0.00

117 Liberty National Life Ins. Co. 04/27/2023 45870179.28Regular 0.00

1895 Mac L Jonassaint 04/27/2023 4587135.00Regular 0.00

MissionSquare MissionSquare 04/27/2023 45872231.74Regular 0.00

MissionSquare MissionSquare 04/27/2023 458732,500.00Regular 0.00

Okeechobee Auxiliary Okeechobee Auxiliary Police, Inc. 04/27/2023 45874300.00Regular 0.00

BOCC Okeechobee County - BOCC 04/27/2023 45875150,514.75Regular 0.00

BOCC Okeechobee County - BOCC 04/27/2023 45876200.00Regular 0.00

BOCC Okeechobee County - BOCC 04/27/2023 45877165.00Regular 0.00

143 Okeechobee Discount Drug 04/27/2023 45878299.94Regular 0.00

1727 Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep 04/27/2023 45879166.45Regular 0.00

OUA Okeechobee Utility Authority 04/27/2023 458801,686.13Regular 0.00

2043 O'Reilly Auto Parts 04/27/2023 4588177.39Regular 0.00

1564 Philip Baughman 04/27/2023 4588235.00Regular 0.00

2165 Richard Chartier 04/27/2023 4588335.00Regular 0.00

1574 Salem Trust Company 04/27/2023 458849,750.38Regular 0.00

1574 Salem Trust Company 04/27/2023 458855,423.22Regular 0.00

1482 Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories 04/27/2023 45886161.72Regular 0.00

1827 Soler Automotive 04/27/2023 458876,618.68Regular 0.00

Sprint Sprint 04/27/2023 4588877.01Regular 0.00



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023

5/1/2023 8:22:16 AM Page 4 of 8

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

1474 St. Lucie Battery & Tire 04/27/2023 45889689.95Regular 0.00

Tire Zone Tire Zone of Okeechobee, Inc. 04/27/2023 45890498.73Regular 0.00

1516 Total Roadside Services, Inc. 04/27/2023 45891281.00Regular 0.00

1939 United Way 04/27/2023 4589236.00Regular 0.00

W&W W&W Lumber Company of Okeechobee 04/27/2023 45893613.11Regular 0.00

743 Walmart/Capital One 04/27/2023 45894143.46Regular 0.00

2244 Waste Management 04/27/2023 4589548,721.61Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code GenFund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

117

0

0

0

11

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

128 0.00

Payment

372,689.04

0.00

0.00

0.00

381,215.46

753,904.50

Payable
Count

167

0

0

0

11

178



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: Grant Fund 305-Industrial Development Fund

CraigSmith Craig A Smith 04/27/2023 13941,377.00Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code Grant Fund 305 Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

1

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1 0.00

Payment

1,377.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,377.00

Payable
Count

1

0

0

0

0

1



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: Grant Fund 307-Appropriations Grant Fund

CAS Governmental Ser CAS Governmental Services, LLC 04/13/2023 1393675.00Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code Grant Fund 307 Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

1

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1 0.00

Payment

675.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

675.00

Payable
Count

1

0

0

0

0

1



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023
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Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: PubFac Fund-Public Facility Fund-Truist Checking

CW Roberts Contracti CW Roberts Contracting, Inc. 04/06/2023 36231,167.38Regular 0.00

BOA- 9928 fka 2303 P Bank of America - 9928 fka 2303  PW 04/13/2023 36241,135.22Regular 0.00

Culpepper & Terpenin Culpepper & Terpening, Inc. 04/13/2023 3625985.00Regular 0.00

FERGUSON WATERWORKSFERGUSON WATERWORKS 04/13/2023 36269,989.60Regular 0.00

JMC JMC Landscaping Services, Inc. 04/13/2023 36273,849.58Regular 0.00

1670 Sherwin-Williams Co. 04/13/2023 36285.00Regular 0.00

1491 Home Depot Credit Services 04/20/2023 3629339.90Regular 0.00

FPL Florida Power & Light Company 04/27/2023 36305,845.04Regular 0.00

1155 Safety Products Inc. 04/27/2023 3631259.27Regular 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount

Payment
CountPayment Type

Bank Code PubFac Fund Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

9

0

0

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

9 0.00

Payment

23,575.99

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

23,575.99

Payable
Count

10

0

0

0

0

10



Check Report Date Range: 04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023

Page 8 of 85/1/2023 8:22:16 AM

All Bank Codes Check Summary

Payment Type Discount
Payment

Count Payment
Payable

Count

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Bank Drafts

EFT's

131

0

0

0

11

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

142 0.00

510,940.77

0.00

0.00

0.00

381,215.46

892,156.23

187

0

0

0

11

198

Fund Name AmountPeriod

Fund Summary

001 GENERAL FUND 753,904.504/2023

301 PUBLIC FACILITY FUND 23,575.994/2023

304 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 112,623.744/2023

305 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 1,377.004/2023

307 APPROPRIATIONS GRANT FUND 675.004/2023

892,156.23
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ORDINANCE NO. 1273 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE BY REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, FROM HOLDING 
TO INDUSTRIAL; PETITION NO. 23-001-R; AMENDING THE 
ZONING MAP ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida has adopted 
Ordinance No. 402 in which a revised Official Zoning Map was adopted for 
said City; and 

WHEREAS, Be A Man Buy Land, LLC has heretofore filed Petition No. 23-001-R, 
pursuant to the Land Development Regulations of the City of Okeechobee 
for the purpose of rezoning a certain tract of land consisting of approximately 
0.36 acres from Holding to Industrial; and 

WHEREAS, said Petition was reviewed by the City's Planning Consultant who 
determined, based on initial findings and review, that such Petition is 
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, said Petition being reviewed by the City's Planning Board at a duly 
advertised Public Hearing held on April 20, 2023, determined that such 
Petition is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council agreed with the recommendation of the Planning Board 
and hereby finds Rezoning Petition No. 23-001-R to be consistent with the 
City's Comprehensive Plan and deems it in the best interest of the inhabitants 
of said City to amend aforesaid revised Zoning Map as hereinafter set forth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: LEGAL DESCRIPTION. 

The following described land consisting of approximately 0.36 acres, as the 
subject property, located in the City of Okeechobee, to-wit: 

UNPLATTED LANDS OF THE CITY NORTH HALF OF NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER LYING NORTH OF SAL 
RAILROAD SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 35 EAST, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

SECTION 2: ZONING MAP AMENDMENT. 

That the aforesaid Revised Zoning Map of the City of Okeechobee be 
amended to reflect the subject property to be changed from Holding to 
Industrial. 

SECTION 3: CONFLICT. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

Exhibit 1
05/16/2023
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SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective thirty-one (31) days after its adoption 
if the associated Zoning Map Amendment, No. 23-001-R, is adopted and not 
timely challenged. If the Comprehensive Plan is timely challenged, this 
ordinance shall become effective on the date the State Land Planning 
Agency, or the Administration Commission enters a final order determining 
the Zoning Map Amendment to be in compliance. 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this _16th_ day 
of May 2023. 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second and Final Public Hearing this 20th day of  

June 2023. 
 

As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll call on 
final reading and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     

 

 
       

Dowling R Watford Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rezoning Petition No. 23-001-R, requests to rezone 0.36± unplatted acres from Holding to 
Industrial, located contiguous to the West-side of the East City Limits Boundary Line, North 
of the railroad tracks, and South of NE 12th Avenue. The proposed use is outdoor storage. 
 
This Petition was heard before the Planning Board on April 20, 2023. The motion was as 
follows: 
 
Motion by Member Chartier, seconded by Member Folbrecht to recommend approval to the 
City Council for Rezoning Petition No. 23-001-R, as presented in [Exhibit 2, which includes 
the findings as required for granting Petitions per Code Section 70-340; and the Planning 
Consultant’s analysis of the findings and recommendation for approval]. The recommendation 
will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at Public Hearings tentatively scheduled 
for May 16, 2023, and June 20, 2023. 
 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

23-001-R 
Rezoning Staff Report 

  

 

Applicant| Be A Man Buy Land, LLC 

Parcel Identification| 2-15-37-35-0A00-00003-A000   

 

Prepared for The City of Okeechobee 

N 



Rezoning Request 4/10/2023 
Staff Report  Petition No. 23-001-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 1   
 

General Information  
Owner: Be A Man Buy Land, LLC 
Applicant: Be A Man Buy Land, LLC 
Primary Contact/Agent: Rene Griffith, (772) 546-4101 
Parcel Identification: 2-15-37-35-0A00-00003-A000 
 

Legal Description 

UNPLATTED LANDS OF THE CITY N1/2 OF NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 LYING NORTH OF SAL RR 15 37S 35E. 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Subject Property 
 

 

Future Land Use, Zoning, and Existing Use of Surrounding Properties 
 

 

Description of Request and Existing Conditions  
The request for consideration by the Okeechobee County Planning Board is a Rezoning Application, to 

change the zoning designation of a vacant 0.36-acre parcel from Holding to Industrial. The applicant is 

availing themselves of the Holding Rezoning program, which encourages property owners to rezone land 

which is zoned Holding and provides for reduced application fees and application submittal requirements 

as an incentive to do so. 

 

 Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use  Industrial Industrial  

Zoning Holding  Industrial 

Use of Property Vacant Open storage  

Acreage .36 .36 

 Future Land Use Zoning Existing Use 

North Industrial Industrial  Vacant 

East 
Urban Residential Mixed Use 
(Okeechobee County) 

Residential Mixed 
(Okeechobee 
County)  

Retail 

South Commercial Heavy Commercial Railroad; Vacant  

West Commercial Heavy Commercial Vacant  



Rezoning Request 4/10/2023 
Staff Report  Petition No. 23-001-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 2   
 

Consistency with LDC Section 70-340 
City LDC Section 70-340 requires that applicants for rezoning requests must address the following 

standards.  

1) The request is not contrary to comprehensive plan requirements  

 

Applicant Response: No, the proposed request is not contrary to the comprehensive plan 

requirements. The current zoning for the property is Holding and the Future Land Use for the 

property is Industrial. The applicant is requesting a rezoning to Industrial. The City Council has 

encouraged property owners in the past located in the Holding zoning district to rezone to other 

zoning districts which are supported by the Future Land Use Map. 

 

Staff Response: The subject property is designated Industrial on the City of Okeechobee Future 

Land Use Map. The City of Okeechobee Comprehensive Plan does not mention the Holding zoning 

district or contemplate it as appropriate in any FLU category though it does identify the Industrial 

(IND) zoning district as an appropriate district within the Industrial FLU category. This rezoning 

request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  

 

2) The use is specifically authorized under the zoning district regulations applied for. 

Applicant Response: Yes, the Future Land Use for the subject property is Industrial. 

Staff Response: The Applicant has identified open storage as the proposed use of the property. 

”Outdoor sales and storage, building trades contractor” is listed as an permitted use within the 

Industrial (IND) zoning district.   

3) Approval of the request will not have an adverse effect on the public interest. 

Applicant Response: The proposed use will not have an adverse effect on the public interest as 

the Future Land Use is Industrial. 

Staff Response: The subject property is triangularly shaped and is designated Industrial FLU. The 

Okeechobee Commerce Center, the City’s designated industrial park, is adjacent to the north. The 

railway is adjacent to the south and west, with vacant property beyond designated heavy 

commercial zoning. The eastern border of the property is also the City’s eastern border. The area 

of unincorporated Okeechobee County that lies to the east is mixed use residential and 

commercial, though the property immediately adjacent to the east contains an existing retail use. 

Industrial uses at this location will not have an adverse effect on the public interest.  

4) The use is appropriate for the location proposed, is reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and is 

not contrary or detrimental to urbanizing land use patterns. 

Applicant Response: The proposed use is appropriate for the location proposed, is reasonably 

compatible with adjacent land uses and is not contrary to or detrimental to urbanizing land use 

patterns as the Future Land Use for the subject property is Industrial and the adjacent properties 

in the City surrounding the subject property are either zoned Industrial or Holding. 



Rezoning Request 4/10/2023 
Staff Report  Petition No. 23-001-R 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 3   
 

Staff Response: As a point of clarification (the applicant may not be aware), the property to the 

immediate south and west was recently rezoned from Holding to Heavy Commercial. Based on 

the pattern of land uses as described in the staff response above, staff find that the proposed use 

is reasonably appropriate for the location proposed, is compatible with adjacent uses, and is 

consistent with prevailing land use patterns. 

5) Approval of the request will not adversely affect property values or living conditions, nor be a deterrent 

to the improvement or development of adjacent properties. 

Applicant Response: The proposed use will not adversely affect property values or living 

conditions or be a deterrent to the improvement or development of adjacent property as the 

properties in the City surrounding the subject property are either zoned Industrial or Holding. 

Staff Response: The proposed use should not adversely affect property values or living conditions, 

nor be a deterrent to the improvement or development of adjacent properties.  

6) The use can be suitably buffered from surrounding uses, so as to reduce the impact of any nuisance or 

hazard to the neighborhood. 

Applicant Response: The Future Land Use for the subject property is Industrial and the properties 

surrounding the subject property are either Holding, Industrial or Residential Mixed and, 

therefore, the change in zoning is consistent with the area and there shouldn’t be any nuisance 

or hazard to the neighborhood. 

Staff Response: The property is not large enough to accommodate many types of industrial uses, 

large structures, or significant buffering. However, there is adequate area to provide the minimum 

landscape buffering and to provide a 5-foot-tall fence on the east side in accordance with LDC 90-

454. The property will be subject to all standards and regulations set forth by the Land 

Development Code, including all required setbacks, buffers, and screening.  

7) Approval of the request will not create a density pattern that would overburden public facilities such 

as schools, streets, and utility services 

 

Applicant Response: No, the proposed use is for outdoor storage and therefore would not 

overburden public facilities such as schools, streets and utility services. 

 

Staff Response: No residential density is proposed.  

 

8) Approval of the request will not create traffic congestion, flooding or drainage problems, or otherwise 

affect public safety 

 

Applicant Response: No, the proposed use is for outdoor storage and therefore would not create 

traffic congestion, flooding, drainage problems, or affect public safety. 

 

Staff Response: Industrial use of this property is unlikely to create any traffic congestion, flooding 

or drainage problems, or otherwise affect public safety.  
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9) The use has not been inordinately burdened by unnecessary restrictions. 

Applicant Response: As of date, the proposed use has not been inordinately burdened by 

unnecessary restrictions. 

Staff Response: There are no active uses associated with this property that staff is aware of and 

the proposed use has not been inordinately burdened by unnecessary restrictions. 

 

Recommendation 
Based on the materials provided by the applicant and the above analysis, we find that this request to 

rezone the subject parcel from Holding to Industrial (IND) is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive 

Plan, reasonably compatible with adjacent uses, and is consistent with the pattern of land use. Staff 

recommend approval of this request.  

 

Submitted by: 

 

Ben Smith, AICP 

Director of Planning  

April 10, 2023 

Okeechobee Planning Board Hearing April 20, 2023 

City Council Public Hearing: (tentative) May 16, 2023, and June 20, 2023.   
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Supplemental Exhibits  
 

 

Exhibit A: Existing Zoning Map 
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Exhibit B: Existing Future Land Use Map 
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Exhibit C: Existing Land Uses 



City of Okeechobee Petition No. 
General Services Department Jurisdiction: PB & CC 
55 S.E. 3

rd 
Avenue, Room 101 

Okeechobee, Florida 34974-2903 
Phone: (863) 763-3372, ext. 9820 
Fax: (863)763�686 

2" Hearing: 5-l� f- lo-:J.O-J3 

Notices Mailed: Li 

Per City of Okeechobee Ordinance No. 1258, property owners of land zoned Holding in the City of 
Okeechobee may submit requests to rezone their property with reduced application fees and reduced 
application submittal requirements until July 5, 2023, by filling out this application, paying the application fee 
an d "d· th 

. 
d b . t I th tt h d h kl" t provI inq e require SU mIt a s  on e a  ac e c ec IS. 

Holding Property Rezoning Petition 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 

1 Name of property owner(s): Be A Man Buy Land, LLC 

2 Property owner(s) mailing address: 4260 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, Florida 34997 

3 Property owner(s) phone number: 772-546-4101 

4 Property owner(s) e-mail address: reneg@beamanbuyland.com 

5 Name of petitioner (person signing petition): Rene Griffith, Authorized Agent 

6 Petitioner(s) mailing address: 4260 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, Florida 34997 

7 Petitioner(s) phone number 772-546-4101; 7721-341-1918 (cell) 

8 Petitioner(s) e-mail address: reneg@beamanbuyland.com 

9 Name of contact person (state relationship if other than petitioner): Rene Griffith, Authorized Agent 

10 Contact person phone number: same as above 

11 Contact person e-mail address: same as above 

I PROPERTY INFORMATION 

12 Subject property address NE 9th Ave., Okeechobee, Florida 
Legal description (Subdivision, Lot, Block or indicate Unplatted): 

Subject parcel identification number(s): 2-15-37-35-0A00-00003-AOOO/ 
Directions to subject property if no address: 

Aoorox. acreaae: .36 ✓
13 Is there a current code violation on the subject property: 

Yes Nox Case No. 

14 Is there a pending sale of the property subject to this being granted: 

15 Current Zoning Designation: Holding ✓ Requested Zoning Designation: Industrial 
Current Future Land Use Designation: Industrial ✓ 

Describe current use and proposed use of subject property: The _property is currently vacant land and the proposed 
use 1s for outdoor storage. 

Source of ootable water: Method of sewaae disoosal: 

Rev. 2/2023pb Page 1 of 6 
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Ordinance No. 1274, Page 1 of 4 
Language to be added is underlined. 
Language to be deleted is struck through. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1274 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; RELATING TO REQUESTS FOR 
CODE ENFORCEMENT FINE REDUCTIONS, AMENDING PART 
II OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE WITHIN CHAPTER 18 CODE ENFORCEMENT, 
ARTICLE II CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE, BY 
SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-38 POWERS OF 
MAGISTRATE; SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 18-39 
FINE REDUCTION REQUEST PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Section 18-33 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Okeechobee 
states “Florida Statutes (F.S.) Chapter (Ch.) 162, Parts I and II, Local 
Government Code Enforcement Boards Act is adopted in its entirety, as 
presently written or as hereafter amended by the State Legislature, as 
substantive authority for, and to proscribe procedures for, the establishment, 
organization, and operations of the local code enforcement program for the 
City”; and 

WHEREAS, F.S. Section 162.09(2)(c) states that “[a]n enforcement board may 
reduce a fine imposed pursuant to this section; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with the authority found in F.S. Ch.162 and Section 18-33 of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Okeechobee, the City utilizes a Special 
Magistrate rather than an Enforcement Board to adjudicate code enforcement 
matters; and 

WHEREAS, a number of local governments specify the grounds in which local 
government staff and Special Magistrates evaluate code enforcement fine 
reduction requests; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that this Ordinance promotes the public health, 
safety and welfare of its citizens and inhabitants of the City, pursuant to Article 
VIII, Section 1(g), Florida Constitution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained before the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and 
passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by the 
Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City; that: 

SECTION 1: RECITALS. 
The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are ratified and confirmed as being true 
and correct and are made a specific part of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2: AMENDMENT TO SECTION 18-38. 
That Section 18-38 Powers of Magistrate of Part II of the City Code of 
Ordinances within Chapter 18 Code Enforcement, Article II Code 
Enforcement Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows: 

(a) The Magistrate shall have all powers created by F.S. Ch. 162.
Additionally, the magistrate shall have all powers delegated by the City
Council relating to the exercise of its police powers pursuant to F.S. Ch.
166. The Magistrate shall have the express power to:

(1) Adopt rules for the conduct of Code Enforcement meetings and
hearings.

(2) Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses.

Exhibit 2
05/16/2023
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(3) Subpoena evidence as necessary for hearings, including but not 

limited to physical and documentary evidence, such as records, 
surveys, plats, and photographs.  

 
(4) Take testimony under oath. 

 
(5) Issue orders having the force and effect of law which can command 

whatever steps are necessary to bring a violation into compliance, 
such decision to be made at the hearing and reduced to writing and 
mailed to the violator within ten working days thereafter.  

 
(6) Establish and enforce fines pursuant to this municipal code. 

 
(7) Authorize the reduction of any fine he or she has imposed. 

 
(b) Any aggrieved party may appeal an order of the magistrate to the circuit 

court in F.S. 162.11, including but not limited to the magistrate’s 
determination of a fine reduction. Fine reductions are only authorized for 
properties that have been brought into full compliance with City’s Code 
of Ordinances and in which the property owner has no other open Code 
violations or liens on any other property in the City. In evaluating a 
request for a reduction of any fine he or she has imposed, the Magistrate 
shall use the following criteria: 
 
(1) The recommendation of the City Administrator or his/her designee 

as to the amount of the lien reduction. 
 

(2) The gravity of the underlying code violation which gave rise to the 
fine imposed by the Magistrate. 

 
(3) The number of times within the last five years that an applicant has 

applied to the City for lien reductions at the property. 
 

(4) Whether the property has any liens or expired permits. 
 

(5) Whether there are any outstanding balances owed to the City by the 
property owner. 
 

A fine imposed by the Magistrate may be reduced by a maximum of 60 
percent. 

 
(c) Any aggrieved party may appeal an order of the Magistrate to the Circuit 

Court as provided in F.S. 162.11, including but not limited to the 
Magistrate’s determination of a fine reduction. 

 
SECTION 3: AMENDMENT TO SECTION 18-39 
That Section 18-39 Reserved of Part II of the City Code of Ordinances within 
Chapter 18 Code Enforcement, Article II Code Enforcement Procedure is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 18-39. Fine Reduction Request Process. 

 
(a) The City Administrator shall establish a process consistent with this 

section in which property owners may request a fine reduction imposed 
by a Magistrate. 

 
(b) Property owners wishing to request a fine reduction shall complete a 

Request for a  Fine Reduction Application and submit it to the City 
Administrator or his/her designee along with the applicable fee.  

 
(c) Upon receipt of a completed Request for a Fine Reduction, the City shall 

schedule an inspection of the property and determine whether there are 
any other liens or expired permits. The fine shall be tolled until the 
inspection is completed. 
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(d) If, after inspection, the property is found to be in compliance, a hearing 

before the Magistrate shall be scheduled.  If the property is found not to 
be in compliance, the  property owner shall be promptly notified in 
writing and be given a reasonable  period of time to correct the 
violation(s) and request a re-inspection. If the property owner fails to 
correct the violation(s) and/or request a re-inspection within the time 
frame set forth by the City, the Request for Fine Reduction shall be 
denied and the fines will retroactively accrue. 

 
(e) The City Administrator shall direct Code Enforcement to evaluate each 

request prior to making a recommendation to the Magistrate.  In making 
its recommendation to the Magistrate, Code Enforcement shall use the 
following criteria: 

 
(1) The gravity of the underlying Code violation which gave rise to the 

fine imposed by the Magistrate. 
 

(2) The length of time in which the property was not in compliance with 
the City’s Code of Ordinances. 

 
(3) Whether the property owner was proactive in bringing the property 

into compliance with the City’s Code of Ordinances.  
 

(4) Whether there are any exigent circumstances that were the 
underlying  reason for untimely compliance with the City’s Code of 
Ordinances. 

 
(5) Whether the property is subject to a foreclosure proceeding. 

 
Sections 18-40 – 19-70 Reserved. 
 
SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY. 
If any section, subsection, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is declared 
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder 
shall not be affected by such invalidity. 

 
SECTION 5: CONFLICT. 
All sections or parts of sections of the City of Okeechobee Code of 
Ordinances in conflict herewith are intended to be repealed to the extent of 
such conflict. 

 
SECTION 6: INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
It is the intention of the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, and it is 
hereby ordained that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and made 
a part of the City of Okeechobee Code of Ordinances, that the sections of 
this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such 
intentions; and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “Section” or other 
appropriate word. 

 
SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This Ordinance shall be effective upon final adoption on second reading. 
 

INTRODUCED for FIRST READING and set for Final Public Hearing on this 16th 
day of May 2023. 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
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SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION held this 20th day of June 2023. 
 

As required by City Charter Section C-4.1.C, ordinances shall be adopted by roll 
call on final reading and recorded, the vote was as follows: 
 Yes No Abstained Absent 
Council Member Chandler:     
Council Member/Vice Mayor Clark:     
Council Member Jarriel:     
Council Member McAuley:     
Mayor Watford:     

 
 
 

       
Dowling R Watford Jr., Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
       
John J. Fumero, Esq. 
City Attorney 
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IV. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

C. Continued. All have their pros and cons which led to considering a blended/staggered option where
the OUA could consider immediately moving forward with design, permitting, and construction of
a LPS system to serve the residential area (from SW 5th to 7th Avenue's), and then consider future
expansion of the gravity sewer for the commercial corridor (SW 3rd to South Parrott Avenue) in the
future. He then reviewed the Southwest Service Area (SWSA) Project 1, the master force main
and pump station are currently under construction, the SWSA SE 2 Interconnect is in design and
permitting. Both the SWSA Project 2 Collection System and Project 3 Okee-Tanie/State Road 78
are in the design and permitting stage. The Treasure Island Project is being reviewed for
engineering, this is a large project that the OUA has received funding for and will eliminate over
2,500 septic tanks. The Pine Ridge Park Project is under construction. Mr. Creasman along with
Mr. John Hayford, OUA Executive Director responded to Council questions. There was concern
expressed in regards to using the LPS system for the SW 5th Avenue Project. Mr. Creasman
acknowledged those concerns and advise he would convey them to the OUA Board and request
to look at all options. A copy of the power point has been incorporated into the official minute file.
This item was for informational purposes, no official action required.

D. A discussion was held regarding the current protocol for Code Enforcement reduction of fines.
Council Member Jarriel expressed his concern that the Code Enforcement Magistrate recently
approved a fine reduction of 75 percent on a $10,000.00 fine. In order to provide historic practices
on fine reduction, Chief Hagan distributed two spreadsheets, which have been incorporated into
the official minute file.

One spreadsheet provided in table format, nine cases that went before the City Council requesting
fine reductions between January 2020 through April 2021. Of those nine, one was approved for a
reduction of 50 percent, one for 70 percent, one for 75 percent, two for 80 percent, and four for 90
percent, none were repeat violators. The Council, by ordinance in April 2021, gave the
authorization to the Special Magistrate to approve all future fine reduction requests. The second
spreadsheet provided in table format, nine cases that went before the Special Magistrate
requesting fine reductions between May 2021 through September 2022. Seven were approved for
a reduction of 75 percent, one was approved for 90 percent due to special circumstances, and one
noted as a repeat violator was approved for 50 percent.

City Attorney Greg Hyden was in attendance and reviewed Florida Statutes Chapter 162 which
addresses Code Enforcement and gave an overview of the process required when approving fine
reductions. It was also noted that the intent of issuing fines is to gain compliance and never to be
looked at as a source of revenue. The discussion continued with Code Enforcement Officers
Anthony Smith and Christina Curl, Chief Hagan, Attorneys Fumero and Hyden responding to
questions from the Council. The outcome was for Staff to re-develop their current matrix used
when making their recommendation for fine reduction requests to the Special Magistrate, to include
the length of time it takes for the property to come into compliance and efforts made by the property
owner. It was not noted whether this would need to come back before the Council.

E. Motion and second by Council Members Clark and Keefe to approve a Police Fleet purchase of four
2023 Dodge Chargers in the amount of $145,748.00 from Garber Fleet Sales [via the Florida Sheriff's
Association bid as presented in Exhibit 3]. A motion to amend the motion on the floor, to purchase
five 2023 Dodge Chargers, was made by Council Member Clark and seconded by Council Member
Jarriel. Motion to Amend Carried Unanimously. Motion as Amended Carried Unanimously.

F. Added Item. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Clark to approve an lnterlocal
Agreement with Okeechobee County for storm debris removal and monitoring [as presented in Exhibit
4]. Motion Carried Unanimously.

G. Added Item. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to approve a Worker's
Compensation Settlement with William Saum [as presented in Exhibit 5}. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

V. CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE

• Completed Settlement Agreement with William Saum; and
• lnterlocal Agreement with the County of Okeechobee for storm debris removal.

VI. CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE

• Worked closely with County Emergency Management during Hurricane Ian;
• Thanked Staff for their dedication and work both before and after Hurricane Ian;
• Will be reviewing and updating the Emergency Management Procedures which was last done in 1994.
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I. 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 

DECEMBER 6, 2022, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee to order on 
December 6, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast (SE) 3rd Avenue, 
Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation was offered by Mayor Watford; followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Council Member Clark. 

II. ATTENDANCE
Roll was taken by Deputy City Clerk Heather Prince to establish a quorum. Members present: Mayor Dowling
R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Noel A. Chandler, Monica M. Clark, Robert "Bob" Jarriel, and Robert
"Bobby" M. Keefe, Jr.

Ill. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. There were no requests for items to be added, deferred, or withdrawn from the agenda.

B. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to approve the revised agenda as presented.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

C. There were no comment cards submitted for public participation for issues not on the agenda.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Motion and second by Council Members Keefe and Jarriel to [dispense with the reading and) approve

the meeting Minutes for November 8, 2022, and November 15, 2022, [as presented]. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Ms. Connie Vanassche, of CAS Governmental Services, LLC, highlighted the City's 2023-24 Legislative

Priorities, as presented with the published agenda, that will be presented at the Delegation Hearing
scheduled for February 4, 2023. Appropriation Funding requests will include $1,200,000.00 for the
hardening of the Public Safety Building, $1,200,000.00 for the hardening of City Hall, and $412,503.00
for State Law Enforcement Radio System Equipment that is a State unfunded mandate. Issues of concern
are unfunded mandates and attacks on Home Rule which further fiscally constrain our area that is
designated a Rural Area of Opportunity. Our unemployment rate and poverty level are above the State
averages. Seek support for the Lake Okeechobee System Operating Manual Project, the Broadband
Expansion Programs, and the State's continued financial commitment to the widening of State Road (SR)
70 West to U.S. Highway 27. Request to increase or maintain State Funded Programs: Florida
Department of Environmental Protection water quality grants, and Recreation Development Assistance
Program grants. Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Rural Infrastructure Fund grants and
Historical Preservation grants. Florida Department of Transportation (FOOT) Small County Outreach
Program grants. Issues of financial concern are State mandated exemptions, Local Business Taxes, and
Communications Services Taxes. There were no modifications made, therefore this item was for
informational purposes only.

B. City Attorney Greg Hyden reviewed the Code Enforcement Lien Process utilizing an 11-slide power point
presentation [as presented in Exhibit 1, with a revised slide 11 and added slide 12 distributed during the
meeting]. He highlighted the specifics of Florida Statute Chapter 162 as it applies, then aspects of the
City's current Ordinances, and presented the Staff's recommendations for amendments to specify the
criteria considered by the Special Magistrate when reviewing requests for lien reductions. This includes
reducing liens to a maximum of 60 percent as well as considering the gravity of the violation, efforts
towards compliance, and frequency of violations. Attorney Hyden responded to several questions posed
by the Council. Following the discussion, the Council agreed to proceed with the amendments as
presented. An ordinance will be presented at a future meeting.

C. Motion and second by Council Members Chandler and Jarriel to approve the Termination of Grant of
License with American Legion Post No. 64 regarding Veterans Square in Flagler Park [as presented in
Exhibit 2]. For the record, it was verified that Mr. Steve Lynn of the American Legion is aware of matter
and in agreement they are no longer able to maintain the Park as originally agreed; and clarified the Park
would continue to be used to honor Veterans and would remain known as Veterans Memorial Square.
Motion Carried Unanimously.
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED
A. Continued. The completely voluntary S.A.F.E. program provides for family members/caregivers of

individuals who may be on the autism spectrum, have cognitive disabilities, physical disabilities, or other
special needs, to register those individuals regarding critical information before an emergency occurs. By
doing this, a notification will be provided when first responders are dispatched of the potential encounter,
making those first responders better prepared to approach an individual depending on their needs.
Additionally, when an individual is registered, they will receive decals to be strategically placed on the
home entrance door or window, and/or on a vehicle, to alert first responders to be prepared to encounter
someone who may not respond as expected in an emergency situation. Sheriff Stephen recently learned
about the program through the Florida Sheriffs Association, it was initiated by Santa Rosas County
Sheriff Robert Johnson. The information about implementing the Program was well received by the
Council, all were congratulated for their efforts. An enrollment flyer and decal were distributed, a copy of
which has been added to the official minute file.

B. Utilizing a 16-slide power point presentation, Code Enforcement City Attorney Greg Hyden reviewed the
proposed changes as recommended by Staff, to the Code Enforcement fine reduction procedures, as
presented in Exhibit 2 and provided below:

Code Section 18-38(b), delete the existing paragraph, and add: Fine reductions are only authorized for
properties that have been brought into full compliance with City's Code of Ordinances and in which the
property owner has no other open code violations or liens on any other property in the City. In evaluating
a request for a reduction of any fine he/she has imposed, the Magistrate shall use the following criteria:

1) The recommendation of the City Administrator or his/her designee as to the amount of the lien
reduction.

2) The gravity of the underlying code violation which gave rise to the fine imposed by the Magistrate.
3) The number of times within the last five years that an applicant has applied to the City for lien

reductions at the property.
4) Whether the property has any liens or expired permits.
5) Whether there are any outstanding balances owed to the City by the property owner. A fine imposed

by the Magistrate may be reduced by a maximum of 60 percent.

I 

Add a Code Section 18-38(c) to read, Any aggrieved party may appeal an order of the Magistrate to the I
Circuit Court as provided in Florida Statute 162.11, including but not limited to the Magistrate's 
determination of a fine reduction. 

Add Code Section 18-39, Fine Reduction Request Process. 
a) The City Administrator shall establish a process consistent with this section in which property owners

may request a fine reduction imposed by a Magistrate.
b) Property owners wishing to request a fine reduction shall complete a Request for a Fine Reduction

Application and submit it to the City Administrator or his/her designee along with the applicable fee.
c) Upon receipt of a completed Request for a Fine Reduction, the City shall schedule an inspection of

the property and determine whether there are any other liens or expired permits. The fine shall be
tolled until the inspection is completed.

d) If, after inspection, the property is found to be in compliance, a hearing before the Magistrate shall
be scheduled. If the property is found not to be in compliance, the property owner shall be promptly
notified in writing and be given a reasonable period of time to correct the violation(s) and request a
re-inspection. If the property owner fails to correct the violation(s} and/or request a re-inspection
within the time frame set forth by the City, the Request for Fine Reduction shall be denied, and the
fines will retroactively accrue.

e) The City Administrator shall direct Code Enforcement to evaluate each request prior to making a
recommendation to the Magistrate. In making its recommendation to the Magistrate, Code
Enforcement shall use the following criteria:

1) The gravity of the underlying code violation which gave rise to the fine imposed by the Magistrate. I
2) The length of time in which the property was not in compliance with the City's Code of

Ordinances.
3) Whether the property owner was proactive in bringing the property into compliance with the City's

Code of Ordinances.
4) Whether there are any exigent circumstances that were the underlying reason for untimely

compliance with the City's Code of Ordinances.
5) Whether the property is subject to a foreclose proceeding.

The presentation also included a four-page Request for Fine Reduction Application and Instructions to 
be adopted and implemented along with an application fee. Following discussion, the Council did not 
object to, or offer by consensus or other action, amendments to the proposed changes; they will 
be presented at a future meeting in a proposed ordinance for a first reading. 
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